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EDITORS UNVEIL REVISED CODE OF PRACTICE

Changes to  the  vo lun ta ry  code o f standards overseen by the  Press Com plaints Commission are 
announced today by the  Editors' Code o f Practice C om m ittee. A fte r a com prehensive review, the  
com m ittee  - com prising senior ed ito rs fro m  nationa l and regional newspapers and magazines - has 
revised th e  Code to  make it shorte r and crisper w h ile  at the  same tim e  broadening its  provisions in 
some areas, such as d ig ita l com m unications.

The revised rules take e ffect from  June 1. Am ong th e  key changes, th e  Code:

• Re-emphasises th a t ed itors and publishers have th e  u ltim a te  du ty  o f  care to  im p lem en t the  Code.
• Stresses th a t its rules apply to  all ed ito ria l con tribu to rs , including non-journa lists.
• Makes clear th a t i t  covers online versions o f pub lica tions as w e ll as p rin ted  copies.
• Insists th a t publications which are critic ised in adverse adjudications should include a reference to  

the  PCC in the  headline.
• Extends the  p ro tection  o f priva te  correspondence to  include d ig ita l com m unications - p roh ib iting  
the  in te rcep tion  o f private o r m obile  te lephone  calls, messages o r emails, unless in th e  public 

in terest.
■ In troduces a new rule to  p revent paym ent to  crim inals fo r  m ateria l w h ich  seeks to  exp lo it, g lo rify  o r 

g lam orise crim e.
• Tightens the  rules so th a t a new spaper w h ich  paid a crim ina l in the  be lie f th a t it  w ou ld  e lic it 
m ateria l in the  public in te res t could no t publish i f  no public in te rest emerged.

For fu r th e r  in fo rm a tio n  con tact: Editors' Code C om m ittee secretary Ian Beales: 01453 860577. 
(M ob ile : 0771 577 0400).

The Code o f Practice Com m ittee w orks under th e  aegis o f the  Press Standards Board o f Finance Ltd., 
a com pany lim ited  by guarantee, registered in England and Wales No 2554323. The Code is ra tified  
by the  Press Com plaints Commission, w h ich  is charged w ith  enforcing it
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