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PCC condemns Daily Sport 'suicide guide'

The Press Com plaints Commission has critic ised the  Daily Sport fo r  publishing an artic le  th a t 
conta ined excessive in fo rm a tion  abou t suicide m ethods. The piece conta ined a list o f places where 
th e  frequency o f suicides was no tab ly  high - they  w ere described by the  newspaper as 'suicide 
hotspots '.

Dougie Paterson o f Choose Life, a Scottish G overnm ent in itia tive  to  reduce suicide in Scotland, 
com pla ined th a t vu lnerab le  people m igh t be encouraged to  v is it the  places shown and take th e ir  
ow n  lives. As such, he said, the  artic le  was highly irresponsible.

The Commission agreed and upheld th e  com pla in t under Clause 5 (ii) o f the  Code o f Practice. This 
pa rt o f the  Code was in troduced in 2006 precisely in o rde r to  m inim ise the  chances o f im ita tive  
suicide.

References to  th e  w hereabouts o f ind iv idua l suicides in the  context o f a new sw orthy event are 
genera lly acceptable under the  Code. S im ilarly, the  Code does no t p ro h ib it newspapers from  w ritin g  
abou t the  general sub ject o f  suicide - o r investigating a pa tte rn  o f suicides - in a m anner th a t serves 
th e  public in terest.

However, as the  Commission po in ted  o u t in its ru ling on th is  case, the  Daily Sport artic le  was sim ply 
a g ra tu itous  guide to  how  and w here  ind ividua ls have killed them selves. It trea ted  a serious subject 
in a ligh t-hearted  m anner and may have glam orised suicide in the  eyes o f some readers. The result 
was a breach o f the  Code.

The com pla inan t said o f  the  decision; 'The Choose Life team  in NHS Health Scotland is encouraged 
th a t the  PCC has upheld o u r com pla in t. This ad jud ica tion underlines the  PCC's resolve to  take action 
on irresponsib le repo rting  o f suicide and is a huge step fo rw ard . W e believe all media have a du ty  to  
re p o rt suicide sensitive ly and responsib ly and w ou ld  urge ed itors to  take careful note o f this 
ad jud ica tion  to  guide fu tu re  repo rting  o f  suicide in th e ir  newspapers.'

To read th e  fu ll ad jud ica tion, w h ich  has now  been published by the  newspaper, click here
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For m ore in fo rm a tio n  please con tact Stephen Abell on 0207 8310022  
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