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Sunday Times magazine did not breach PCC suicide rules

The Press Com plaints Commission has no t upheld a com p la in t from  Bridgend MP M adele ine M oon 
th a t the  Sunday Times magazine breached Clause 5 (In trusion in to  g rie f and shock) o f  the  Code o f 
Practice in an artic le  abou t the  spate o f suicides in the  area. The com p la in t centred on photographs 
o f the  deceased alongside a large image o f a noose, w h ich she said was insensitive and could 
encourage o thers to  take th e ir  ow n lives.

The newspaper acknowledged th a t relatives o f those w ho  had died m igh t be upset by the  
jux tapos ition  o f  the  pictures, bu t argued th a t the  illus tra tion  was im p o rta n t in h igh lighting the  
apparent happiness o f the  young people in the  pictures w ith  the  harsh rea lity  o f  w ha t they had 
done.

Under Clause 5, the  Commission has tra d itio n a lly  considered th ree  questions when decid ing 
w h e th e r th is  part o f the  Code has been breached:

•  does the  coverage break news o f a death?;
•  does it  tre a t it  in a ligh t-hearted  way?;
•  and does it include g ra tu itous deta il, such as gruesom e descrip tions about unusual deaths?

In th is  case, i t  concluded, " th e  answer to  all these questions was negative". The Commission also had 
regard to  the  w ide r con text o f  the  artic le , and noted th a t it "exp lo red  th is  d iffic u lt subject in a 
serious and sensitive m anner".

A lthough there  was no breach o f th e  Code, the  Commission acknowledged th a t the  pictures in the  
artic le  w ould  "be  an upsetting  and stark rem inder to  the  fam ilies abou t how  th e ir  relatives had died, 
and the  Commission regre tted  the  distress th a t th is  had caused". The Commission also d rew  
a tte n tio n  to  a priva te  advisory note it has now  circulated on beha lf o f some o f the  fam ilies 
concerned, which contained th e ir  request th a t photographs o f th e ir  relatives no t be used in any 
fu r th e r stories about Bridgend.

To see th e  ru ling in fu ll click here

This ad jud ica tion is the  la test on th e  reporting  o f suicide. In July, the  Commission upheld a com pla in t 
against th e  Daily Sport fo r  publishing "an en tire ly  g ra tu itous guide to  w here  [and how ] individuals 
have killed them selves". For th e  Daily Sport ad jud ica tion click here

The Commission has done a considerable am ount o f w o rk  th ro u g h o u t 2008 on the  issue o f the 
repo rting  o f suicide. Tonight, in partnersh ip  w ith  the  LSE-based th in k  tank Polls, the  PCC w ill host a 
sem inar to  explore fu r th e r w here  the  boundaries should be draw n.

ENDS

For fu r th e r in fo rm a tion  abou t the  Comm ission's ru ling please contact Stephen Abell on 020 7831
0022.

For fu r th e r  in fo rm a tion  abou t the  Polls sem inar please con tact Catherine Speller on 020 78310022 .
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