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Press Complaints Commission censures 12 publications for suicide report

The Press Com plaints Commission has found 12 newspaper artic les in p rin t and online about the  
death o f  a man w ho decapita ted h im se lf using a chainsaw to  be in breach o f its rules on suicide 
reporting . Clause 5 (ii) o f  th e  press Code o f Practice was in troduced to  m inim ise the  risk o f  copycat 
suicides by requ iring  ed ito rs to  avoid publish ing excessive deta il abou t the  m ethod o f suicide used.
In th is  case, the  newspapers in question had gone fu r th e r than  a sim ple reference to  the  fact th a t 
th e  man had used a chainsaw to  kill h im self. In particu lar, th e y  had described th e  m anner in which 
the  chainsaw had been activated and positioned. The Commission considered th is  in fo rm a tion  to  be 
excessive.

The Commission found th a t th e  fo llo w in g  pub lica tions had breached th e  Code: the  Daily M irro r; 
M irro r  on line; The Sun; Sun on line; Daily Star; Telegraphonline; M ail on line ; M etro .co.uk; 
lndependent.co.uk; the londonpaper.com ; dailyrecord.co .uk; craw leyobserver.co.uk.

The Commission acknow ledged th a t th e  in fo rm a tio n  in the  reports, all o f  which had been heard at 
the  inquest in to  th e  man's death, had been provided to  th e  newspapers by a news agency. However, 
th is  was no t a su ffic ien t defence. Indeed, th is  case dem onstra ted  th e  im portance o f the  ed iting  
process in rem oving excessive de ta il be fore  pub lica tion  -  both  on line  and o ffline .

A rtic les in The Guardian and the  M e tro  new spaper did no t breach th e  Code.

To see the  ad jud ica tions in fu ll please click here

Daily M irro r  and M irro r  on line
The Sun
The Sun on line
Daily Star
Telegraph online
M ail on line
M etro .co .uk
lndependent.co .uk
the londonpaper.com
dailyrecord.co .uk
craw leyobserver.co.uk
The Guardian
M e tro

ENDS

For fu r th e r in fo rm a tion  please con tact Stephen Abell on 020 7831 0022.
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