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Statement from the PCC on phone hacking following meeting today (6 July 2011)

At its regular meeting today, the Press Complaints Commission discussed the admissions of the 
News of the World of its involvement in the hacking of the telephone of murdered schoolgirl Milly 
Dowler in 2002. There have been similar claims made in regard to other victims of crime and 
tragedy.

The Commission's members, both public and editorial, were unanimous in their condemnation.
The Commission was very clear that this conduct was unacceptable and self-evidently undermined 
assurances given to the PCC by News International in the past. It, therefore, recognises that it can no 
longer stand by its 2009 report on phone hacking and the assertions made in it.

At the beginning of this year, the PCC established a Phone Hacking Review Committee. It will 
continue to work actively, and will establish protocols across the industry to improve standards in 
the future.

The PCC readily accepts its responsibility, shared with others, to ensure that events of this sort 
should never happen again. To that end, it agreed that public members of the Commission will lead a 
review of all aspects of press regulation in its current form, which will be designed to ensure that 
public confidence is enhanced. The Commission will wish to review its own constitution and funding 
arrangements, the range of sanctions available to it, and its practical independence.

The Chairman of the PCC today said:

" W e  w e l c o m e  t h e  a n n o u n c e m e n t  b y  t h e  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  o f  h i s  p r o p o s e d  i n q u i r i e s .  T h e  P C C  is  

d e t e r m i n e d  t o  i d e n t i f y  n e c e s s a r y  r e f o r m s  t h a t  w i l l  g u a r a n t e e  p u b l i c  c o n f i d e n c e  in  p r e s s  r e g u l a t i o n .  

A l r e a d y ,  t h e  P C C  p r o v i d e s  a  f r e e  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  t h a t  h e l p s  t h o u s a n d s  o f  p e o p l e  e v e r y  y e a r .

T h e r e  i s  c u r r e n t l y  a  m a j o r  p o l i c e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  w h i c h  h a s  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  p o w e r s  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a n d  

r e s o u r c e s  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  p e r p e t r a t o r s  o f  t h e s e  c r i m i n a l  a c t s .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  is  d e t e r m i n e d  

t o  p l a y  i t s  p a r t  in  b r i n g i n g  t o  a  c o n c l u s i o n  t h i s  s h o c k i n g  c h a p t e r ,  w h i c h  h a s  s t a i n e d  B r i t i s h  j o u r n a l i s m ,  

a n d  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  g o o d  c o m e s  o u t  o f  i t . "

As regard to the debate in Parliament today, the Chairman added:

" T h e  s t a t u s  q u o  i s  c l e a r l y  n o t  a n  o p t i o n ,  a n d  w e  n e e d  t o  i d e n t i f y  h o w  t h e  m o d e l  o f  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  

P C C  c a n  b e  e n h a n c e d  b e s t  t o  m e e t  t h e s e  c h a l l e n g e s .  H e n c e  t h e  a c t i o n  w e  h a v e  t a k e n  t o d a y " .

ENDS
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