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John Home Robertson appointed to the PCC

Sir C hristopher M eyer, Chairman o f the  Press Com plaints Commission, has announced the  
appo in tm en t to  its board o f  John Home Robertson. M r Home Robertson - a fo rm e r MP and MSP 
w ith  interests in fa rm ing  and overseas aid - jo ins  th e  Commission im m edia te ly  fo llo w in g  the  
re tire m e n t o f  Dianne Thom pson, the  Chief Executive o f C am elot pic.

Sir C hristopher said:
" I t  is essential fo r  the  in teg rity  and success o f the  PCC th a t its board includes independent-m inded 
lay Commissioners w ho w ill speak up fo r  the  rights o f m em bers o f the  public. In my v iew , John Home 
Robertson - w ith  a long and d istinguished record o f serving th e  public - w ill fu lf il l th is role adm irably.
I am very pleased th a t he is jo in in g  us.

A t the  same tim e , I w ou ld  like to  thank Dianne Thom pson fo r  her m agn ificen t co n trib u tio n  to  the  
PCC over nearly six years, and to  w ish her w e ll fo r  the  fu tu re ".

John Home Robertson said:
"Everybody is e n titled  to  the  p ro tec tion  o f  th e  PCC Code, and I am looking fo rw a rd  to  helping the  
Commission to  address people 's com pla in ts - 1 have some experience o f w ork ing  fo r  citizens as a 

fo rm e r MP and MSP.

Self regu la tion is the  best w ay to  tackle problem s in ou r free  press, and the  PCC can positive ly 
p rom ote  higher standards to o . I'm  delighted to  be tak ing up th is  a p po in tm e n t".

ENDS

NOTES:
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Public, o r 'lay ', m em bers o f  th e  Commission are appoin ted by an independen t Appo in tm ents 
Commission, fo llo w in g  public adve rtisem en t and in te rv iew . M em bers o f the  Appo in tm ents  
Commission are Sir C hristopher M eyer (w ho chairs it); Lord Evans o f Tem ple Guiting; Sir 
David d e m e n ti; A ndrew  Phillips and Tim  B ow dler CBE.
There are seventeen m em bers o f th e  Commission. Ten m em bers - includ ing the  Chairman - 
are lay Commissioners w ho  have no connection to  th e  industry, w h ile  seven are draw n from  
am ong the  ranks o f sen ior ed ito rs  in the  nationa l and regional press, and from  periodicals. 
John Home Robertson was a Labour MP fo r  23 years fro m  1978 to  2001, during w hich tim e  
he held a num ber o f  posts includ ing th e  m em bership o f tw o  Select Com m ittees. He was a 
m em ber o f  the  Scottish Parliam ent fro m  1999 to  2007 and was Deputy M in is te r fo r  Rural 
A ffa irs in th e  Scottish Executive betw een 1999-2000. He is the  fo u n d e r o f  the  Paxton Trust. 
For m ore in fo rm a tion , please con tact T im  Toulm in  on 020 7831 0022.
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