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The Press Complaints Commission responds to today's speech by Ed Miliband (8 July 2011)

It is w rong o f M r M iliband to  call fo r  the  scrapping o f the  PCC. His remarks are long on rhe to ric  and 
sho rt on substance. He appears to  be ignorant o f  the  im p o rta n t and valued w ork  o f  th e  PCC.

However, he is righ t to  support se lf-regu la tion and to  say th a t th e  phone hacking scandal should act 
as a catalyst fo r  im provem en t and re fo rm  o f the  industry. Indeed, his remarks s im ply echo the 
s ta tem ent the  PCC its e lf issued on W ednesday. W e believe th a t the  industry is fu lly  com m itted  to  
the  Press Com plaints Commission, and w ill respond app rop ria te ly  to  th is  challenge.

M r M ilband o ffe rs  th ree  areas fo r  pa rticu la r change: g rea te r independence o f its Board mem bers 
fro m  those it regulates; p rope r investigative powers; and an a b ility  to  enforce corrections. M r 
M iliband is e ffective ly  agreeing w ith  the  PCC's ow n s ta tem ent, w h ich  said th a t th e  areas o f proposed 
re fo rm  should be: " its  ow n co n s titu tio n  and fund ing  arrangem ents, the  range o f sanctions available 
to  it, and its practical independence".

However, it is w o rth  po in ting  o u t th a t th e  PCC exercises the  pow er to  enforce co rrections on a daily 
basis. It dealt w ith  thousands o f com pla in ts across th e  w ho le  newspaper and magazine industry  in 
2010, many involv ing corrections and apologies. The PCC has to  agree prom inence o f all corrections 
in advance. M r M iliband, in th is  respect, is suggesting a change th a t already exists.

On W ednesday, Baroness Buscombe said:

"T h e  C o m m is s io n  is d e te r m in e d  to  p ia y  its  p a r t  in  b r in g in g  to  a  co n c iu s io n  th is  s h o c k in g  c h a p te r ,  

w h ic h  h as  s ta in e d  B ritis h  jo u r n a iis m , a n d  to  e n s u re  t h a t  g o o d  c o m e s  o u t  o f  i t ."

The PCC welcom es the  challenge to  respond to  th e  issues a t stake, and looks fo rw a rd  to  discussing 
th is  fu r th e r w ith  M r M iliband  and his team .
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