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Guy Black to step down as Director of the PCC

Guy Black, Director of the PCC since the summer of 1996, will step down in the New Year to become 
Press Secretary to the Rt Hon Michael Howard, MP, Leader of the Conservative Party.

Sir Christopher Meyer said:

"G uy B la ck's contribution  to the ca use o f  s e lf  regulation  a n d  a fre e  p re ss  h a s been im m ense. Today  
m em b ers o f  the p u b lic  use the P C C  in u n p reced en ted  num bers. This is e lo q u en t testim ony to Guy's 
lea d ersh ip  as D irecto r o f  the Co m m issio n , w hich has been a m o d e l o f  integrity, expertise  a nd  rigour. I 
have th o ro u g h ly  en jo yed  w ork ing  w ith h im  o ve r the la st e ig h t m o nth s a n d  have  lea rn ed  m uch in the  
p rocess. I w ish him  w ell in a Jo b  w here the ch a llen g es w ill be  d iffe ren t b u t Ju st  as testin g ."

Guy Black said;

"The la st seven  a n d  a h a lf  years have  been im m en sely  ch a llen g in g  a n d  fu lfillin g . It has been an 
en o rm o u s p riv ile g e  to serve  as the C o m m issio n 's  D irector, a n d  I am  p ro u d  to have h e lp ed  ch art it 
through so m e  fa sc in a tin g  a n d  stim u la tin g  tim es. I leave the P C C  in e xce lle n t sh a p e  a nd I kn o w  th a t it  
w ill co ntin u e  u n d er the d yn a m ic lea d ersh ip  o f  S ir  Ch risto p h er M e ye r to p ro v id e  a f irs t  class serv ice  to  
m e m b ers o f  the public. I w o u ld  like  to p a y  trib u te  to a ll those I have  w o rke d  w ith at Sa lisb u ry  Sq ua re  
sin ce  1996. N o D irecto r co u ld  h a ve  been b etter se rv ed  b y a m o re  lo ya l a n d  h ardw orking  s ta ff  than I 
h a ve  been. The su ccess o f  the P C C  - w hich  is a bso lu te ly  cru cia l to p re ss  fre e d o m  - is in sa fe  h an d s."

Tim Toulmin, the Commission's Deputy Director, will become Acting Director after Guy Black's 
departure while consideration is given to a permanent appointment.

For the remainder of his time as Director, Guy Black will not be dealing with, or advising on, any 
complaints of a political nature or which involve politicians of any party.
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