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Recorder rapped for police raid pictures

In an im p o rta n t ru ling  abou t privacy and pictures, the  PCC has upheld a com pla in t against the 
Barking and Dagenham Recorder a fte r it published photographs taken by a jou rna lis t w ho 
accom panied police on a raid o f  a w om an 's  home.

The raid had been in tended to  recover sto len goods but, as the  artic le  itse lf made clear, no stolen 
item s w ere  found by police and no arrests w ere made. Neverthless, the  story was illus tra ted  by 
photographs o f the  p rope rty , including a p ixellated image o f the  com pla inant's 17-year-old son, w ho 
had been handcuffed, s itting  in his bedroom . The com pla inant, w ho was concerned th a t a repo rte r 
and pho tog rapher had en tered  her home and taken photos w ith o u t consent, said th a t several 
people had recognised both  her son and the  in te rio r o f  her p roperty . This, she argued, was a breach 
o f Clause 3 (Privacy) o f  th e  Code o f Practice.

The new spaper said it  had been inv ited to  accom pany th e  police and claimed it  had taken steps to  
ensure the  com pla inan t, her son and her address w ere n o t iden tified . However, the  Commission 
re jected th is  defence.

In the  Com m ission's v iew  "tak ing  and publishing the  photograph o f the  inside o f the  com pla inant's 
hom e was clearly ve ry  in trus ive , regardless o f w h e the r o r no t [her sonj's face had been obscured in 
the  published p ic tu re ". Since no sto len goods had been recovered by police and no arrests had been 
made, the re  was no public in te res t to  ju s tify  the  use o f th a t pa rticu la r image. It was also insu ffic ien t 
to  re ly on the  fact th a t the  jou rna lis ts  had been invited on th e  raid by the  police. As the  Commission 
made c lear in its ad jud ica tion : " I t  was the  responsib ility  o f  the  ed ito r, no t the  police, to  get the 
necessary consent fo r  pub lica tion  o r o therw ise  to  com ply w ith  the  Code when deciding which 
m ateria l to  pub lish". In th is  instance, the  e d ito r had been gu ilty  o f  "an e rro r o f judgem en t".
To read th e  fu ll ad jud ica tion , w h ich was published by th e  newspaper last week, click here

ACPO Guidance on media coverage of police raids

The Com m ission's ru ling  on th is  case is s ign ificant in rem ind ing  ed itors th a t they cannot invade a 
person's privacy w ith  im p u n ity  ju s t because they  have th e  consent o f  the  police. Indeed, the  
Commission was particu la rly  concerned th a t th is  com p la in t fo llow ed  so soon a fte r ano the r s im ila r 
case (Popple v Scarborough Evening News).

M oreover, w h ile  d iffe re n t forces have d iffe re n t pro toco ls fo r  media invo lvem ent in police raids, 
ed ito rs  should be m ind fu l o f  the  cu rren t guidance from  the  Association o f  Chief Police Officers, 
w h ich states:

"Law fu l e n try  on to  priva te  prem ises by media representa tive /s  cannot be authorised by [FORCE 
NAME].

Entry on to  priva te  prem ises is a m a tte r betw een media representa tive /s  and the  adu lt householder, 
ow n e r o r law fu l key ho lder and n o t the  [FORCE NAME]. Police w ill no t seek perm ission on beha lf o f 
th e  media.

If police v is it p riva te  p ro p e rty  w h ils t media representa tive /s  are w ith  them  it  is the  responsib ility  o f 
the  media rep resen ta tive /s  to  seek perm ission fro m  the  ow n e r to  en te r the  p roperty  before doing 
so. If perm ission is no t ob ta ined  fo r  any reason o r is refused by the  ow ne r then the  media 
rep resen ta tive /s  m ust no t en te r. Consent should be in a fo rm  which is capable o f proof, i.e. in 
w riting , film ed  o r taped verba l com m ent."
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ACPO's guidance is cu rren tly  under review  but ed ito rs should be aware tha t, no tw ithstand ing  
po ten tia l breaches o f the  PCC Code o f Practice, the re  may be o th e r considerations to  make before 
accom panying police on raids o f  people 's homes. Local forces should be contacted fo r  fu rth e r 
details.
For m ore in fo rm a tion  please con tac t Stephen Abell on 020 78310022 .

ENDS
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