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Wakeham reminds the press: Prince William is not public property 
PCC Chairman fires a shot across the bows of the paparazzi

In a speech in London ton igh t, Lord W akeham  -  Chairman o f the  Press Com plaints Commission -  
rem inded the  press about its co m m itm e n t to  respect the  privacy o f all ch ildren.
Speaking a t the  annual Charter D inner o f the  W orsh ip fu l Company o f S tationers and Newspaper 
M akers, the  PCC Chairman said th a t the  press had m oved 'lig h t years fro m  the  con ten tious days o f 
ten  years ago' w hen some newspapers no torious ly  flou ted  basic rules o f e th ica l journa lism . It was 
now  tim e  to  move on, he said, and to  deepen the  successful self regu la to ry  system th a t had been 
pu t in place.

Lord W akeham  said th is  w ould  requ ire  the  industry no t ju s t to  dem onstra te  s tric t adherence to  its 
ow n Code o f Practice, bu t also a 'm a tu rity  and responsib ility  in applying it . ' A t the  same tim e , the 
Com m ission itse lf w ou ld  be looking a t im proving still fu r th e r the  ways in which it  served the  public. 
The PCC Chairman praised the  press fo r  its responsib ility  in reporting  the  'm ind -num b ing  events at 
Dunblane '. And he noted th a t the re  w ere o th e r stories '-less tragic, m ore salacious -  th a t have never 
h it the  pages o f the  newspapers because o f the  same m a tu rity ' th a t characterised press reporting  o f 
Dunblane.

'Press se lf regu la tion m ust be judges by w h a t doesn 't appear as much by w ha t does... That we can 
co-opera te , d raw  fro m  ou r case law, and w o rk  to ge the r in in te rp re ting  the  Code before some stories 
are published is the  hallm ark o f m a tu rity . It is the  s ilen t pa rt o f ou r w ork. But it  is real nonetheless'. 
But Lord W akeham issued one w ord  o f w arn ing  to  th e  industry  in the  wake o f his speech last August 
a b ou t newspaper coverage o f Prince W illiam 's  tim e  a t Eton.

'In th e  e igh t m onths o r so since the  Prince s ta rted  the re , I have been satisfied th a t my w ords about 
his privacy -  and the  privacy o f every o th e r child -  w ere taken genuinely to  heart. The industry has 
behaved m ature ly  and responsibly. But ju s t recently the re  have been one o r tw o  instances where 
re po rting  -  in te rm s o f the  pub lica tion  o f photographs taken o f Prince W illiam  during his tim e  at 
school -  has begun to  stray in to  grey areas around the  d iv id ing line betw een th e  freedom  o f the 
press and its du ty  to  respect the  privacy o f a ch ild '.

'The Code o f Practice is unam biguous: ch ild ren should n o t be approached o r photographed at school 
w ith o u t the  perm ission o f the  school au tho rities . For ch ildren a t boarding school these provisions 
w ill app ly around the  clock'.

Lord W akeham  cited a particu la r exam ple last weekend w here  a photograph o f the Prince on playing 
fie lds a t Eton had been published and some recent ed itions  o f fo u r nationa l newspapers, tab lo id  and 
broadsheet, which had included p ic tures o f  Prince W illiam  during school row ing lessons. Such 
seem ingly innocuous p ictures could be the  resu lt o f days o f intrusiveness by photographers around 
Eton.

Against th a t background. Lord W akeham  repeated his w arn ing  th a t 'breaches o f the  Code in re lation 
to  Prince W illiam  and any o th e r child w ill be v iew ed m ost gravely by me and the  Commission.'
Lord W akeham  said th a t he w ould , if  necessary, look in to  the  mechanics o f how  Buckingham Palace 
and th e  press w ere co-opera ting  over leg itim a te  coverage o f landm arks in the  life  o f a fu tu re  King. 'I t  
was always accepted '. Lord W akeham  said, 'th a t the  Palace w ou ld  arrange access fo r  the  media to  
re p o rt m om ents o f  key in te res t during Prince W illiam 's  tim e  a t school -  and it is im p o rta n t tha t th is  
accord is e ffective  and remains in place.'
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M ore generally, the  PCC Chairman said th a t a way had to  be found o f placing g rea ter responsib ility  
on the  shoulders o f the  'so-called paparazzi to  ensure th a t th e y  do no t breach the  Code.'
'I hope th a t the  press w ill con tinue to  th in k  increasingly care fu lly  before purchasing photographs 
which serve no leg itim a te  purpose fro m  some free lance photographers whose very presence may 
occasionally constitu te  harassm ent under the  Code o f Practice. W ith o u t p roper perm ission such 
behaviour can rare ly be ju s tifie d  w ith  regard to  ch ild ren -  certa in ly  no t w h ile  th e y  are a t school. The 
Code sets o u t the  respons ib ility  o f ed ito rs  to  satisfy them selves th a t m ateria l accepted from  
free lance photographers is obta ined in accordance w ith  the  Code. This is an area to  which the  
Commission w ill be tu rn in g  its a tte n tio n  in com ing m onths.'

Lord W akeham  concluded th a t 'so much has been achieved -  o f w hich the  press and the  PCC can be 
particu la rly  proud. I hope the  ship w ill no t be spo ilt fo r  a ha 'pe th  o f ta r.'

ENDS
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