
For Distribution to CPs

PCC upholds complaint against magazine following payment to associate of convicted criminal

The Press Com pla ints Commission has upheld a com p la in t against Pick M e Up magazine under 
Clause 16 (Paym ent to  crim ina ls) o f th e  Editors' Code o f Practice.

The magazine had published a f irs t person account o f a w om an w ho  had slept w ith  a man on the 
n ight th a t he had com m itted  m urder. The daughter o f  th e  v ic tim  com plained to  the  PCC th a t the  
magazine had breached the  Code by paying the  w om an fo r  the  story, as she was an associate o f a 
convicted crim ina l; the  tw o  ind iv idua ls w ere , she argued, m ore than ju s t acquaintances (fo r 
exam ple, th e y  shared the  same friends). In the  com pla inan t's  view , the re  was no purpose to  the 
s to ry  o th e r than financia l gain to  bo th  th e  w om an and th e  magazine a t the  expense o f her m other's 
death . This a rgum ent was d isputed by th e  magazine, w h ich  did no t consider th a t the  subject o f the 
s to ry  was an 'associate' o f the  crim ina l, b u t ra the r a passing acquaintance.

Clause 16 o f the  Editors' Code p roh ib its  paym ents to  "convicted o r confessed crim inals o r to  th e ir  
associates - w ho  may include fam ily , friends and colleagues" fo r  stories which "seek to  exp lo it a 
pa rticu la r crim e". The Commission ru led th a t th e  sexual re la tionsh ip  betw een the  m urdere r and the 
w om an he slept w ith  m eant th a t th e  w om an could reasonably be described as an 'associate', w h ile  
th e  fact th a t the  focus o f the  artic le  was e n tire ly  on the  w om an's association w ith  the  m urderer 
m eant th a t the  s to ry  exp lo ited  the  crim e. A lthough the  w om an had been en titled  to  te ll her story to  
the  magazine, the  paym ent fo r  it could n o t be Justified. The com pla in t was the re fo re  upheld.
Further com pla in ts made under Clause 1 (Accuracy) and Clause 5 (In trusion in to  g rie f o r shock) w ere 

no t upheld by the  PCC.

Stephen Abell, D irecto r o f  the  PCC, com m ented : "C om pla in ts under Clause 16 o f the  Editors' Code 
are re la tive ly  rare, so it  is im p o rta n t th a t ed ito rs  take no te  o f th is  im p o rta n t ruling. The Code is 
righ tly  very s tr ic t in th is  area and - w h ile  freedom  o f expression does mean th a t newspapers and 
magazines can publish ind iv idua ls ' s tories regardless o f th e ir  invo lvem ent o r association w ith  crimes 
- th e  Code is very c lear th a t paym ent m ust no t be made to  crim inals o r th e ir  associates fo r  stories o r 
in fo rm a tio n  th a t exp lo it a pa rticu la r crim e, unless the re  is a public in te res t in doing so. This decision 
is a rem inde r to  th e  industry  to  tre a t s tories o f th is  so rt w ith  pa rticu la r care".

ENDS

Notes to  Editors:
1. The PCC is an independen t body w h ich  adm in isters th e  system o f se lf-regulation fo r  the  press. It 
does so p rim arily  by dealing w ith  com pla in ts, fram ed w ith in  th e  te rm s o f the  Editors' Code o f 
Practice, abou t the  e d ito ria l co n te n t o f newspapers and magazines (and th e ir  websites, including 
e d ito ria l audio-visual m ate ria l) and th e  conduct o f Journalists.
2. Clause 16 (Paym ent to  crim ina ls) states:
i) Paym ent o r o ffe rs  o f  paym ent fo r  s tories, p ictures o r in fo rm a tion , w h ich  seek to  exp lo it a 
pa rticu la r crim e o r to  g lo rify  o r g lam orise crim e in general, m ust no t be made d irectly  o r via agents 
to  convicted o r confessed crim ina ls o r to  th e ir  associates - w ho may include fam ily, friends and 
colleagues.
ii) Editors invoking the  public in te res t to  Justify paym ent o r  o ffe rs  w ould  need to  dem onstra te  tha t 
the re  was good reason to  believe the  pub lic  in te res t w ou ld  be served. If, despite paym ent, no public 
in te res t em erged, then  th e  m ateria l should no t be published.
3. To read the  ad jud ica tion , w h ich  has been published in the  26 M ay ed ition  o f the  magazine, please 

click here.
4. For m ore in fo rm a tio n , please con tac t Jonathan C o lle tt on 020 7438 1246 o r 07740 896805.
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