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Pinker to retire after 13 years; new lay member appointed

Sir Christopher Meyer has announced that Professor Robert Pinker will be retiring as a lay member 
of the Commission on 31st July. Professor Pinker is the longest serving member of the PCC, having 
joined on its inception in 1991. He was Acting Chairman between January 2002 and March 2003.

Sir Christopher said;

"Bob P inker's contribution  to the su ccess o f  the P C C  o ver the la st th irteen years has been im m ense.
A s a fo u n d in g  m em ber, he h e lp ed  to  g et us started. A s A ctin g  Chairm an, he p ro v id e d  sk ilfu l 
lea d ersh ip  a t a p o te n tia lly  d ifficu lt tim e. A n d  th ro u gh o ut h is tenure he has been a vo ice  o f  com m on  
se n se  a n d  w isdom  a t C o m m ission  m eetin gs. Bob is a true f r ie n d  o f  se lf-reg u la tio n , both  in term s o f  a ll 
his w ork a t Sa lisb u ry  Sq u a re  a n d  h is tire less a ctiv ity  sp rea d in g  the w o rd  both  here  a n d  a b ro a d  about 
everyth in g  w e do".

Professor Pinker said:

"It has been a g rea t p lea su re  to se rve  as a m e m b e r o f  the P C C  s in ce  its e sta b lish m en t in 1991. In the  
e a rly  years w e ca m e through so m e  d ifficu lt tim es but, w ith g o o d  lea d ersh ip  a nd  team  sp irit, w e m ade  
se lf-reg u la tio n  a su ccess s to ry  in the UK. There is s t ill m uch m o re  to do, a n d  I am  g rea tly  looking  
fo rw a rd  to m y  fu tu re  w ork on the in te rn a tio n a l sce n e  a n d  in h elp in g  w ith the lecture  p ro g ra m m e on 
the h om e front".

Sir Christopher also announced the appointment of Adam Phillips as a new lay member of the 
Commission. Mr Phillips, a market research Consultant, has extensive experience of regulation of the 
market research industry, and is currently the Chair of the ESOMAR Professional Standards 
Committee.

Sir Christopher said:

"I am  very p le a sed  that A d a m  Phillip s is Jo in in g  the C o m m ission , w h ere  his b roa d  exp erien ce  o f  
in d u stry  reg ulation  w ill be  w e lco m e d  b y  his fe llo w  C o m m issio n ers. H is a pp o in tm ent - w hich com es  
a fte r the Com m ission  a d ve rtise d  in n ew sp a p ers across the U n ited  K in g do m  - underlines the  
C o m m issio n 's co m m itm en t to  fa ir  a n d  tra n sp a ren t re cru itm e n t p rocedures".

Adam Phillips said:

"These are interesting  tim es to be Jo in in g  the Com m ission , w ith re n ew e d  scru tin y  o f  the m a n n er in 
w hich it  b a lances the rig h ts o f  m em b ers o f  the p u b lic  on the one h a n d  w ith the fre e d o m  o f  the press  
on the other. I am  looking  fo rw a rd  to co n tribu tin g  to  th a t im p o rta n t b a lancing  act".

ENDS

Notes
1. Lay members of the Commission are appointed following public advertisement and interview, 
followed by ratification by an independent Appointments Commission. Members of the 
Appointments Commission are Sir Christopher Meyer; Lord Mayhew of Twysden; Baroness Smith of 
Gilmorehill; Sir David dementi and Philip Graf CBE.
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2. There are seventeen members of the Commission. Ten members - including the Chairman - are lay 
Commissioners who have no connection to the industry, while seven are drawn from among the 
ranks of senior editors in the national and regional press, and from periodicals.

3. Professor Pinker is Professor Emeritus in Social Administration at LSE. He will retain a consultancy 
role at the PCC.

4. Adam Phillips's appointment takes effect from 1st August 2004.

5. ESOMAR is the world association of market research professionals.

6. For more information, contact Stephen Abell on 020 7353 1248.

29 July 2004
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