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PCC upholds complaint after breach of rules on reporting sexual offences

The Press Com plaints Commission has upheld a com pla in t against the  S taffordshire N ew sle tte r a fte r 
it  published m ateria l th a t had the  po ten tia l to  iden tify  a child v ic tim  o f sexual offences.

The newspaper had reported  th a t a man had been sentenced to  prison a fte r a dm itting  charges o f 
sexual ac tiv ity  w ith  a child. Its artic le  contained references to  the  v ic tim 's gender, age and the  period 
o f  the  abuse. The com pla inant, w ho was the  v ic tim 's  g randfa ther, said th a t the  inclusion o f these 
details w ere  very like ly to  have iden tified  his grandchild to  people in the  local com m unity . He was 
also concerned th a t the  newspaper had published a photograph o f the  pe rpe tra to r o f the  abuse.
In upho ld ing the  com pla in t, th e  PCC made c lear th a t the  newspaper was absolute ly en titled  to  
publish the  name and photograph o f the  convicted man. However, the  requirem ents o f the  Editors'
Code o f Practice in th is area o f reporting  are stringent. In add ition  to  the  general requ irem ent no t to  
iden tify  v ic tim s o f sexual assault set o u t in Clause 11, Clause 7 o f the  Code states tha t the  press 
"m ust not, even i f  legally free  to  do so, iden tify  children under 16 w ho are v ictim s o r w itnesses in 
cases invo lv ing sex o ffences". The Code then  makes clear how  th is  ob ligation can be m et, including 
the  fo llow ing : "care m ust be taken th a t no th ing  in the  re p o rt im plies the  re la tionship between the 
accused and the ch ild ". As the  Commission noted in its ad jud ica tion: "This places a considerable 
onus on ed ito rs  to  consider how  the  in fo rm a tion  they publish m igh t enable those w ho know  the 
accused to  w ork  o u t the  id e n tity  o f the  v ic tim ."

In th is  case, the  deta ils in the  repo rt (includ ing com m ents made by the  Judge and prosecuting 
counsel during  th e  cou rt hearing) clearly had the  po ten tia l to  im ply the  connection between the  
accused and his v ic tim . The Commission accepted tha t the  newspaper may not have known the  fu ll 
facts about the  case. However, as the  PCC concluded: " ...it was the  newspaper's responsib ility  - not 
the  court's  o r  the  police's o r an outside agency's - to  take every possible step to  avoid iden tifica tion .
This it had fa iled to  do and the  result was a serious, a lbe it inadverten t, e rro r."

The Commission's ad jud ica tion  has been published by the  newspaper. To see the  ru ling in fu ll click 

here.

Last week, the  Commission announced th a t it w ill shortly  publish guidance on the  subject o f 
repo rting  sexual offences, fo llo w in g  several recent breaches o f the  Code o f Practice in th is area.

ENDS

Notes to Editors:
1. The PCC is an independent body which adm in isters the  system o f se lf-regulation fo r  the  press. It 
does so prim arily  by dealing w ith  com pla ints, fram ed w ith in  the  term s o f the  Editors' Code o f 
Practice, abou t th e  ed ito ria l con ten t o f  newspapers and magazines (and th e ir  websites, including 
e d ito ria l audio-visual m ateria l) and the  conduct o f  journa lists.
2. The fu ll te x t o f  Clause 7 (Children in sex cases) o f the  Editors' Code o f Practice is as fo llow s:

7 *Children in sex cases
1. The press m ust not, even if  legally free  to  do so, iden tify  ch ildren under 16 w ho are v ictim s o r 
w itnesses in cases involv ing sex offences.
2. In any press re p o rt o f  a case invo lv ing a sexual o ffence against a child -
i) The child m ust no t be iden tified .
ii) The adu lt m ay be iden tified .
iii) The w ord  "incest" m ust no t be used w here a child v ic tim  m ight be identified .
iv) Care m ust be taken th a t no th ing  in the  repo rt im plies the  re la tionship betw een the  accused
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and the  child.
3. For m ore in fo rm a tion , please contact Jonathan C o lle tt on 020 7438 1246 o r 07740 896805. 
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