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PCC public members: our work goes on (8 July 2011)

The independent public m em bers (listed below) o f the  Press Com plaints Commission have today 
made clear th a t its w o rk  w ill continue.

It is im p o rta n t fo r  everyone to  recognise th a t the  G overnm ent cannot s im ply o rd e r the  replacem ent 
o f  the  PCC, because it  is an independen t organisation. W hile  we pub lic ly accept the  need fo r  re form  
and im provem ent, and w elcom e the  inquiries, ou r highly im p o rta n t w o rk  m ust still go on, in o rde r 
th a t ou r service to  the  public (to ob ta in  redress both before and a fte r pub lica tion) can continue. 
Those w ho are calling fo r  the  end o f the  PCC have undervalued and underestim ated its day-to-day 
w ork.

The PCC exists to  handle the  com pla ints and pre-pub lica tion concerns o f  every m em ber o f the  public 
in th is  country , m any o f w hom  lack the  means to  ins truct lawyers in defence o f th e ir  rights. It has a 
b rillian t, and dedicated, s ta ff o f  professionals, w ho w ork  around the  clock. Their w o rk  m ust be bu ilt 
upon, no t je ttisoned .

W hile  we hear the  clearly-stated views o f M em bers o f  Parliam ent, we call upon them  to  con firm  th a t 
- pending the  fina l ou tcom e o f both  inqu iries - the  v ita l w o rk  o f the  PCC m ust be allowed to  continue 
fo r  the public good.

M em bers o f th e  public w ill s till come to  us fo r  help, and o u r s ta ff w ill o ffe r it to  them . Intrusions w ill 
be prevented and inaccuracies corrected. Newspapers and magazines w ill s till be held to  account by 
th e  Commission. We are pleased th a t all sectors o f the  industry  (nationa l, regional and magazines) 
have pledged th e ir  renewed co m m itm e n t to  adhere to  the  Code enforced independently  by the  PCC.

O ur w o rk  w ill go on.
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