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PCC censures m agazine fo r  p a ym en t o ffe r  to  w itness

The PCC today publishes a key ad jud ica tion  under Clause 15 (W itness payments in crim inal tria ls).
It has censured Full House magazine, a fte r a jou rna lis t sent a w ritte n  request fo r  an in te rv iew  to  a 
w itness during th e  tr ia l o f Kate Knight, w ho  was subsequently ja iled fo r  30 years fo r  poisoning her 
husband w ith  anti-freeze. This request included an o ffe r o f paym ent. The w itness brought the  o ffe r 
to  th e  cou rt's  a tte n tio n  and the  Commission was in fo rm ed th a t the re  was no im pact on the 
proceedings. The magazine accepted th a t the  le tte r had been sent prem ature ly  and has since 
changed its w ork ing  practices.

The Commission considered th a t th is  was a serious m a tte r and a clear breach o f Clause 15 o f the 
Code, w h ich  was designed to  p revent paym ents having any real o r perceived influence on the 
adm in is tra tion  o f justice. It made clear th a t it was never acceptable fo r  w itnesses to  be approached 
w ith  o ffe rs  o f paym ent w h ile  they  are giving evidence. It censured the  magazine on th a t basis.

Full House has since published the  Com m ission's ru ling. To read the  fu ll ad judication, click here

ENDS

For fu r th e r  in fo rm a tion , please con tac t Stephen Abell on 020 78310022 .

N otes
The PCC launched a fo rm a l investiga tion  in to  th is  m a t te r -a s  it  o ften  does in "victim less" 
cases, involv ing concerns abou t paym ent, th a t fa ll under Clauses 13 (Financial journalism ),
15 (W itness paym ents in a c rim ina l tr ia l)  and 16 (Paym ent to  crim inals) -  o f its own vo lition , 
w ith o u t a fo rm a l com p la in t being lodged.
The te rm s o f Clause 15 w ere toughened in M arch 2003, fo llow ing  consulta tion w ith  the  Lord 
Chancellor's depa rtm en t. For fu r th e r in fo rm a tion , click here .
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