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Rare doub le  rebuke fo r  B righ ton  A rgus on Soames com p la in ts

•  M P 's co m p la in t ove r ch ild re n 's  pho tog raph  uphe ld ;
•  Paper then  censured again fo r  bu ry ing  C om m ission 's ru ling .

R u lin g  la c k e d  p r o m in e n c e

The Press Com plaints Commission has made clear in a critic ism  o f the  Brighton Argus th a t it  w ill not 
to le ra te  newspapers publishing its negative rulings w ith  insu ffic ien t prom inence. The newspaper 
published a PCC ru ling in favou r o f  Nicholas Soames MP on page 32 -  when the  item  under 
com p la in t appeared on page 8.

The press Code o f Practice makes clear th a t newspapers are obliged to  publish PCC ad judications "in  
fu ll and w ith  due prom inence, includ ing headline reference to  the  PCC". Compliance w ith  th is  
requ irem en t is genera lly good.

On th is  occasion, the  newspaper asked the  Commission to  take account o f  the  fac t th a t there  w ere 
m ore pages in the  ed ition  w h ich  carried the  adjud ica tion, m eaning th a t i t  was a s im ilar distance from  
th e  back o f the  paper to  the  orig ina l artic le.

The Commission was no t im pressed w ith  th is  argum ent, and requ ired the  newspaper to  publish a 
critica l s ta tem ent abou t its conduct in a p rom inen t position in the  paper. That s ta tem ent can be 

read here

P h o to  o f  c h ild re n  b r e a c h e d  C o d e  to o

M r Soames o rig ina lly  com plained a b ou t a photograph o f his and his friends ' ch ildren th a t illustra ted 
a s to ry  about him  driv ing  a quad bike on a road. The ch ildren w ere  in a tra ile r th a t was being tow ed 
by th e  bike, and th e ir  images w ere published unp ixe lla ted. The artic le  made clear th a t th is  incident 
occurred shortly  a fte r a seven year o ld  g irl had died in a quad bike accident. The Commission upheld 
th e  com p la in t because the  photog raph concerned the  ch ild ren 's  w e lfa re  and the re  was no need to  

id e n tify  them .

To read the  orig ina l ad jud ica tion re la ting  to  Nicholas Soames' com p la in t click here 

ENDS

For m ore in fo rm a tion  please con tac t S tephen Abell on 020 7831 0022 
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