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PCC upholds co m p la in t against C ourie r &  A dve rtise r ove r id e n tific a tio n  o f v ic tim s o f sex offences

The Press Com plaints Commission has upheld tw o  com pla ints against the  Courier &  Advertiser 
(Dundee) a fte r it published m ateria l th a t was like ly to  con tribu te  to  th e  iden tifica tion  o f tw o  girls 
w ho  had been vic tim s o f sexual offences.

The newspaper had reported  on a co u rt hearing at which a man had adm itted  sexual offences 
against tw o  girls, both  o f w hom  w ere under the  age o f sixteen w hen the  crimes occurred. The repo rt 
made reference to  th e  locations w here  the  offences had taken place, including the  names o f the  
stree ts - tw o  o f w h ich w ere the  streets on which th e  v ictim s lived. The ir m others com plained 
(separately) th a t, because the re  w ere  re la tive ly  few  houses on the  roads in question and because 
th e  repo rt had stated th e ir  daughters ' ages, both  ch ild ren had been identified  to  those in th e ir  local 
com m unities . The com pla inants contended th a t the  newspaper had breached Clause 3 (Privacy), 
Clause 7 (Children in sex cases) and Clause 11 (V ictim s o f sexual assault) o f  the Editors' Code o f 
Practice.

The newspaper accepted th a t its norm al practice o f  on ly publishing ou tline  details o f  cases involving 
sexual offences had no t been p rope rly  fo llow ed . It rem oved th e  partia l addresses fro m  its online 
archive and circu la ted a note  to  s ta ff rem ind ing them  o f th e ir  ob ligations under the  Code o f Practice. 
In add ition , the  e d ito r sent le tte rs  o f  apology to  each com pla inant.

W h ile  w elcom ing the  steps taken by the  ed ito r, the  Commission concluded th a t "th is  was a bad 
m istake...The fa ilu re  o f  the  new spaper p roperly  to  consider the  like ly consequences o f publishing 
in fo rm a tio n  in the  report, especially th e  references to  the  girls ' partia l addresses, was a serious one." 
As a result, it  did no t hesitate to  upho ld  the  com pla ints. The PCC's adjud ica tion was published by the  
new spaper on Friday, in p rin t and online.

It was a m a tte r o f  concern to  th e  Commission th a t th is  part o f the  Code had been breached. It has 
also upheld o th e r com pla in ts under Clauses 7 (Children in sex cases) and 11 (Victims o f sexual 
assault) over the  last year. G iven th e  seriousness o f the  issue, and th e  potentia l fo r  harm to  those 
w ho  m ight be iden tified , the  Com m ission has decided to  issue new guidance to  the  industry. This w ill 
be published la te r in th e  year.

Stephen Abell, the  PCC's D irector said:

"T h e  E d ito rs ' C o d e  is v e ry  c le a r  a b o u t  th e  id e n t if ic a t io n  o f  v ic tim s  o f  s e x u a l a s s a u lt. In  th e  v a s t  

m a jo r i t y  o f  re p o r ts  a b o u t  s e x u a l c r im e s  n e w s p a p e rs  ta k e  g r e a t  c a re  to  a b id e  b y  th e s e  re q u ire m e n ts .  

H o w e v e r ,  i f  in  d o u b t, n e w s p a p e rs  s h o u ld  a lw a y s  e r r  on  th e  s id e  o f  c a u t io n  w h e n  c o n s id e rin g  w h a t  

d e ta ils  to  p u b lis h . The C o m m is s io n  is c o m m it te d  to  e n s u rin g  th e  h ig h e s t  s ta n d a rd s  in  th is  a re a . T he  

P C C  seeks a lw a y s  to  h e lp  v u ln e ra b le  p e o p le  in  its w o rk , a n d  i t  is h a r d  to  th in k  o f  a n  issue  m o re  

im p o r ta n t  th a n  th e  p ro te c t io n  o f  v ic tim s  o f  s e x u a l a s s a u lt. T h a t  is w h y  w e  w il l  s h o r t ly  b e  issuing  

g u id a n c e  to  h e lp  p r e v e n t  a n y  f u t u r e  b re a c h e s  o f  th e  C o d e  f r o m  o c c u rr in g ."

ENDS

N otes to  e d ito rs
1. The PCC is an independent body w h ich  adm in isters the  system o f se lf-regulation fo r  the  press. It 
does so prim arily  by dealing w ith  com pla ints, fram ed w ith in  th e  te rm s o f the  Editors' Code o f 
Practice, abou t the  ed ito ria l co n te n t o f  newspapers and magazines (and th e ir  websites, including 
e d ito ria l audio-visual m ateria l) and th e  conduct o f  Journalists.
2. Clause 7 (Children in sex cases) o f  th e  Editors' Code says;
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1. The press m ust not, even if  legally free  to  do so, id e n tify  ch ild ren  under 16 w ho  are v ictim s o r 
w itnesses in cases involving sex offences.
2. In any press repo rt o f a case invo lv ing  a sexual o ffence against a child -
i) The child m ust no t be iden tified .
ii) The adu lt may be iden tified .
iii) The w ord  "incest" m ust n o t be used w here a child v ic tim  m igh t be iden tified .
iv) Care m ust be taken th a t no th ing  in the  repo rt im plies the  re la tionsh ip  betw een the  accused and 
the  child.
3. Clause 11 (Victims o f sexual assault) o f  the  Editors' Code says;
The press m ust not iden tify  v ic tim s o f sexual assault o r  publish m ateria l like ly to  con tribu te  to  such 
iden tifica tio n  unless the re  is adequate ju s tifica tio n  and th e y  are legally free  to  do so.
4. To read the  adjud ica tion please click here.
5. For m ore in fo rm a tion , please con tact Jonathan C o lle tt on 020 7438 1246 o r 07740 896805.

26 A pril 2011
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