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Introduction
This report offers a comprehensive analysis of the phenomenon of inaccurate and racist anti

Muslim narratives within the British media. The report draws principally on two kinds of 

sources: firstly, it examines a large range of existing academic studies, policy reports, 

empirical analysis, opinion polls, and surveys to determine the state of the research on the 

question of 'Islamophobia' in the UK mainstream media and its societal impact; secondly, it 

utilises input obtained from 16 key experts -  journalists and editors (from both broadcasting 

and print), media scholars, community leaders, and politicians -  who were consulted to seek 

their informed perspectives on the scale of the problem, and what conceivably must be done 

to solve it.

This dual approach is pursued because it is important, on the one hand, rather than opening 

new avenues of inquiry, to establish exactly what is now indisputably proven by existing 

research, and on the other to operationalise this research in the context of the views of 

practitioners from a variety of backgrounds which are of direct relevance to this issue.

The report begins by contextualising the question of Islamophobia in the wider context of 

issues around racism, racist media narratives and their role in undermining community 

cohesion. Anti-Muslim discourses can thus be situated as a cultural subset of wider racism, 

shifting the focus of racist discourse from biology, physiology and ethnicity, to religious and 

cultural markers of difference which, nevertheless, remain equally pernicious as the former if 

not still entwined with them.

The report touches on the theoretical questions around the concept of Islamophobia, noting 

some debates in the literature and pointing out the most salient definitional solutions. It 

then moves on to explore the actual phenomenon of anti-Muslim racism in British media 

narratives over essentially two discrete periods -  the pre-9/11, and the post-9/11 eras. This 

exploration is conducted by discussion of the best available evidence as contained in a series 

of academic and policy studies, including detailed empirical research.

The report then explores the debilitating societal impacts of these anti-Muslim narratives in 

terms of community cohesion generally, and an exacerbation of racist anti-Muslim violence 

specifically. Overall, it finds that a persistence of anti-Muslim trends in British media 

reporting on issues relating to Islam and Muslims has directly contributed to inaccurate 

stereotypes and misconceptions about British Muslims in wider British society, and thus to 

an increasingly hostile climate that has enabled an escalation of anti-Muslim hate crimes 

over the last decade.

Based on this evidence, the report concludes with a series of recommendations for the 

Leveson Inquiry to explore - without compromising the fundamental right of freedom of 

speech - in order to develop a more robust regulatory system capable of holding the British 

media to account for instances of inaccurate, racist anti-Muslim reporting practices which 

demonise entire communities.
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Executive Summary
R a cism  in  the  Fou rth  E sta te ?

Although it is widely assumed that racism in British society is by now a marginal 

phenomenon, unfortunately this is not the case. Research shows that not only do a third of 

the British population admit to racism, but that the more insidious phenomenon of 

'institutional racism' continues to pervade a range of British social institutions, including the 

police service, the judiciary, the NHS, and the education system.

Where does the media fit into this spectrum? Over ten years ago, ethnic minorities as a 

whole were severely under-represented in employment in mainstream British media 

institutions, including both broadcasting and print. But despite a range of efforts to rectify 

this through better regulation, codes of conduct, and more robust internal procedures, the 

current situation has barely improved. To this day, ethnic minorities, including Muslims, still 

find themselves severely under-represented in the mainstream media.

Compared to a decade or more ago, the success of anti-racism campaigns was largely to shift 

the parameters of reporting with often subliminally racist undertones. Rather than focusing 

directly on minorities, racist media reporting has increasingly emphasised the alleged 

dangers posed by a new range of'Others', namely, Muslims, asylum seekers, foreigners, 

Gypsies, Roma and Travellers. This shift has very much involved a re-focusing of the very 

nature of racist discourse away from ethnicity, toward religious, cultural and national modes 

of categorising 'racial' identity.

Within this decade, research has also shown that instances of such negative, unbalanced and 

inaccurate reporting targeting these social groups has a direct effect on community cohesion, 

to the extent of directly contributing to racist offences and violence on the streets of London.

Isla m  a n d  M u slim s in  the  B ritish  M e d ia

Islamophobic and anti-Muslim reporting can be understood as a recent subset and 

culmination of this new milieu of cultural racism. All our consultants agreed that negative 

and unbalanced anti-Muslim reporting does occur amongst sectors of the British media, and 

should be addressed robustly. However, there was some disagreement about the term 

'Islamophobia'.

Careful analysis of the term shows that if Islamophobia is to be deployed as a meaningful 

sociological category, it must retain a precise definition which refrains from tarnishing the 

entirety of British society and its institutions under a broad 'Islamophobic' brush, while also 

distinguishing clearly between inaccurate anti-Muslim media discourses, anti-Muslim  

sentiment in society, and hate crimes targeted at Muslims and Muslim institutions. This does 

not mean a wholesale rejection of the concept of Islamophobia, but rather its refinement 

and cautious application in the context of careful and nuanced analysis.

Contrary to conventional wisdom, anti-Muslim discourses did not originate only after the 

9/11 terrorist attacks, but predated those attacks by some decades. Some sociological and
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political research suggests compelling historical reasons for widely embedded regressive 

assumptions about Islam and Muslims within Western civilization due to past negative 

encounters between the Western and Islamic worlds in the context of colonisation and the 

Crusades.

Yet there is a need to move beyond such general concerns to an analysis of specific 

contemporary trends. A range of detailed academic studies of British media reporting in the 

decades and years prior to 9/11 demonstrate that although Muslims were a relatively 

marginal subject overall compared to current times, the bulk of such reporting was negative 

and systematically portrayed Islam as a monolithic entity associated with violence, 

intolerance and hatred of the West; while associating Muslim cultures with intolerance, anti

modernism, anti-pluralism, anti-liberalism, misogyny and patriarchalism.

Key findings from this research concerning pre-9/11 reporting:

• Between 1989 and 2001, the rise of Islamist militancy has been the primary component 

in the portrayal of Islam in the British press.

• British media reporting in this period relating to Muslims focused on three themes 1. 

The 1979 Iranian revolution and Iran's alleged support of terrorism, 2. Violence and 

extremism by Islamist militants within the Muslim world, 3. Violence and extremism by 

Islamist militants in the West.

• A study of British broadsheets from 1997 to 1998 found they associated the Muslim  

world with "extremism and terrorism", "despotism", and "sexism", while reporting of 

British Muslims focused on negative reporting o "Muslim  violence in the public sphere", 

including terrorism, faith schools, and crime.

• For instance, 83.5 per cent of all articles in this period on the then conflict in Algeria 

cited "Islam" as the key factor explaining internal violence in the country.

• Analysis of two liberal and conservative British broadsheets between 1994 and 1996 

found that 88 per cent reported Islam as a foreign phenomenon; and that British 

Muslims were most commonly linked with "fundamentalism", in a way suggesting their 

presence is a threat to mainstream British values endangering national cohesion

• A 2002 analysis of British press reporting by the Guardian's then Middle East editor 

conceded that reporting of Muslims consistently oriented around "four very persistent 

stereotypes", that Muslims are "intolerant, misogynistic, violent/cruel, strange/ 

different."

After 9/11, the resulting scrutiny on Islam and Muslims led to an escalation of negative, 

inaccurate anti-Muslim reporting in the British media. The primary driver of this kind of 

reporting was the populist tabloid press, although the paucity of positive reporting and the 

lack of robust regulation enabled these discourses to then become routinely repeated by 

broadsheets and broadcasters, leading to the general predominance of anti-Muslim  

narratives. Thus, the systemic extent of this inaccurate, false and unbalanced racist reporting
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targeting Muslims in Britain has now been documented by a range of independent empirical 

studies, and corroborated by the experiences of our consultants who have worked as editors, 

journalists and reporters in both broadcasting and print media.

Key findings from this research concerning post-9/11 reporting:

• Tabloid newspapers have played a leading role in inaccurate anti-Muslim reporting, but 

these often set the agenda for wider reporting practices throughout the media.

• A study of 352 articles over a randomly selected one week period in 2007 found that 91 

per cent articles about Muslims was "negative"; four per cent positive; and five per cent 

neutral.

• Negative associations were linked to domestic terrorism, Afghanistan, Iraq and Iran.

• 12 of the 19 papers had no positive associations at all; 96 per cent of tabloid articles 

were negative, compared with 89 per cent in broadsheets.

• More than half of the articles represented Islam as a "threat", and that British Muslims 

are different to "us" and a threat to "us".

• A wider survey of a sample of 974 British press articles from 2000 to 2008 found that 

two thirds of them portray British Muslims as a "threat" and a "problem".

• A third focused on terrorism, and 22 per cent focused on cultural differences between 

British Muslims and non-Muslims.

• Four out of five most common discourses associated British Muslims with "threats, 

problems or in opposition to dominant British values", with only 2 per cent suggesting 

Muslims "supported dominant moral values."

• References to "radical Muslim s" outnumbered references to "moderate Muslim s" by 17 

to one.

• Imagery associated with articles generally depicted Muslims as a homogenous mass.

• A further study of British press representations over a 15 year period found that the 

biggest shift in British press reporting after 9/11 was to associated British Muslims with 

terrorism and extremism; and with acts of terrorism consistently linked to Islamic belief. 

In all articles on terrorism, the "Muslim ness" of perpetrators of terrorism is emphasised.

• Coverage of British Muslims has also focused on highlighting and stigmatising cultural 

differences with British values, focusing on the veil, honour killings, conversion, Muslim  

protests, Muslim separatism, immigration, and calls for censorship.

• British Muslims have been overwhelmingly associated with calling for the 

"Islamification" of the UK.
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• Such British tabloid stories frequently set the agenda for wider newspaper and 

broadcasting media, even if they claim to attempt to report them impartially, with the 

effect of reinforcing the overall dominance of anti-Muslim narratives.

The Isla m o p h o b ic  Im p a ct o f  A n ti-M u slim  M e d ia  R e p o rtin g

The predominance of anti-Muslim media reporting has had a systematically debilitating 

impact on community cohesion in the UK. Opinion polls and surveys through the last decade 

show that British non-Muslim perceptions of British Muslims have in fact increasingly 

deteriorated. Currently, a clear majority of the general British population views Muslims in 

the UK with suspicion and hostility, associates them with terrorism, extremism and sexism, 

and sees them as a homogenous mass inherently opposed to British values and national 

identity. These associations, of course, correlate with the same narrative frames that have 

come to increasingly dominate the way powerful sectors of the British media portray 

Muslims.

• From 2001 to 2006, the number of UK non-Muslims who said they felt threated by Islam 

rose from 32 per cent to 53 per cent.

• From 2005 to 2006, the number of non-Muslims who believed that British Muslims have 

no loyalty to Britain and are prepared to carry out terrorism rose from 10 to lS  per cent.

• By 2009-2010, 67 per cent of non-Muslims were suspicious about British Muslim  

allegiances as citizens, and 58 per cent linked Islam with extremism.

• In 2010, 75 per cent of non-Muslims now believe Islam is negative for Britain, and that 

Muslims do not engage positively in society. 63 per cent do not disagree that "Muslim s 

are terrorists", and 94 per cent agree that "Islam oppresses women."

Equally, a byproduct of this social polarisation is that many British Muslims increasingly see 

British media and society as a whole as 'Islamophobic', contributing to a greater sense of 

alienation and undermining a sense of belonging to British national identity. Far from 

contributing to the integration of Muslims, this reinforces extremist narratives and vindicates 

the anti-Western ideologies promoted by militants.

• In 2007, 63 per cent of British Muslims felt that British media portrayals of Muslims is 

"Islamophobic"; and 72 per cent of those reported they "don't feel a sense of 

belonging" to Britain.

Most disturbingly, our consultants with journalistic experience warned that the culmination 

of this social polarisation was racist violence on the streets -  a proposition strongly 

supported by range of detailed evidence. Correlating with the intensification of inaccurate 

and negative anti-Muslim reporting over the last decade, and the corresponding breakdown 

of community cohesion, there has been a documented escalation in racist and religiously 

aggravated violence in which British Muslims tend to be over-represented.
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• In the eight years between 1999 and 2007, the number of offences identified as having 

an element of racists aggravation grew by approximately fourfold.

• A 2010 study of Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) figures notes that the number of 

persons referred to the CPS for possible prosecution for racially aggravated offences has 

experienced an overall "313 per cent increase"; although the number of recorded racial 

incidents has declined in London, it has more than doubled across the UK.

• The 2010/2011 CPS Hate Crime Report noted that the number of cases referred to the 

CPS by police on grounds of religious hostility had grown by 45 per cent.

• Successive CPS Racist Incident Monitoring Reports this decade show that Muslims have 

accounted for more than half of all incidents of religiously aggravated offences at 54 per 

cent; and that Muslims account for the largest faith group experiencing hate crimes.

• As of 2010, although Muslims represent 3 per cent of the UK population, they represent 

a massive 44 per cent (almost half) of those who have died in lethal racist attacks since 

the 1990s.

• Police figures from just two regions indicate a rough total of about 1,200 recorded anti

Muslim hate crimes as of 2011. Systematic under-reporting of anti-Muslim hate crimes 

due to lack of confidence in the police, and problematic police procedures in dealing 

with racist/religiously aggravated offences means actual figures are much higher.

• From 9/11 until 2010, up to 60 per cent of mosques, Islamic centres and Muslim  

organisations in the UK have suffered at least one attack.

• In 2011, well over half of British Muslims report having experienced some sort of public 

Islamophobic abuse, harassment or intimidation.

Thus, the latest police figures and academic studies indicate that anti-Muslim hate crimes are 

now at record levels compared to the beginning of the decade. Two highly detailed case 

study reports of anti-Muslim hate crimes in London and the UK by a former Special Branch 

counter-terrorism officer at Scotland Yard's Muslim Contact Unit demonstrate unequivocally 

that anti-Muslim media narratives have played a direct role in motivating perpetrators of 

such crimes. Evidence drawn on to support this conclusion includes direct interviews with 

victims, far right activists and witnesses confirming that specific anti-Muslim news stories 

routinely promoted by the tabloid press are regularly exploited to justify Islamophobic 

ideology, and further to legitimise hate crimes targeted at British Muslims.

C o n clu sio n s &  R e co m m e n d a tio n s

There is a disturbing link between the escalation in anti-Muslim hate crimes, the rise in 

Islamophobic sentiments in general British society, and the role of powerful sectors of the 

British media in systematically promoting false, inaccurate and racist anti-Muslim narratives. 

This demonstrates that media reform of some kind is an urgent imperative for the future of 

Britain, community cohesion, and ultimately the integrity of the country's national identity.
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Based on the existing research, as well as the expert suggestions of our consultants, we put

forward the following recommendations for the Leveson Inquiry to consider:

R egu la tion  a n d  th e  Press C om pla in ts C om m ission  (PCC)

1. A key problem that has been identified with the PCC is that the code of conduct 

applies only to individuals who have been reported about inaccurately, with a 

resulting inability to launch third party complaints. Therefore the code of conduct 

must be amended to address discrimination against groups through false and 

inaccurate reporting, rather than just individuals.

2. Another key problem identified is that the PCC is simply not sufficiently independent 

from the media industry, and furthermore has no powers to impose meaningful 

sanctions or penalties capable of holding the media accountable for flagrant violations 

of the code. Thus, several consultants pointed out that a new regulatory framework 

must not only be independent from government and the press, but should include 

proper penalties, including fines, as well as a statutory right of reply which gives due 

prominence to retractions and corrections in the form of equal space.

3. The existing press code of conduct also needs to be revised in light of the extent to 

which social groups such as Muslims have been subjected to vilification and racist 

attacks due to irresponsible and inaccurate reporting, in order to ensure that the 

media acts in accordance with the protections afforded under existing equalities 

legislation. This revision should involve input from the Equality and Human Rights 

Commission and the Department for Communities & Local Government.

U n d er-R epresen ta tion  o f  M inorities  a n d  M u slim s in th e  M ed ia

4. The scarcity of minorities in general and Muslims in particular in the media in terms of 

employment is a fundamental structural problem that has contributed to the capacity 

of sectors of the British media to report inaccurately on Muslims with a degree of 

impunity. Robust measures must be pursued, backed with regulatory enforcement, to 

ensure that the British media as a whole pursue new policies of positive action to 

increase employment of minorities, including Muslims, with clear targets. This state of 

affairs will not change without pressure from government -  therefore statutory reform 

is required to ensure that media institutions work towards ensuring that there is 

greater diversity in employment.

Form al E n g a g e m e n t w ith  British M inorities  a n d  M uslim  C o m m u n itie s

5. Journalists and editors reporting on issues relating to minorities such as Muslims 

require appropriate training and education to ensure they have a grounded and valid 

understanding of these issues in all their complexity and diversity. Given the scale of 

the problem, this training should be mandatory.

6. Any new or reformed regulatory framework should include the establishment of an 

independent advisory panel to provide expert input to journalists and editors on
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issues relating to minorities, including Islam and Muslims -  perhaps by advising the 

PCC and/or its successor body.

7. Forums should be established by which media institutions are able to engage directly 

with British Muslims in order to develop a better understanding of their culture and 

values. While some consultants suggested that the impetus for this should originate 

from British Muslim community leaders and organisations, it is clear that due to 

obvious power disparities, such outreach initiatives should be commenced by media 

institutions. However, equally, Muslim communities should certainly attempt to be 

more proactive in their efforts to engage media both critically and constructively.

P ro tection  o f  Journalists

8. Finally, there is a need to ensure that journalists themselves are protected so that they 

are able to exert their ethical rights to resist editorial pressure to report inaccurately 

or in a way that involves racist denigration -  as has already been unanimously voted 

for by unions at a TUC conference last year.
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1. Racism in The Fourth Estate?
Despite the progress made over the last decades in terms of race relations and equal 

opportunities legislation, it would be naive to assume that the problem of racism has been 

solved. To the contrary, racism in the United Kingdom is very much alive and well. A recent 

survey by OnePoll of 2,000 British adults, 88 per cent of whom classified themselves as 

'White British', found that a third admitted to regularly making comments or being involved 

in discussions which could be considered racist. Seventy one per cent blamed the 

government's "open door" immigration policy towards foreign nationals for the increase in 

racism in the country.^

It is not entirely surprising then, in this context, that many of our major institutions continue 

to suffer from the persistence of 'institutional racism'.^ Several studies show that despite 

landmark improvements, institutional racism remains a persistent problem in Britain's 

judicial system, the police service, the NHS, and education system.^

1.1. U n d e r-R ep re sen ta tio n  o f  E th n ic M in o rit ie s w ith in  the  M e d ia

So to what extent is this problem reproduced in Britain's mainstream media? Over a decade 

ago, Beulah Ainley studied the representation of black and Asian journalists in national 

newspapers in Black Journalists, White Media, finding that by the mid to late 1990s, out of 

the 3,000 journalists employed by national newspapers, only 20 were black. The National 

Union of Journalists estimated that in 1998, only 1.8 per cent of their 27,000-strong 

membership was black, compared to the national minority population of 5.27 per cent.'^

This disparity was also reflected in television. A 2002 report by the Broadcasting, 

Entertainment, Cinematograph and Theatre Union (BECTU) concluded that British television 

is "institutionally racist", with programme-makers excluding ethnic minorities and 

"ghettoising" them away from parts in mainstream shows. Indeed, Independent Television 

Commission (ITC) figures showed that many of the UK's leading television companies had cut 

back on ethnic minority employees in their programming and management departments, 

with several completely lacking minority staff. Thus, in 2001, seven major ITV franchises had 

no ethnic minorities in broadcasting management. At Channel 4 the percentage fell from 8.2 

per cent in 2000 to 5.7 per cent last year. Similarly, in programme-making, Channel 4's 

percentage of employees from ethnic minorities had more than halved from 13.5 per cent to

6.6 per cent between 2000 and 2001. Five other ITV franchises had no ethnic minorities in 

their programme-making departments last year in 2001. Between 1999 and 2001, the 

number of ethnic programme-making staff at Carlton had dropped from 14 to 4, and at 

Granada from 39 to 19. Although the BBC had set a target of 4 per cent of its senior 

management to consist of ethnic minorities, as of 2002 the actual number was still below 

that at 3.4 per cent.^

Since then, there have been a range of improvements whose significance should not be 

overlooked. Statutory bodies such as the ITC, the Broadcasting Standards Council (BSC), the 

Press Complaints Commission (PCC), along with various internal complaints processes, have 

contributed to a regulatory framework giving greater priority to curbing racially offensive
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re p re se n ta t io n s  in th e  m ed ia . R ep re sen ta tio n  o f m in o r it ie s  has im p ro ved , w ith  ta b lo id  
n ew sp ap e rs  g iv ing  g re a te r space  to  m in o r it ie s  as so u rce s  and c la im -m ake rs , and up to  th re e - 

q u a rte rs  o f  new s co ve rage  ca rry in g  b ro a d ly  an ti- ra c is t th em es . A nd  p riva te  and p u b lic  se c to r  
b ro ad ca s tin g  have u n de rta ken  a v a r ie ty  o f  in s t itu t io n a l in it ia t iv e s  to  s e lf -m o n ito r  o u tp u t  and 
ad d re ss  u n d e r-re p re se n ta t io n  o f m in o r it ie s  in e m p lo ym e n t. Yet reg re ss ive  p ro b lem s  have 

rem a in ed . D esp ite  a g en e r ic  e n d o rs e m e n t o f  an ti-ra c ism , th e  d isco u rse  o f  d e m o n isa t io n  has 
sh ifte d  aw ay  fro m  m in o r it ie s  in g en e ra l to  m o re  sp e c if ic  fo rm s  o f O the r, such  as fo re ign  

n a tio n a ls , a sy lum  seeke rs and  M u s lim s  w h o  by th e ir  re lig io u s  o r  cu ltu ra l id e n t it ie s  a re  seen  
to  re p re sen t a p o te n t ia l ch a lle ng e  to  B r it ish  c it izen s . In s t itu t io n a l m o n ito r in g  and regu la to ry  
in it ia t iv e s  have a lso  had m ixed resu lts , w ith  litt le  m ed ia  a c c o u n ta b ility  e xcep t fo r  th e  m ost 

v iru le n t  ra c ia lly  o ffen s ive  repo rt in g , and v e ry  litt le  im p ro v e m e n ts  in re p re se n ta t io n  o f 
m in o r it ie s  in em ploym ent.®

Ten yea rs  on, v e ry  litt le  has changed . A  su rve y  by th e  New Statesman e a r lie r  th is  y ea r 
co n c lu d e d , shock ing ly , th a t "e th n ic  m in o r it ie s  are  s t ill la rg e ly  ab sen t fro m  o p in io n  pages, 
s e n io r  e xe cu tiv e  ro le s and s ta ff jo b s  in th e  m ed ia ." The  su rve y  fo un d  no t a s ing le  na tio n a l 

n e w sp a p e r e d ito r  o r  p o lit ic a l e d ito r  w h o  w as non -w h ite ; th a t th re e  n a tio n a l n ew sp ap e rs  had 
no t a s ing le  n o n -w h ite  c o m m e n t w rite r;  and th a t o ve ra ll th e  B r it ish  b ro a d sh e e t p ress has 

o n ly  5 n o n -w h ite  fixed  w ee k ly  co lu m n is ts . Indeed, o ve r th e  c o u n try 's  e igh t m a in  na tio n a l 
new spape rs , e n co m p ass in g  a to ta l o f  a b o u t 261  w r ite rs  in th e  co m m e n t and o p in io n  pages 
fo r  a one  w ee k  pe r io d , th e re  w e re  o n ly  11 n o n -w h ite  writers.^

1 . 2 .  T h e  S h i f t  o f  R a c is t  R e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  in  M e d i a  D i s c o u r s e s

Just as th e re  have been  n eg lig ib le  im p ro v e m e n ts  in th e  u n d e r-re p re se n ta t io n  o f e th n ic  
m in o r it ie s  in e m p lo y m e n t in th e  m ed ia  o v e r  th e  last de cade , th e  w ay  in w h ich  th e  m ed ia  

re p re sen ts  e th n ic  m in o r it ie s  d e sp ite  so m e  p rog ress rem a in s  p ro b lem a tic . The  in crea s ing  
ille g it im a cy  o f re p o rt in g  th a t cou ld  be co n s tru ed  as ra c ia lly  o ffen s ive  has led to  a genera l 
change  in th e  w ay  e th n ic  m in o r it ie s  are  p o rtra yed . Yet th is  has m ean t a re -d raw ing  o f th e  

b o u n d a r ie s  o f  'in c lu d e d ' and 'e x c lu d ed ' so c ia l g roups, ra th e r th an  an e lim in a t io n  o f 
p ro b le m a t ic  re p o rt in g  p ra c tice s. W h ile  e th n ic  m in o r it ie s  in gene ra l a re  th e re fo re  n o w  

b ro a d ly  a c cep ted  as p a rt o f  an 'in c lu d e d ' g ro u p  o f B r it ish  c it izen s  in th e  m ed ia , fo re igne rs , 
a sy lum  seeke rs and re lig io u s  g ro up s  such  as M u s lim s  are  fre q u e n t ly  cast o u ts id e  th is  sphe re  
o f inclusion.®

S ince  9 /11 , 7 /7  and  a sp a te  o f  a tte m p ted  b o m b in g  p lo ts  and co n sp ira c ie s  th ro u g h  th is  last 
d e cade  re la ted  to  M u s lim  e x tre m is ts  bo rn  a n d /o r  b ro ug h t up in th e  UK, M u s lim  re lig io u s  and 

cu ltu ra l id e n t ity  - and its c o m p a t ib il ity  w ith  B r it ish  na tio n a l id e n t ity  - have been  u n d e r 
in c re a s in g  s c ru tin y  in th e  media.®

Th is  sh ift has been  no ted  and d o cu m e n te d  by a n u m b e r o f  in d e p e n d e n t agenc ies . In a jo in t  

su b m iss io n  to  th e  UN  C o m m it te e  on th e  E lim in a t io n  o f Racia l D is c r im in a t io n  (UNCERD ) 
pu b lish ed  by th e  R unn ym ed e  Trust, n in e te en  UK an ti- ra c is t N G O s ob se rv ed  th a t th e  m ed ia 's  

ro le  in "sp re ad in g  p re ju d ice  aga in st c e rta in  e th n ic  and  re lig io u s  g ro up s  in th e  UK rem a in s  a 
v e ry  se r io u s  co n ce rn "  -  th e  m a in  v ic t im s  o f such  p ro b le m a t ic  re p o rt in g  are  "M u s lim s , 
m ig ran ts, a sy lum  seeke rs, and G ypsy  and T rave lle rs." R ep o rt in g  on  im m ig ra t io n  has fo cu sed
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in o rd in a te ly  on  negative  re p re se n ta t io n s  ab o u t " ille g a l im m ig ran ts "  w h o  a re  in a ccu ra te ly  
p o rtra yed  as hav ing  w id e  access to  jo b s  and so c ia l b en e f its  th a t th e y  a re  no t e n t it le d  to . 

S im ila rly , cove rage  o f  a sy lum  is o fte n  "d isp ro p o rt io n a te , in a ccu ra te  and hostile ", w ith  
repea ted  a s so c ia t io n  o f a sy lum  seeke rs  w ith  w o rd s  like " f lo od ", "w ave", "bogus", " c r im in a l"  
and " f ra u d u le n t"  g iv in g  th e  in a ccu ra te  im p re ss io n  th a t abu se  by a p p lic a t io n s  o f  th e  UK 's 

a sy lum  seek in g  p ro ce ss  is o f  e n o rm o u s  sca le , w h en  it in fa c t a p p lie s  o n ly  to  a v e ry  sm a ll 
p ro p o rt io n  o f p e o p le  w h o  e n te r  th e  UK. S im ila rly , negative  re p o rt in g  a b o u t Gypsy, Rom a and 

T rave lle r  c o m m u n it ie s  o fte n  uses h igh ly  o ffen s ive  language th e  e ffe c t o f  w h ich  is to  
c r im in a lis e  th e se  e n t ire  c o m m u n it ie s .

1 . 3 .  M e d i a  R e p o r t i n g  a n d  R a c is t  V i o l e n c e

M o s t d is tu rb ing ly , seve ra l s tu d ie s  co n firm  th a t th e re  is a lin k  b e tw een  w id e sp rea d  rac ia lly  

p ro b le m a t ic  re p o rt in g  in th e  m ed ia  a b o u t th e se  so c ia l g roup s, and  in s tan ce s  o f  rac ist 
v io le n ce  aga in s t th e  sam e  g roups. The  R unn ym ed e  T rust p o in ts  to  re cen t re sea rch  in d ica t in g  

" th a t th e  ta rg e tin g  o f  m in o r ity  g ro up s  in th e  m ed ia  has led to  th e se  g ro up s  be ing  v io le n t ly  
attacked."^^ The  Eu ropean  C o m m is s io n  aga in st Rac ism  and In to le ran ce  (ECRI) n o te s  that: 
"M u s lim s , m ig ran ts, a sy lum -seeke rs  and G yp s ie s /T rave lle rs  are  regu la r ly  p re sen ted  in a 

nega tive  ligh t in th e  m a in s tre a m  m ed ia", and th a t "c iv il so c ie ty  a c to rs  have in som e  cases 
ob se rv ed  d ire c t  lin ks b e tw een  m in o r ity  g ro up s  ta rge ted  by th e  m ed ia  and m in o r ity  g roup s 

ta rge ted  in v io le n t  attacks."^^

A  K ings C o lle ge  Lon don  s tu d y  co m m is s io n e d  by th e  M a y o r  o f  Lon don  in 2004  tra cked  
n a tio n a l p ress s to r ie s  on  asy lum  seeke rs  and le ve ls  o f  rac ism  in London , and a lso  asked n ine  

o rg a n isa t io n s  to  m o n ito r  rac ist in c id en ts . The  s tu d y  co n c lu d ed  th a t th e re  w as "c le a r 
e v id e n ce "  th a t negative , u n ba lan ced  and in accu ra te  n a tio n a l re p o rt in g  w as lik e ly  to  

"p ro m o te  fe a r  and  te n s io n "  b e tw een  d iffe re n t e th n ic  c o m m u n it ie s  in a w ay  th a t "m akes 
rac ia l h a ra ssm en t m o re  like ly." N o t o n ly  d id  language  used in lo ca l rac ist in c id en ts  m irro r  
th e m e s  repo rted  in ce rta in  n a tio n a l n ew spape rs , a c tive  rac ists re -used  th e se  p ress re p o rts  in 

so m e  in c id en ts  o f  in t im id a t io n . The  s tu d y  a lso  w a rn ed  th a t u n rep o rted  rac ist h a ra ssm en t 
cou ld  be in c re a s in g  as a co n se q u e n ce  o f  nega tive  m ed ia  p ractices.
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2. Is la m  a n d  M u s lim s  in th e  B ritish  M e d ia

It is in th is  co n te x t o f  a lin k  be tw een  rac ist m ed ia  na rra t iv e s  and  th e  d a n g e r o f  e xa ce rb a tin g  
a c tu a l rac ist v io le n ce  and in te r-co m m u n a l te n s io n s  th a t th e  ro le  o f  th e  m ed ia  in re p o rt in g  

a b o u t B r it ish  M u s lim s  sh ou ld  be u n d e rs to o d . A  w id e  range o f  lite ra tu re  has s tu d ied  th e  w ay  
Islam  and M u s lim s  are  re p o rte d  in th e  m a in s tre a m  m ed ia . M u ch  o f  th is  w o rk  is a sso c ia ted  
w ith  th e  n o t io n  o f 'Is lam o ph o b ia ', a h igh ly  co n te s ted  co n ce p t bo th  in so c io lo g ic a l th e o ry  as 

w e ll as in p u b lic  co m m en ta ry . The  idea o f Is lam oph ob ia  conveys  a d is t in c t iv e  fo rm  o f  rac ism  
and b ig o try  ta rge ted  sp e c if ic a lly  at m e m b e rs  o f  M u s lim  co m m u n it ie s , re in fo rced  by negative  

s te re o typ e s  a b o u t Islam .

T he re  can be litt le  d o u b t th a t B r it ish  M u s lim s  do  face  a d isad van tage  in th e  w ay  th e y  are  
re p o rte d  in th e  m ed ia  o ve ra ll, a lth o u g h  th is  re la te s  p r im a r ily  to  ta b lo id  jo u rn a lism . W h ile  th is  

d o e s  no t m ean  th a t th e  e n t ire  B r it ish  m ed ia  e s ta b lish m e n t sh ou ld  be seen  as Is lam ophob ic , 
th e  te n d e n c y  to  re p o rt negative  s to r ie s  has pu t B r it ish  M u s lim s  in gene ra l on  th e  ba ck foo t.

Richard Peppiatt, former tabloid reporter for the M a il on  Sunday  and the Daily Star, w ho
has a lre a d y  te s t if ie d  be fo re  th e  Leveson  Inquiry, to ld  us that:

"There is no doubt that M uslim s face a serious disadvantage in the w ay they are 

covered in the British press. The reason for this is that underlying m edia coverage o f  

M uslim s is a base assumption that ultimately w hen it com es to Muslim s, there is a 

problem  with them  in relation to British society and values. W hen you have a base 

assum ption that there is a problem  then inevitably resulting narratives are built around  

that assumption. This doesn't have to even be an overt process, but narratives can 

becom e subliminally fram ed  in that way. Consequently, it's fair to say that M uslim s are 

always disadvantaged. This is also due to a lack o f  any positive coverage o f  the good  

w ork and great things that M uslim s do. If  these are never highlighted it is hard to shape  

people's perceptions in a positive manner."

Som e  co n su lta n ts  to  th is  p ro je c t, how ever, e xp re ssed  m ixed fe e lin g s  a b o u t th e  use o f  th e  

te rm  Is lam oph ob ia  to  d e sc r ib e  th e  B r it ish  m ed ia 's  a tt itu d e  to  Islam  and  M u s lim s . W h ile  
n o tin g  th a t in accu ra te  a n t i-M u s lim  re p o rt in g  w as c e r ta in ly  a p ro b lem  in re la t io n  to  ce rta in  

se c to rs  o f  th e  m ed ia , th e y  ob se rv ed  th a t th is  d id  no t w a rran t a sc r ib in g  Is lam oph ob ia  to  th e  
w h o le  o f  th e  B r it ish  m ed ia  e s ta b lish m en t.

Charlie Beckett, former Programme Editor at Channel 4 News, ITN (1999-2006) said:

"There is a particular problem  with a few  tabloids som e o f  the time, but generally I 

think that m uch o f  the m edia goes out o f  its w ay not to be Islamophobic. There is a 

difference between Islam ophobia and  taking a stance against, for example, 'extremist' 

M uslim s or being in favour o f the Iraq war... W hat is w rong is w hen the Islamic or 

M uslim  com ponent o f a story is highlighted w hen it is irrelevant... Generally I think the 

tone has been less strident and aggressive com pared with the period in/after the 

London bom bings w hen the press w ent a bit M uslim  m ad."

Rita Payne, former Asia Editor at BBC World TV, s im ila r ly  no ted  that:
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"British m edia is a very broad category - there are huge differences between serious 

m edia and  tabloids. I w ould  m ost certainly agree that papers like and Sun

could be seen as Islamophobic, but I w ould  not say the sam e about the BBC  or other 

broadcasting channels."

A d d it io n a lly , Tehmina Kazi, Director of British Muslims for Secular Democracy, disagreed 
that Islamophobia was an appropriate term to describe the British media's approach to 
Muslims as a whole, as this oversimplifies the nature of problem.

The  Rt. Hon. Stephen Tim m s MP, a former Minister, and currently Vice-Chair of the Labour 
Party and Shadow Financial Secretary to the Treasury a lso  rem arked :

“M y  position is that there is a clear problem  o f anti-M uslim  bias in parts o f  the British 

media. Newspapers publish gleefully negative reports - and  the num ber o f these, and o f  

individual M uslim s willing to provide them, is a real problem  too - but ignore more  

positive ones. I am  a m em ber o f the A ll Party Group on Islamophobia. I have suggested  

there that Islam ophobia m ay not be the right word. It appears to m ean hatred o f  

Muslim s, w hen the real problem  is lower level and  m ore widespread suspicion."

N one  o f th e se  co n su lta n ts  d ism issed  th e  re a lity  th a t in accu ra te  a n t i-M u s lim  re p o rt in g  is a 
se r io u s  p ro b lem  in pa rts  o f  th e  B r it ish  m ed ia . H ow ever, th e ir  re se rva tio n s  suggest th a t any 

use o f th e  te rm  Is lam oph ob ia  need s to  be d o n e  so  v e ry  p rec ise ly , and w ith o u t  m ak ing  
sw eep in g  g e n e ra lis a t io n s  a b o u t th e  m ed ia , g o v e rn m e n t a n d /o r  o th e r  so c ia l in s t itu t io n s  as a 
w ho le .

2 . 1 .  I s l a m o p h o b i a ?  T h e  R e a l i t y  o f  R is in g  A n t i - M u s l i m  H o s t i l i t y  a n d  

B ig o t r y

In l9 9 7 , th e  R unn ym ed e  T rust o ffe red  its  sem in a l d e f in it io n  o f Is lam oph ob ia  as a se t o f 
a tt itu de s: Islam  is pe rce ived  as a sta tic , u n chang ing  m o n o lith ic  b lock; it is sep a ra te  and 

"o th e r" ;  it lacks va lu e s  in c o m m o n  w ith  o th e r  cu ltu re ; is in fe r io r  to  th e  W est; and is 
ir ra t io n a l, p r im it iv e , sex ist, v io le n t, agg ress ive , and su p p o rt iv e  o f  te rro r ism . H o s t ility  to w a rd s  
Islam  is used to  ju s t ify  d is c r im in a to ry  p ra c t ice s  aga in s t M u s lim s  and th e  e xc lu s io n  o f  M u s lim s  

fro m  m a in s tream  soc ie ty , such  th a t a n t i-M u s lim  h o s t ility  b e co m es no rm a lised .

In 2004 , th e  C o u n c il o f  Eu rope  d e f in e d  Is lam oph ob ia  as " th e  fe a r  o f  o r  p re ju d iced  v ie w p o in t  

to w a rd s  Islam , M u s lim s  and m a tte rs  p e rta in in g  to  th em . W h e th e r  it ta kes th e  sh ape  o f d a ily  
fo rm s  o f rac ism  and  d is c r im in a t io n  o r  m o re  v io le n t  fo rm s, Is lam oph ob ia  is a v io la t io n  o f 
hum an  righ ts  and a th re a t to  so c ia l cohesion."^^

H ow ever, a n u m b e r o f  sch o la rs  have ra ised  im p o rta n t re se rva tio n s  a b o u t th e  co n ce p t o f 
Is lam ophob ia . M a rc e l M au sse n  p o in ts  o u t th a t Is lam oph ob ia  is o fte n  d e p lo ye d  to  e n co m p ass  

and exp la in  a d iv e rs ity  o f  d iffe re n t p h en o m en a  u n d e r o n e  ca tch -a ll ca tego ry. Here, 
d ispa rag in g  d is co u rse s  a b o u t Islam  and M u s lim s , as w e ll as s ta te -san c tio n ed  p o lic ie s  and ac ts 
o f  rac ia l v io le n ce , a re  a ll re du ced  to  a s in g le  id eo lo g ica l 'fe a r ' o r  'p h o b ia ' o f  Islam  -  th e  

o r ig in s  o f  w h ich  its e lf  a re  unexplained.^®
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Th is  la ck  o f  co n ce p tu a l c la r ity  d o e s  no t m ean  th e  co n ce p t o f  Is lam oph ob ia  is w ith o u t  va lid ity , 
bu t th a t its use as an a ll-e xp la n a to ry  ca teg o ry  is p ro b lem a tic . A s  C h ris  A lle n  p o in ts  o u t in his 

sem in a l t re a tm e n t o f  th e  sub je c t, a m o re  ro bu s t d e f in it io n  o f  Is lam oph ob ia  "w o u ld  m ean  
d if fe re n t ia t in g  b e tw een  Is lam o ph o b ia  as an id e o lo g y  th a t in fo rm s and  sh ap es o u r  speech , 
a tt itu d e s  and th ou gh ts , and an Is lam oph ob ia  w h ich  re su lts  in e x c lu s io n a ry  and 

d is c r im in a to ry  p ra c tice s  in c lu d in g  v io le n ce  and abuse."^^

P a rt icu la r ly  in re la t io n  to  m ed ia  d isco u rse  in th e  UK, and th e  pe rs is ten ce  o f  a n t i-M u s lim  hate 

c r im e s  o ve r re cen t years, it is im p o rta n t to  avo id  u n n e ce ssa r ily  co n fla t in g  th e se  tw o  
p h en o m en a  s im p lis t ic a lly  as tw in  fa ce s  o f  an o ve ra rch in g  id eo lo g ica l ha tred  o f  Islam . Th is  
c a u tio n  canno t, how ever, m ean  th a t th e  co n ce p t o f  Is lam o ph o b ia  sh ou ld  s im p ly  be re jected , 

as it is in d isp u ta b le  th a t h o s t ility  and  d is c r im in a t io n  to w a rd  M u s lim s  in th e  UK has in creased  
d ra m a t ic a lly  in th e  last d e cade  in a range o f se c to rs , and c e r ta in ly  w ith in  th e  B r it ish  m ed ia .

A s  Jason Beattie, Political Editor at The Daily Mirror, in fo rm ed  us:

"In  general, but not exclusively, the portrayal o f  M uslim s in the m ainstream m edia has 

been unsatisfactory... [and has included] sloppy and  som etim es stereotypical 

reporting."

The  d e p lo ym e n t o f  th e  te rm  'Is la m o p h o b ia ' is th e re fo re  pu rsued  he re  w ith  ca u tio n , and  is 

used in te rch an g e ab ly  w ith  th e  n o t io n s  o f  a n t i-M u s lim  h o s t ility  and b igotry .

Thus, as Daanish Masood, Media & Partnerships Officer at the United Nations Alliance of 
Civilizations, exp ressed :

"W hether or not we use the term 'Islam ophobia' it is indisputable that anti-M uslim  

narratives have over the last decade becom e increasingly com m on in prom inent parts o f  

UK  m edia."

2 .2 .  M u s l i m s  in  t h e  M e d i a :  D e r o g a t o r y  D i s c o u r s e s  -  P r e - 9 / 1 1

M u lt ip le  s tu d ie s  o f  B r it ish  m ed ia  re p re se n ta t io n s  o f  Islam  and M u s lim s  o ve r th e  last d e cade  
p ro d u ce  a d is tu rb in g  p ic tu re  o f  a p a tte rn  o f ir re sp o n s ib le  and in accu ra te  re p o rt in g  w h ich  fo r 

th e  m o st pa rt po rtra ys  Islam  and M u s lim s  in a h igh ly  nega tive  fa sh ion .

A s  E lza ine  E lgam ri a rgues, negative  p e rce p t io n s  o f  Islam  and M u s lim s  are  no t s im p ly  a new  

p h e n o m e n o n  sp o n ta n e o u s ly  a r is in g  in re spon se  to  th e  9 /11  and o th e r  te r ro r is t  a ttacks. On 
th e  con tra ry , th e y  a re  d e e p ly  eng ra in ed  in W e s te rn  c iv iliz a t io n , hav ing  been  " re so lu te ly  
e s ta b lish ed  in th e  d isco u rse  o f co lo n iza t io n  and in vas ion ." N ega tive  p e rce p t io n s  o f  Islam  and 

M u s lim s  " f irs t em e rged  d u r in g  th e  e a r ly  e n co u n te rs  b e tw een  Islam  and  C h r is t ia n  Eu rope , in 
th e  e ig h th  cen tu ry , and co n t in u e d  o v e r  th e  c e n tu r ie s  w ith  va ry in g  deg ree s  o f  in tens ity , un til 

th e  e p o ch  o f  th e  m ass m ed ia ." C o n te m p o ra ry  press cove rage  o f Islam  and M u s lim s  
" re in fo rc e s  th e  p re -ex is t in g  nega tive  im age o f bo th  in th e  re ad e rs ' co lle c t iv e  m em ory ." Th is 
fo cu se s  on  re p re sen t in g  Islam  as a s ing le , m o n o lith ic  fo rm  th a t o ve r lo o k s  d e m a rca t io n s  

b e tw een  m ilitan t, m o de ra te  and lib e ra l in te rp re ta t io n s  o f  Islam , and in p a r t ic u la r  o ften  
ig no res  th a t m ilita n t v e rs io n s  a re  o n ly  a d he red  to  by a t in y  m in o r ity :  "C en tra l to  th is  im age is
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th e  v ie w  o f Islam  as a m o n o lith ic  e n t ity  a sso c ia ted  w ith  v io le n ce , in to le ra n ce  and ha tred  o f 
e ve ry th in g  W este rn ; hence  th e  b lanke t a s so c ia t io n  o f M u s lim  cu ltu re s  w ith  in to le ra n ce , a n t i

m o d e rn ism , a n ti-p lu ra lism , a n t i- lib e ra lism , m isog yny  and  patriarchalism."^®

But w e  sh ou ld  be ca u t io u s  a b o u t a d d u c in g  in s t itu t io n a l Is lam oph ob ia  here . Brian Cathcart, 
Professor of Journalism at Kingston University, po in ted  o u t to  us tha t: "Jou rn a lism , w h e th e r  

w e  like it o r  no t, d e a ls  w ith  w h a t is n ew  and d ra m a t ic  and te n d s  to  fo cu s  on  th e  negative . So 
it has been  u n avo id a b le  th a t th e  new s m ed ia  have ca rr ie d  m uch  th a t w as negative  in re la t io n  

to  Islam  and M u s lim s ."  In th is  con tex t, he urges us to  re m e m b e r th a t "som e  re p u ta t io n a l 
dam age  to  a ll M u s lim s  w as p ro b a b ly  in e v ita b le  as a co n se q u e n ce  o f th e  a c t iv it ie s  o f 
e x trem is ts . S o m e th in g  s im ila r  h a pp ened  to  Irish p eo p le  d u r in g  th e  t im e  o f th e  IRA bom b  

cam pa ign s  in Eng lish  c it ie s , th ou g h  to  a le sse r deg ree . I th in k  o f  th is  as a re fle x  in so c ie ty  
w h ich  is like ly  to  be re fle c ted  in new spapers ."

H ow ever, Professor Cathcart a lso  em p h a s ise d  th a t w h ile  so m e  deg ree  o f  n eg a tiv ity  m igh t 
th e re fo re  be e xpe c ted , th is  d o e s  no t ab so lve  th e  B r it ish  m ed ia  o f  g ro ss ly  in accu ra te  and 
rac ist re p o rt in g  co n ce rn in g  M u s lim s:

"N one o f  this m eans that journalists do not have a responsibility to report the world  

fairly and  accurately. N or does it excuse casual stereotyping, irresponsible 

generalisations and other poor Journalistic practice... it remains a responsibility o f  

editors and  Journalists to be fair and  accurate, and  to avoid reporting and  com m entary  

that is racist or displays religious intolerance or bigotry. In this, where M uslim s are 

concerned, I think som e o f  the country's top-selling newspapers have too often failed... I 

have no doubt that dam aging stereotypes have been adopted and  repeated by som e  

newspapers, and  that they have all too readily repeated and  em bellished stories that 

played to prejudice m ore than they conform ed to truth. Since these papers enjoy such  

wide circulation, this cannot fail to disadvantage M uslim s in British society."

P ro fe sso r C a th ca rt 's  o b se rv a t io n s  are  bo rn e  o u t by d e ta ile d  research . Focus ing  on 
re p re se n ta t io n s  o f  Islam  in th re e  m a jo r B r it ish  b ro a d sh ee ts  -  The Times, The Independent 
and The Guardian -  E lgam ri e xam ine s  th e ir  cove rage  o f  fo u r  even ts: th e  K h o m e in i d ea th  
se n ten ce  re lig io u s  e d ic t  {fatwa) aga in st th e  n o ve lis t Sa lm an  R ushd ie  in 1989, th e  rise  o f  th e  
Ta liban  m o vem e n t to  p o w e r in A fg han is tan  in 1996, th e  Luxo r k illin g  o f  fo re ig n  to u r is ts  in 

Egypt in 1997  and  th e  S e p tem b e r 11 th  a ttacks  on  N ew  York and W ash in g ton  in 2001. She 
f in d s  th a t "T h e  rise  o f  Is lam ic m ilita n cy  in th e  last th re e  d e ca d e s  has been  th e  p r im a ry  

co m p o n e n t in th e  co n s tru c t io n  and po rtra ya l o f  th e  im age  o f Islam  in th e  B r it ish  press", a 
p ro ce ss  w h ich  has fo cu sed  on e s se n t ia lly  th re e  th em es: 1. th e  1979  Iran ian re vo lu t io n  and 
Iran's a lleged  in vo lv em en t in su p p o rt in g  te rro r ism ; 2. v io le n t  ac ts  and  excess ive  p ra c tice s  by 

Is lam ist m ilita n t g ro up s  in so m e  M u s lim  co un tr ie s ; 3. v io le n t  ac ts  and th re a ts  by Is lam ist 
m ilita n t g ro up s  and f ig u re s  w h ich  tra n scen d  th e  b o u n d a r ie s  o f  th e  M u s lim  w o r ld . The  

co n se q u e n ce  is th a t th e  d o m in a n t n a rra tiv e  a b o u t Islam  p ro m o ted  by th e se  le ad in g  B r it ish  
b ro a d sh e e ts  w as h igh ly  negative , la rg e ly  a s so c ia t in g  th e  fa ith  and its fo llo w e rs  w ith  v io le n ce , 
te r ro r ism  and extremism.^®
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E lgam ri's  w o rk  has been  co rro b o ra te d  by seve ra l p a ra lle l s tu d ie s  o f  B r it ish  b ro a d sh ee t 
re p re se n ta t io n s  o f  M u s lim s . J. E. R icha rd son , fo r  in stance , e xam ine s  re p o rt in g  o f  'Is lam  a n d /  

o r  M u s lim  re la te d ' to p ic s  fro m  O c to b e r  1997  to  Jan ua ry  1998  in The Financial Times, The 
Guardian, The Independent, th e  Daily Telegraph, The Times, th e  Independent on Sunday, and 
th e  Sunday Times. R icha rd son  fin d s  th a t o v e rw h e lm in g ly  th e se  b ro a d sh ee ts  a sso c ia ted  th e  

M u s lim  w o r ld  w ith  "m ilita ry  th re a t" , "e x trem ism  and te rro r ism ", "d e sp o t ism "  and "sex ism ", 
w h ile  d isa s so c ia t in g  B r it ish  M u s lim s  fro m  UK n a tio n a l id e n t ity  th ro u g h  c re a tin g  a sp lit  

b e tw een  "B r it is h "  and "O th e r" , re su lt in g  in " th e  negative  'o th e r in g ' o f  B r it ish  M u s lim s "  
th ro u g h  re p re se n ta t io n  o f "M u s lim  v io le n c e  in th e  pu b lic  sp h e re "  on  issues such  as 
" te rro r ism ", fa ith  schoo ls , and c r im e . Thus, d u r in g  th is  p e r io d  83 .5  p e r ce n t o f  a ll re la ted  

a rt ic le s  re p o rt in g  on  th e  co n f lic t  in A lg e r ia  at th e  t im e  c ited  "Is lam " as a fa c to r  e xp la in in g  th e  
v io le n ce . Fu rther, 64 .9  p e r ce n t o f  th e  a rt ic le s  o n ly  m e n tio n ed  A lg e r ia , and ig no red  th e  ro le s 

and in te re s ts  o f  o th e r  p o w e rs  such  as th e  UK, th e  US and F rance  in e xa ce rb a tin g  th e  co n flic t, 
th u s  ch a ra c te r is in g  it as a pu re ly  in te rn a l p h e n o m e n o n .

E lizabe th  Poo le  fo cu se s  on  an e m p ir ic a l an a ly s is  o f  re p o rt in g  re la tin g  to  Islam  and M u s lim s  in 

o n ly  tw o  b ro a d sh ee ts  -  The Times and  The Guardian -  bu t o ve r a m uch  lo ng e r tw o  yea r 
p e r io d  b e tw een  1994  and 1996. O n ce  again , h e r f in d in g s  are  d is tu rb in g : Islam  is s t ill seen  as 

a fo re ig n  p h e n o m e n o n  (88% o f th e  su rvey) in th e  B r it ish  press; Islam  is th e  th ird  m o st w id e ly  
re p o rte d  m a jo r  fa ith  (22%), b eh ind  C h r is t ia n ity  and Juda ism ; B r it ish  M u s lim s  are  m ost 
c o m m o n ly  linked , in d e scen d in g  o rder, w ith  issues o f  be lie f, e d u ca tio n , fu n d a m e n ta lism , 

w o r ld  a ffa irs, re la t io n s  w ith  C h ris t ia n ity , ad ju s tm e n t to  cu ltu re , and rac ism ; Islam  is 
e xp la in ed , o fte n  negative ly , by co m p a r iso n  w ith  C h r is t ia n ity ; a n t i-M u s lim  se n t im e n t is la rge ly  

d e p ic te d  as a ju s t if ie d  re spon se  to  Is lam ic fu n d a m e n ta lism ; m ost c o m m o n  s te re o typ e s  
cen tre  a roun d  se cu r ity  con ce rn s , Islam  as a th re a t to  m a in s tre a m  B rit ish  va lu es , and th e  idea 
o f ir re d u c ib le  cu ltu ra l d iffe re n ce s  b e tw een  B rit ish  p eo p le  and  Islam; M u s lim  w o m en  o n ly  

fe a tu re d  p re d o m in a n t ly  in 14 p e r cen t o f  a r t ic le s  a b o u t B r it ish  Islam; B r it ish  M u s lim s  m o stly  
a p p e a r in new s s to r ie s , fe a tu re s  and e d ito r ia ls  and h a rd ly  a n yw h e re  else.^^

O ve ra ll, P oo le  p o in ts  o u t th a t th e  te n o re  o f m ed ia  co ve rage  is to  p o rtra y  M u s lim s  as 
e n d an g e r in g  na tio n a l c o h e s io n  w h en  v iew ed  in a B r it ish  con tex t, bu t as e xo tic  and m enac in g  
w h en  v iew ed  in th e  co n te x t o f  fo re ig n  affa irs. In genera l, she  fin ds , M u s lim s  are  

ch a ra c te r ised  by th e  B r it ish  press in te rm s  o f "p r im it iv ism , de v ia n ce , d is ru p t io n  and 
irra t ion a lity , and as in tran s ig en t y e t perfidious."^^

Thus, in h is 2002  ana ly s is  o f  re p re se n ta t io n s  o f  Islam  and M u s lim s  in th e  B r it ish  press, B rian  
W h itake r, th en  M id d le  East E d ito r a t The Guardian, co n c lu d e d  tha t: "T h e re  are  at least fo u r 
v e ry  p e rs is ten t s te re o typ e s  th a t c ro p  up t im e  and aga in  in d iffe re n t a rt ic le s . T hese  te ll us th a t 

M u s lim s  a re  a) in to le ra n t, b) m isog yn is t ic , c) v io le n t  o r  c rue l, d) strange  o r  d iffe ren t."  
W h ita k e r  a rgues th a t such  s te re o typ e s  pe rs is t no t n e ce ssa r ily  due  to  th e  rac ism  o f in d iv id u a l 

jo u rn a lis ts  o r  e d ito rs  -  th o u g h  in so m e  cases th a t m ay w e ll ex is t -  bu t p r im a r ily  du e  to  a lack  
o f  fa m ilia r ity  am on g s t re p o rte rs  and co lu m n is ts  w ith  Islam , its d ive rs ity , and com p lex ity , 
le ad ing  to  a w id e sp re a d  ig no ran ce  o f "b a s ic  fa c ts "  a ro u n d  Islam; th e  p ro b lem  th a t new s 

cove rage  te n d s  to  be nega tive  as "w e  te n d  to  w r ite  a b o u t M u s lim s  m a in ly  w h en  th e y  cause  
tro u b le " ;  and a se r io u s  d e a rth  in M u s lim  re p re se n ta t io n  in e m p lo y m e n t in B r it ish  m ed ia .
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2 .3 .  E s c a la t i o n  o f  A n t i - M u s l i m  D i s c o u r s e  -  P o s t - 9 / 1 1  t o  t h e  P r e s e n t

It is th e re fo re  c le a r  th a t th e  p re va len ce  o f rac ist d isco u rse s  w ith in  th e  B r it ish  m ed ia  to w a rd s  
M u s lim s  long  p re ceded  th e  9 /11  te r ro r is t  a ttacks. U n fo rtu n a te ly , 9 /1 1  and o th e r  te r ro r is t  

a c t iv it ie s  by a m in o r ity  o f  m ilita n t Is lam ists have no t o n ly  led to  a sp ike  in re p o rt in g  re la tin g  
to  Islam  and M u s lim s , bu t have a lso  a c co m p a n ie d  a p e rs is ten t e sca la t io n  o f negative  
cove rage .

The  e xp e r ie n ce s  of Lord Nazir A h m e d  o f  Rotherham  w ith  seve ra l B r it ish  ta b lo id  new sp ap e rs  
illu s tra te  e xac t ly  h o w  a c o m b in a t io n  o f  rac ist a n t i-M u s lim  se n t im e n t and  p o o r  jo u rn a lis t ic  

s tan d a rd s  can g en e ra te  Is lam o p h o b ic  m ed ia  cove rage . Lord A h m ed  has been  a m e m b e r o f  
th e  Lab ou r Pa rty  fo r  37 yea rs  and a life  p e e r fo r  o ve r a de cade , and as such  is p e rh ap s  th e  
m ost p o p u la r  M u s lim  p o lit ic ia n  am on g s t M u s lim s  c o m m u n it ie s  in th e  UK. He exp la in s:

"Since 9/11, the western m edia and  in particular British m edia have dem onised M uslim s  

in one way or the other. M ed ia  reports always connect som eone's crime with the 

religion o f Islam, rather than their citizenship or profession. For example w hen Lord 

Honey, Lord Taylor and  other M P s  were sent to prison the m edia did not say 'Christian' 

M P s  or Lords have gone to prison -  however, even on  m inor issues the m edia insists on  

writing 'M uslim  Peer'.

I first cam e across this horrific exaggeration and  sensationalising in the m edia w hen a 

Young Palestinian m an cam e to see m e at the House o f  Lords for som e help in relation to 

his 'control order'. A b u  Rida approached m e at the Regents Park M osq ue  and I asked  

him  to com e to the House o f Lords and  bring all his relevant docum ents so that I can 

raise his case with the H om e Secretary. However, three days later all the British media  

including The Sun, The Mail, The Express, and  The M irror all sensationalised the 

headlines as 'al-Qaeda in Com m ons,' stating effectively that a M uslim  Labour Peer has 

invited an al-Qaeda suspect for tea in the House o f Lords. It was only later that the true 

facts in relation to A b u  Rida's appointment were printed.

I have experienced a lot o f  hate m ail and verbal threats in relation to this incident. M y  

second experience was regarding the Knighthood o f Sa lm an Rushdie w hen the Daily  

Telegraph deliberately m isquoted m e from  a French newspaper, by stating that I had  

declared that the 9/11 attackers were martyrs. I did not say anything o f  the kind, and I 

had  to obtain the recording from  the French newspaper for the Daily Telegraph to 

withdraw their remarks. Sim ilar stories have been circulated in relation to the anti-Islam  

Dutch M P  Geert Wilders' visit to the United K ingdom  w hen M elanie  Phillips in her article 

(February, 2010) for the Spectator claimed falsely that 'Lord A h m e d  has threatened to 

surround the British Parliament with 10,000 people if Geert Wilders was to visit the 

British Parliament'.

A lthough  I com plained to the Press Complaints Commission, the Telegraph justified its 

false reporting by saying that the israelnewsagency.com had  originally published this 

allegation, and therefore I was not able to pursue m y complaint through the PCC."
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M o s t recen tly , Lord A h m e d 's  p o lit ic a l w o rk  w as d ire c t ly  a ffe c ted  due  th e  Lab ou r Pa rty 's  p re 
e m p t iv e  re a c t io n  to  fa lse  and in accu ra te  m ed ia  re p o rt in g  on his v is it  to  Pak is tan  in ea r ly  

2012. The  Daily Mail and o th e r  n ew sp ap e rs  repea ted  a lle g a t io n s  m ade  in a Pak is tan i 
new spaper, th e  Express Tribune, th a t Lord A h m e d  had g iven  a pu b lic  sp eech  in w h ich  he 
ca lle d  fo r  a £10  m ill io n  b o u n ty  fo r  th e  ca p tu re  o f  P re s id en t O b am a . In re spon se  to  th is  

a lle g a t io n , th e  Lab ou r Pa rty  p re -e m p tiv e ly  su sp en ded  Lord A h m e d  fro m  m e m b e rsh ip  o f  th e  
party, a lth o u g h  it had no t y e t ca rr ie d  o u t an in ve s t ig a tio n  o f th e  c la im s. The  Daily Mail's 
h ea d lin e  read: "Labour Peer Suspended After He 'Offered £10m for Capture of Barack 

Obama' Claiming His Bounty on Terrorist Suspect has 'Insulted All Muslims'."^'^

W ith in  a m a tte r  o f  days, how ever, it em e rged  th a t Lord A h m e d  had y e t aga in  been  g ro ss ly  

m is rep re sen te d  du e  to  p o o r  jo u rn a lis t ic  s tand a rd s  w h ich  avo id ed  s im p le  fa c t-ch e ck in g  
p ro cedu re s . V id e o  fo o tag e  o f th e  sp eech  o b ta in e d  by C hann e l 4 sh ow ed  th a t on  th e  con tra ry . 

Lord A h m e d  had ca lle d  fo r  ju s t ice , w h ich  he a rgued  cou ld  be ca rr ie d  o u t by Tony B la ir  and 
G eo rg e  W. Bush be in g  he ld  to  a c co u n t fo r  w a r c r im e s  th ro u g h  due  p ro cess by be in g  tr ie d  in 
th e  In te rn a tio n a l C r im in a l C ou rt. He sta ted  th a t he w o u ld  be w illin g  to  ra ise  fu n d s  to  su p p o rt 

a lega l cam pa ign  to  th is  end  -  a fa r c ry  fro m  a ring ing  e n d o rs e m e n t o f  illega l v io le n ce . "[The] 
fo o tag e  o f  h is speech , m ade  in U rdu  at a co n fe re n ce  in H a r ip u r on  Friday, in d ica te s  th a t he 

w as m isqu o ted ", o b se rv ed  Telegraph new s re p o rte r  M u rra y  W a rd ro p , to  th e  n ew sp ap e r 's  
c r e d it .S u b s e q u e n t ly ,  th e  Express Tribune, th e  o n ly  n e w sp a p e r to  have p r in ted  th e  o r ig in a l 
a lle g a t io n s  a b o u t a "b o u n ty "  on  P re s id e n t O bam a , o ff ic ia lly  re tra c ted  its c la im s  and 

ap o lo g ised  fo r  w h a t it d e sc r ib e d  as an e r ro r  in its report!ng.^®

The  Daily Mail's re spon se  to  th e se  d e v e lo p m e n ts  is in s tru c t ive  -  th e  n e w sp a p e r re fu sed  to  

a p p ro p r ia te ly  re tra c t its p re v io u s  fa lse  h ea d lin e  re p o rt on  Lord A h m e d 's  speech , and cou ch ed  
its q u a lif ic a t io n  as fo llo w s: "Lo rd  A h m e d  w as su sp en ded  by th e  Lab ou r pa rty  ye s te rd a y  fo r 
a lle g e d ly  pu ttin g  a b o u n ty  on  th e  heads o f P re s id en t O bam a  and fo rm e r  P re s id en t G W  Bush 

w h ile  su p p o rt in g  th e  m an in d ic ted  fo r  th e  B om bay  te r ro r  a ttacks. It is u n c le a r  w h e th e r  
A h m e d  a c tu a lly  sa id th is . H o w eve r h is past reco rd  is no t u n b lem ish ed ."  The  re p o rt w as 

h e a d lin ed  "Accusations Against Lord Ahm ed Merely Highlight a Vile Anti-British Career."^^ 
O n 30̂  ̂June  2012, Lord A h m e d 's  su sp en s io n  w as lifted  by th e  Lab ou r Pa rty  a fte r  th e  Pa rty 's  
in ve s t ig a tio n  c le a red  h im  o f  th e  a lleg a t io n s .

Former tabloid reporter Richard Peppiatt th u s  p o in ts  o u t th a t a lth o u g h  g e n e ra lly  M u s lim s  
a re  a t a d isad van tage  du e  to  th e  p ro b lem  th a t p r im a r ily  nega tive  s to r ie s  a re  v ie w e d  as 

new sw orth y , th e re  is a d is t in c t io n  b e tw een  b ro a d sh e e ts  and ta b lo id s , w ith  th e  la tte r  in 
p a r t ic u la r  e xp e r ie n c in g  a se r io u s  d e c lin e  in jo u rn a lis t ic  s tandard s:

"The problem  is that tabloids like the Sun, the Star or the Express are not necessarily 

truth-seeking newspaper outlets. Their search for stories is very m uch  impact driven, 

and  there is a hunger to identify and  fram e stories in a w ay which can easily provoke an 

em otional and  not a rational response. So  rather than seeking the truth about an issue, 

tabloids often instead try to seek an angle that is m ost emotive, and  which can create a 

story which by playing to the em otional part o f  our brains will have greater impact. This 

therefore can involve downplaying or omitting certain facts, while foregrounding m inor 

facts. One example o f  this is a story run last year by a range o f  tabloids reporting that
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M uslim  councillors snubbed  Britain's war heroes at m edal giving cerem ony for returning 

soldiers. The new s reports said that the M uslim s present refused to applaud and stand  

up at the ceremony, w hen in fact only one M uslim , a Respect councillor, hadn't clapped. 

Here, newspapers deliberately decontextuaiized the story, and  reapplied a false context 

to give the impression that Britain and  Islam  are not compatible. In itself, the story o f  

one M uslim  not clapping is not a story that w ould  m ake the editorial cut. So instead the 

story was spun to m ake it appear that the ha lf the M uslim s in the room  did not applaud, 

and  this creates a story with sufficient emotive content to m ake an impact, but which is 

actually untrue.

The reason the truth has becom e less important for the press is that new s has m oved  

from  being a product o f  information, to a product o f  entertainment. Entertainment is 

about emotions, and  playing on people's fears and  prejudices in a way that encourages 

people to keep buying products, in this case, the product being the newspaper. It is the 

sam e principle as advertising. In  other words, new s has becom e dom inated by  

commercial imperatives designed to maximise sales. To do that your story needs to be 

as emotive as possible, so you need  a 'goody' and  a 'baddy' -  hence, tabloids distil 

complex social realities into a m ore simplistic black and  white world, where there are no  

shades o f grey. Since 9/11, M uslim s have been caricatured as the 'baddy' to create 

em otional tension that will fram e emotive stories to sell m ore newspapers. Once upon a 

time, it was Jews in Germ any who were caricatured in this way -  instead o f  a cartoon o f  

a Jew  with a big nose burning money, we have Journalists pressured to go out o f  their 

w ay to invent negative stories and  depictions o f  Muslim s. A t  this point, the information  

the press is putting out stops being real Journalism and  becomes, simply, propaganda.

A n d  unfortunately, this is continuing with impunity. No one stops newspapers doing  

this. The P PC fo r example does not accept third party complaints about 

misrepresentation toward ethnic groups or religious groups. So at the m om ent there is 

literally nothing to stop newspapers behaving in this way."

H ow  p re va le n t is th is  so rt o f  b iased  and in a ccu ra te  re p o rt in g ?  A m o n g s t o u r  con su lta n ts , 
th e re  w as a d iffe re n ce  o f o p in io n , w ith  so m e  a rgu in g  th e  p ro b lem  o f a n t i-M u s lim  b ias is v e ry  
bad, and  o th e rs  a rgu in g  th a t it is im p rov in g . So fa r e x is t in g  research  leans to w a rd  th e  fo rm e r  

co n c lu s io n , suggesting  a w o rry in g  p reva len ce  o f  in a ccu ra te  a n t i-M u s lim  repo rtin g ; and th a t 
su ch  repo rtin g , w h en  it o ccu rs , d o e s  so  w ith  im pun ity .

A  2007  re p o rt co m m is s io n e d  by th e  G re a te r  London  A u th o r ity  u n d e rto o k  a su rve y  o f B rit ish  
p ress co ve rage  o f Islam  and M u s lim s  du r in g  a ra n d o m ly  se le c ted  o ne  w ee k  p e r io d  cho sen  a 
m o n th  in advance . A  to ta l o f  352  a rt ic le s  w e re  id e n t if ie d  re la tin g  to  M u s lim s  fro m  ac ro ss  th e  

m a in s tre a m  n a tio n a l press, in c lu d in g  The Guardian, The Times, The Financial Times, th e  Daily 
Telegraph, The Independent, The Sun, th e  Daily Mirror, th e  Daily Express and th e  Daily Star. 
N in e ty  o n e  p e r ce n t o f  th e  a rt ic le s  w e re  fo un d  to  be "n eg a t iv e "  in th e ir  a s so c ia tio n s; fo u r  p e r 
ce n t to  be po s it ive ; and  f ive  p e r ce n t neu tra l. The  m a in  nega tive  a s so c ia t io n s  w e re  lin ked  to  
d o m e s t ic  te rro r ism , A fghan is tan , Iraq and Iran. In 12 o f th e  19 pape rs  s tu d ied , th e re  w e re  no 

po s it iv e  a s so c ia t io n s  a t all. In th e  ta b lo id s , 96  p e r ce n t o f  a r t ic le s  w e re  negative , co m p a red  
w ith  89 p e r ce n t in th e  b ro ad sh ee ts . O ve ra ll, a lm o s t a h a lf o f  all a r t ic le s  re p re sen ted  Islam  as
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a " th re a t"  a th ird  o f  th e se  in re la t io n  to  th e  UK and  tw o  th ird s  in re la t io n  to  th e  w o r ld . The 
g en e ra l n a rra tive  w as th a t "Is lam  is p ro fo u n d ly  d iffe re n t fro m , and a se r io u s  th re a t to, th e  

W est; and th a t w ith in  B r ita in  M u s lim s  a re  d iffe re n t fro m  'us', and a th re a t to  'us'." O n th is  
basis, th e  re p o rt ad voca te s  a m o re  p re c ise  d e f in it io n  o f Is lam oph ob ia  fo cu s in g  on  rac ist a n t i
M u s lim  d iscou rse s . Is lam ophob ia :

"... presents narratives about Islam and Muslims as threats at the same time as ignoring 
or misrepresenting alternative narratives; does so with closed not open ways of 

thinking, talking and engagement; is likely to increase insecurity and vulnerability 
amongst Muslims; is likely also to provoke anxiety, fear and panic amongst non- 
Muslims; is unlikely therefore to help diminish levels of hate crime and acts of 

discrimination against Muslims; is unlikely to contribute to an informed debate about 
ways of maintaining and developing Britain as a multicultural, multi-faith democracy."^^

A  fa r  m o re  co m p re h e n s iv e  s tu d y  w as co m m is s io n e d  by C hann e l 4 and co n d u c te d  by th e  
C a rd iff S choo l o f  Jo u rn a lism , M e d ia  and  C u ltu ra l S tud ie s , an a ly s in g  a sam p le  o f  974  B rit ish  
n e w sp a p e r a rt ic le s  re la ted  to  Islam  and  M u s lim s  in th e  UK fro m  2000  to  2008. The  s tudy  

fo un d  th a t tw o  th ird s  o f  th e  a rt ic le s  a b o u t M u s lim s  in B r ita in  p o rtra y  th e m  as e ith e r  a 
" th re a t"  o r  a "p ro b lem ". A  th ird  o f  s to r ie s  fo cu sed  on  te rro r ism , w h ile  22 p e r cen t 

h igh ligh ted  cu ltu ra l d iffe re n ce s  b e tw een  B rit ish  M u s lim s  and n o n -M u s lim s . Fou r o u t o f  five  
o f  th e  m ost c o m m o n  s to ry  th re a d s  a sso c ia ted  Islam  and M u s lim s  "w ith  th re a ts , p ro b lem s  o r  
in o p p o s it io n  to  d o m in a n t B r it ish  v a lu e s "  -  o n ly  a t in y  2 p e r ce n t suggested  " th a t M u s lim s  

su p p o rte d  d o m in a n t m ora l va lu es ." The  m ost c o m m o n  w o rd s  d e p lo yed  in re la t io n  to  Islam  
w e re  " te rro r is t" , "e x trem is t" , "fana tica l" , " fu n d a m e n ta lis t" , "rad ica l" , and "m ilita n t"  -  w ith  

" re fe re n ce s  to  rad ica l M u s lim s  o u tn u m b e r[ in g ] re fe ren ce s  to  m o de ra te  M u s lim s  by 17 to  
one ." Fo r th e  m ost part, th e se  a rt ic le s  on  B r it ish  M u s lim s  u t ilise d  a s im ila r  range o f im ages -  
e ith e r  o f  th e  "s ing le  M u s lim  m ale", o r  "a g ro u p  o f  u n id e n t if ie d  M u s lim  m en " -  th e  e ffe c t 

be ing  to  p o rtra y  M u s lim s  in B r ita in  as a h o m o g en o u s  mass.^®

A  v a r ie ty  o f  o th e r  in d e p e n d e n t a cad em ic  s tu d ie s  co rro b o ra te  and re in fo rce  th e se  fin d ings . 

Fo r e xam p le , E lizabe th  P oo le  e xam ine s  B r it ish  p ress re p re se n ta t io n s  o f  B r it ish  M u s lim s  o ve r a 
15 y e a r pe r io d , e n co m p ass in g  be fo re  and a fte r  9 /11 , in c lud ing : a r t ic le s  on  Islam  and  M u s lim s  
in B r ita in  fro m  12̂  ̂S e p tem b e r 2001  to  25̂  ̂O c to b e r  2001  in The Times and The Guardian; a 

q u a n t ita t iv e  an a ly s is  o f  a ll 2003  a rt ic le s  on  B r it ish  M u s lim s  and Islam  in The Times and The 
Guardian a fte r  th e  in va s ion  o f Iraq; an a ly s is  o f  co ve rage  in a ll B r it ish  n a tio n a l n ew sp ap e rs  

a fte r  th e  7 /7  b o m b in g s  in c lu d in g  th e  tr ia l o f  B r it ish  M u s lim  M o h a m m e d  A t if  S id d iq u e  fo r  
a c t iv it ie s  re la tin g  to  te r ro r ism  and th e  2007  G la sg o w  A irp o r t  a ttack; an e x am in a tio n  o f tw o  
m o n th s  o f  n e w sp a p e r cove rage  (The Times, The Sun, and The Yorkshire Evening Post - a loca l 

pape r) fro m  2008  in c lu d in g  all re fe ren ce s  to  Islam  and  M u s lim s  in all a r t ic le s  fro m  th o se  
m on th s , and  an an a ly s is  o f  on e  w eek 's  te le v is io n  co ve rage  fro m  2009  (B B C l,  BBC2, and 

ITV l); p ress cove rage  o f  th e  d e p o r ta t io n  o f  an ti-Is lam  D u tch  M P  G e e rt  W ild e rs  fro m  B rita in  
fo llo w in g  an in v ita t io n  to  a ttend  a sc re en in g  o f h is f ilm  Fitna in th e  H ouse  o f Lords (Feb rua ry  
2009), in co rp o ra t in g  a ll a r t ic le s  fro m  all n a tio n a l n ew sp ap e rs  in p r in t and o n lin e , as w e ll as 

c o m m e n ts  po s ted  o n lin e  by  readers . F rom  th is  e x ten s ive  su rvey, P oo le  d raw s a se r ie s  o f  
im p o rta n t co n c lu s io n s  w h ich  are  q u o te d  b e lo w  ex tens ive ly :

Unitas Communications Ltd. Page 26

MOD400001907



For Distribution to CPs

Race and Reform: Islam and Muslims In the British Media A submission to the Leveson Inquiry

"The most significant shift in the coverage of British Muslims post-9/11 was in the 
association with terrorism. Whilst this was clearly the prevailing image of global Islam 

prior to 9/11, British Muslims were not directly attributed with this label (see 
Richardson, 2004). Rather, it was Muslims in Britain; exiles, dissidents and asylum 

seekers, who were categorized as extremists. Suggestions of covert activity, such as 

raising funds for political groups abroad, were made as were links to the wider Muslim 
com munity but the physical threat remained at a distance. This shift occurred 

immediately following September 11th when coverage converged dramatically around 
three major topics: terrorism, counter terrorism measures and discrimination against 
Muslims ... Rather than providing any historical or political context, the acts of terrorism 

are clearly linked to Islamic belief. The link between religion and violence is made 
frequently... The perpetrators' Muslimness is emphasized, other motivations, if 

mentioned, are dismissed. Belief is the central explanation for behaviour... our own 
research has found that militancy is the most frequently referred to subject in relation 
to Islam...

[Another] theme, which suggests that Muslims have inherently different cultural and 
religious values that conflict with 'British values' (a construction) dominates the 

coverage of British Muslims and runs through a variety of popular topics such as 
education, relationships, legal issues, gender issues, religious practice, criminality, and 
political values... Whilst there has been a shift in the types of stories used to express 

this since the late nineties there is little change in its message: W ithin a binary exclusive 
relationship 'we', the British, have been too tolerant. This has been abused by 'them ' as 

they seek to impose 'their' way of life on 'us'. M any of these articles therefore 
concentrate on the restrictive censorious 'nature' of Islam in contrast to liberal Britain. 
Examples of this include coverage of the veil, honour killings, conversion, Muslim 

protest, Muslim separatism, immigration, and censorship versus freedom of speech. 

Since 9/11 these articles have increasingly highlighted the 'persecution' of Christians 

and focused on the increasing 'Islamification' of the UK made permissible by weak 
government.

In this context Muslims have been represented as an immigrant group that are not only 

a drain on resources but have brought alien values and practices into the UK threatening 
'our values'. Issues that have arisen out of a complex changing political and social 

context are blamed on 'cultural difference' and increasingly since 9/11, and the 
subsequent 'war on terror', are linked to a security threat. 9/11, therefore, is one of 
those contexts that have shaped the way Muslims have been constructed in public 

discourse. 9/11 created a climate in which the outcomes of neoliberal restructuring of 
the economy could easily be displaced onto the problems of 'Muslim integration'."^^

Thus, e x is t in g  re sea rch  su p p o rts  th e  co n c lu s io n  o u t lin e d  to  us by Professor Julian Petley,
Head of Journalism Research at Brunei University and author of seminal study. Pointing the

Finger: islam &  M uslim s in the British M ed ia  (2011):

"It w ould  be extremely dijficult to claim that Islam  and  M uslim s are represented  

adequately by the British media, a lthough som e m edia are m ore culpable in this respect
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than others. The worst offenders are undoubtedly the national tabloid press, both red- 

top and  mid-market, for whom, ever since 9/11, Islam  and  M uslim s are clearly a 

'problem', and  presented as such. Here coverage is consistently critical, hostile and  

negative, and  actions by certain M uslim  groups and individuals, such as disrupting 

military occasions, are seized upon and  treated as if in som e w ay typical o f  British 

M uslim s as a whole. It is primarily here that totally untrue stories tend to appear, along  

the lines that Christmas and  p iggy  banks have been banned  because they 'offend 

Muslims'.

Negative, if rather less sensationalised, coverage also characterises the 'up-market' 

Telegraph and, to a lesser extent. The Times - but the m ain difference between papers 

such as these and the tabloids, on this subject, is one o f style and  presentation rather 

than o f  substance and  underlying ideology. That Just leaves the minority liberal press, 

the Guardian and the Independent, which, by comparison, are m uch fairer, and  at least 

the latter employs a M uslim  columnist in Yasmin Alibhai-Brown. But a lthough they m ay  

try to be fair (or at least accurate) they devote relatively little space to M uslim s and  

Islam  (relative, that is, to their presence and  importance in the UK  population), and  

these often find  themselves reported in the context o f problem s and  conflicts o f  one kind  

or another.

M u ch  the sam e is also true o f  the broadcasters. It is also important to point out that 

although these are bound  by statute to report impartially, they often seem  to select 

new s stories which have started life in the anti-M uslim  press (this is particularly true o f  

the Today program m e on Radio 4). The broadcasters will, o f  course, claim that they deal 

with these stories impartially, but stories which exist only because o f  the agendas o f  

certain newspapers should  simply not be on  the broadcast new s agenda in the first 

place, because no am ount o f  'impartial' treatment will dispel the ideology which is at 

their heart, and  the propagation o f which was their original raison d'etre. But there are 

also program m es which cause one seriously to doubt the broadcasters' com m itm ent to 

impartiality in a m ore everyday sense - for example the Panoram a program m e on  the 

M uslim  Council o f  Britain which I analyse at very considerable length in Pointing the 

Finger (One World 2011), m uch o f which appears to fly in the face o f  the BBC  editorial 

guidelines on impartiality."
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3. T h e  Is la m o p h o b ic  Im p a c t o f A n t i -M u s l im  M e d ia  R e p o rtin g

The  p re ced in g  ana ly s is  d e m o n s tra te s  th a t d e sp ite  so m e  sa lu ta ry  e xcep tion s , a n t i-M u s lim  
d is co u rse s  have u n fo r tu n a te ly  b e co m e  p re d o m in a n t in B r it ish  m ed ia  repo rt in g , in bo th  

te le v is io n  and p rin t, du e  to  th e  im p u n ity  o f  p r im a r ily  th e  ta b lo id  press. T he re  are, o f  cou rse , 
c le a r  d iffe re n ce s  be tw een  th e  w ay  b road sh ee ts , ta b lo id s  and  te le v is io n  ch a n n e ls  ap p ro a ch  
issues re la tin g  to  M u s lim s , w ith  so m e  re p o rt in g  be ing  m uch  b e tte r  th an  o th e rs  in ce rta in  

sec to rs . H ow ever, th e  ove ra ll la ck  o f  p o s it iv e  s to r ie s , a lon g  w ith  th e  lack  o f  ro bu s t re gu la to ry  
p o w e rs  to  ho ld  m ed ia  in s t itu t io n s  to  a c co u n t fo r  in a ccu ra te  rac ist re po rt in g , has co n tr ib u te d  

to  an o v e rw h e lm in g  d isco u rse  o f n eg a tiv ity  in th e  B r it ish  m ed ia  on  M u s lim s  in th e  UK, 
w h e re b y  m uch  o f  th e  p o p u lis t  ta b lo id  press is ab le  to  se t th e  agenda  fo r  th e  w id e r  m ed ia .

A s  Rachael Saunders, Labour Councillor for Tower Hamlets local authority, in fo rm ed  us:

"There are M uslim s w ho are m aking a great contribution, but if they are reported in a 

positive light their faith is not emphasised. There isn't a public language which describes 

the positive contribution British M uslim s m ake."

W h ile  d ispa rag in g  and d e ro g a to ry  na rra t iv e s  d id  ex is t p r io r  to  9 /11 , th e se  b e cam e  fa r m ore  
w id e sp re a d  and  n o rm a lise d  in th e  po s t-9 /11  pe rio d . T hese  p re d o m in a n t m ed ia  n a rra tive s  

a re  rac ist -  and th u s  Is lam o ph o b ic  -  to  th e  e x te n t th a t th e y  p ro m u lg a te  fa lse , in accu ra te  and 
s te re o typ ica l c a r ica tu re s  o f  Islam  and M u s lim s  as a w ho le , w ith  th e  e ffe c t o f  d e m o n is in g  and 

c r im in a lis in g  e n t ire  c o m m u n it ie s .

Yasir Mirza, Head of Diversity & Inclusion at Guardian N ew s &  M ed ia  exp la in ed  to  us h o w  
th e  sea rch  fo r  n e w sw o rth y  s to r ie s  has led to  a fo cu s  on  th e  nega tive  th a t has u n d e rm in ed  

b a lan ced  re p o rt in g  on  th e  re a lity  o f  life  fo r  th e  m a jo r ity  o f  B r it ish  M u s lim s :

"I w ould  say that the M uslim  majority lose out... I think rather than trying to 

understand, reporters look for certain types o f  M uslim s w ho will fue l their ow n  

hypothesis about Islam  and  Muslim s. O f course, this is a general statement and  not true 

o f  all reporters. The vast majority o f  M uslim s lead norm al lives. However, reports focus 

on the fringes: w hat som e religious 'nut', or w hat som e liberal reformist has said or 

done. Islam  is being reported in the extremes, and that is necessary because that is 

'where' the new s is for som e press... not in the middle, where the vast majority o f  

M uslim s reside.

Also, I think that M uslim s are disadvantaged by consistently being hom ogenised  into 

one group. There is a broad spectrum o f diversity am ongst Muslim s, (often complex to 

understand) w hen taking in factors o f  religious orientation, ethnicity, fam ily upbringing, 

social and  econom ic status, age, and  geography. The point being, there is no one  

'M uslim  voice', contrary, rather a plurality o f  them, with differing heterogeneous views 

that rarely gets reported on, or attempted to be understood."

The  re su lt o f  th is  is th a t a n t i-M u s lim  na rra t iv e s  tend  to  b e co m e  p re d o m in a n t in th e  B ritish  
m ed ia . F u rth e r e v id en ce  sh ow s th a t th is  has d e e p ly  d e tr im e n ta l and lo ng -la s tin g  so c ia l 

c o n se q u e n ce s  fo r  B rita in , c o m m u n ity  co h e s io n , c it iz e n sh ip  and n a tio n a l iden tity .
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O n th is , Rachael Saunders adds:

"There are also issues around social cohesion and  m utual understanding which are 

exacerbated by current m edia portrayals."

S im ila rly , former Times and Observer journalist Burhan Wazir w arn s  us tha t:

"The effect is obviously detrimental. A n d  social cohesion is obviously one casualty."

Th is  has d ire c t ly  c o n tr ib u te d  to  a w o rry in g  so c ia l p o la r isa t io n  b e tw een  M u s lim  and n o n 
M u s lim  c o m m u n it ie s  based  on  tw o  fu n d a m e n ta lly  in te rre la ted  p h eno m ena : in c re a s in g ly  

nega tive  p e rce p t io n s  o f  Islam  and M u s lim s  as a w h o le  am on g s t gene ra l B r it ish  so c ie ty ; and 
an in ten s ify in g  sense  o f  iso la t io n  and a lie n a t io n  fro m  B rit ish  so c ie ty  e xp e r ie n ced  by m any 
B rit ish  M u s lim s . Th is, in tu rn , has d ire c t ly  co n tr ib u te d  to  a d o cu m e n te d  e sca la t io n  in rac ist 

v io le n ce  aga in s t M u s lim s  in B r ita in  o ve r th e  last decade .

Journalism Professor Julian Petley h igh ligh ts  th e  d ang e r o f  th e  m ed ia 's  ro le  in e xa ce rb a tin g  

such  so c ia l p o la r isa t io n  as fo llow s:

" If  M uslim s feel themselves to be dem onised and  stigmatised, and  if non-M uslim s are 

led to believe that M uslim s and  Islam  pose an existential threat to the 'English w ay o f  

life', then this cannot but seriously dam age com m unity cohesion. And, as noted earlier, 

this is particularly the case w hen globalisation is indeed causing problem s for sections o f  

English society - not least unemployment, as jobs are exported abroad. A d d  to this the 

results o f  specific governm ent policies - not enough  hom es for people, over-crowded  

and  under-resourced schools, and so on  - and  the situation is absolutely ripe for  

scapegoating visibly different Others."

In th e  fo llo w in g  se c tio n , w e  w ill e xp lo re  th e se  th em es , in c lu d in g  e v id en ce  th a t a n t i-M u s lim  

m ed ia  na rra t iv e s  a re  c lo se ly  lin ked  to  a rise  in Is lam o ph o b ic  se n t im e n t in B r it ish  soc ie ty , 
w h ich  has in tu rn  c re a ted  a c lim a te  co n d u c t iv e  to  th e  e sca la t io n  o f a n t i-M u s lim  ha te  c rim es.

3 . 1 .  S o c i a l  P o la r i s a t i o n

A  2006  YouG ov  su rve y  fo un d  th a t th e  n u m b e r o f  n o n -M u s lim  B r ito n s  w h o  be lie ve  th a t "a 

large p ro p o rt io n  o f B r it ish  M u s lim s  fee l no  sense  o f lo y a lty  to  th is  c o u n try  and are  p repa red  
to  c o n d o n e  o r  even  ca rry  o u t ac ts  o f  te r ro r ism "  had n ea rly  d o u b le d  fro m  10 p e r cen t a fte r  

7 /7  to  18 p e r ce n t a y e a r later. The  n u m b e r o f  n o n -M u s lim s  w h o  be lie ve  th a t "p ra c t ic a lly  all 
B r it ish  M u s lim s  are  p ea ce fu l, law -ab id in g  c it izen s  w h o  d e p lo re  te r ro r is t  a c ts  as m uch  as 
an yon e  e lse "  fe ll fro m  23 p e r cen t to  16 p e r ce n t in th e  sam e  pe rio d . Fu rther, 53 p e r cen t o f  

n o n -M u s lim s  sa id th e y  fe lt  th re a te n e d  by Islam  -  up fro m  32 p e r ce n t in 2001.^^

O th e r  p o lls  c o rro b o ra te  th is  d is tu rb in g  trend  and sh o w  th a t by 2009 -2010 , gene ra l B r it ish  

se n t im e n t to w a rd  M u s lim s  in th e  UK has d e te r io ra te d  even  fu rthe r, w ith  an e ven  la rge r 
p ro p o rt io n  o f th e  p o p u la t io n  h o ld in g  d e e p ly  nega tive  v ie w s  to w a rd  B r it ish  M u s lim s  
a s so c ia t in g  th e m  w ith  e x trem ism  and te rro r ism . A  2010  YouG ov  su rve y  fo un d  th a t 58 pe r 

ce n t o f  B r ito n s  lin k  Islam  w ith  e x trem ism , and 69 p e r cen t be lie ve  it e n co u rage s  rep re ss ion  o f
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women. In th e  sam e  year, th e  B r it ish  Soc ia l A tt itu d e s  su rve y  fo un d  th a t ju s t o ve r h a lf o f  
B r ito n s  n o w  regard th e  co u n try  as "d e e p ly  d iv id e d  a lon g  re lig io u s  lines", and  are  "p a r t ic u la r ly  

co n ce rn e d  a b o u t Islam  co m p a red  w ith  o th e r  f a i t h s S i m i l a r l y ,  th e  2009  G a llu p  po ll f in d s  
th a t o n ly  36 p e r ce n t o f  th e  g en e ra l p o p u la t io n  b e lie ve s  th a t M u s lim s  are  loya l to  B r ita in  -  
w ith  th e  m a jo r ity  o f  67 p e r ce n t th u s  rem a in in g  su sp ic io u s  a b o u t M u s lim s ' a lle g ia n ce s  as 

c it izen s.

Th is  rise  in Is lam o ph o b ic  se n t im e n t w as co rro b o ra te d  by a sep a ra te  2010  s tu d y  by DJS 

Research  co m m is s io n e d  by th e  Is lam ic E du ca t ion  and Research  A ca d e m y  (lERA), w h ich  
su rveyed  a "s ta t is t ic a lly  ro b u s t"  sam p le  o f  500  ra n d o m ly  se le c ted  n o n -M u s lim s . The  su rve y  
co n c lu d e d  th a t th re e -q u a rte rs  o f  th e  genera l p o p u la t io n  n o w  be lie ved  th a t Islam  w as 

nega tive  fo r  B rita in , and th a t M u s lim s  d id  no t engage  p o s it iv e ly  in soc ie ty . A b o u t  32 p e r cen t 
be lie ved  th a t M u s lim s  a re  a m a jo r cause  o f c o m m u n ity  te n s io n . S ix ty  th re e  p e r cen t o f 

p e o p le  d id  no t d isag ree  w ith  th e  s ta te m e n t "M u s lim s  a re  te r ro r is ts "  and 94 p e r ce n t ag reed  
th a t "Is lam  o p p re sse s  w om en ."  T ho se  po lle d  a lso  a d m itte d  th a t th e y  had litt le  m ean ing fu l 
kn o w le d g e  o f Islam , and litt le  in te re s t in le a rn in g  m ore . F ou r-f ifth s  sa id  th e y  have less th an  

v e ry  litt le  kn o w le d g e  ab o u t Islam , 40  p e r cen t d id  no t k n o w  w h o  "A lla h "  re fe rred  to  and 36 
p e r ce n t d id  no t even  kn o w  w h o  th e  P ro p h e t M u h a m m a d  w as. F u rth e rm o re , 60 p e r cen t 

sa id  th e y  p re fe rred  no t to  re ce ive  any  in fo rm a tio n  a b o u t re lig ion , w h ile  77 p e r ce n t d id  no t 
ag ree  in any  w ay  th a t M u s lim s  sh ou ld  do  m o re  to  te a ch  p eo p le  a b o u t th e ir  fa ith .

Th is  p o llin g  da ta  in d ica te s  th a t o ne  im p ac t o f  p re d o m in a n t ly  a n t i-M u s lim  na rra t iv e s  in th e  

B r it ish  m ed ia  is th e  e n tre n ch m e n t o f  in accu ra te  s te re o typ ica l v ie w s  a b o u t M u s lim s  am on gs t 
w id e r  B r it ish  soc ie ty . It a lso  suggests th a t in th e  p e r io d  fro m  2001  to  2010, as a n t i-M u s lim  

m ed ia  d isco u rse s  have in ten s if ie d , so have th e se  Is lam o p h o b ic  s e n t im e n ts  am on g s t th e  
g en e ra l B r it ish  p o p u la t io n .

A s  UN media expert Daanish Masood c la r if ie d , a n t i-M u s lim  na rra t iv e s  "are often based on  

inaccurate reporting which associates M uslim s as a whole with a range o f  stereotypical 

im ages and  ideas." Such na rra t iv e s  "underm ine social cohesion, contribute to a sense o f  

alienation, and polarise com m unities."

S im u lta neo u s ly , re sea rch  s tro n g ly  suggests a lin k  b e tw een  p e rce p t io n s  o f  Is lam oph ob ia  in 
th e  B r it ish  m ed ia  am on g s t M u s lim s  in th e  UK, and  a g ro w in g  sense  o f  a lie n a t io n  and 

d isa ff ilia t io n  fro m  B rit ish  so c ie ty  am on g s t so m e  B rit ish  M u s lim s . A  Jo seph  R ow n tree  
C h a r ita b le  T rust sp o n so re d  s tu d y  by th e  Is lam ic H um an  R igh ts C o m m is s io n  (IHRC) in London  

fo un d  th a t a lth o u g h  "B r it ish  M u s lim s  s till re ta in  s trong  fe e lin g s  o f  a f f ilia t io n  to  B r it ish  
so c ie ty ", "n eg a t ive  p re se n ta t io n s  o f  th e  m ed ia  m igh t cause  fe e lin g s  o f  d isa f f ilia t io n  to  som e  
ex ten t."  The  re p o rt n o te s  th a t " in te n s iv e  Is lam o ph o b ic  and rac ist a tt itu d e s  in th e  m ed ia  

cou ld  be o n e  o f th e  m a jo r causes fo r  th e  a lie n a t io n  o f B r it ish  M u s lim s  fro m  soc ie ty ." O ve ra ll, 
le ve ls  o f  p e ss im ism  am on g s t B r it ish  M u s lim s  in th e ir  a sse ssm en ts  o f  m ed ia  p o rtra ya ls  o f 

M u s lim s  w e re  h igh  (63.4  p e r ce n t Is lam oph ob ic , 15.5 p e r ce n t rac ist and 9 .4 p e r cen t 
c o v e r t ly  de s tru c t iv e ), and 71 .9  p e r ce n t o f  th o se  w h o  fe lt  th e  m ed ia  w as Is lam o ph o b ic  
re p o rte d  th a t th e y  "d o n 't  fe e l a sense  o f b e lo n g in g "  to  Britain.^®

Unitas Communications Ltd. Page 31

MOD400001912



For Distribution to CPs

Race and Reform: Islam and Muslims In the British Media A submission to the Leveson Inquiry

Severa l o f  o u r  c o n su lta n ts  no ted  th a t th e  p re d o m in a n ce  o f a n t i-M u s lim  d isco u rse s  in th e  
B r it ish  m ed ia  w ou ld  co n tr ib u te  to  th e  a lie n a t io n  o f p a rts  o f  B r it ish  M u s lim  co m m u n it ie s , at a 

t im e  w h en  c o m m u n ity  co h e s io n  sh ou ld  be a m a jo r p rio rity .

Julian Bond, Director of the Christian Muslim Forum, fo r  in stance , e xp la in ed  to  us that:

"Even the m ost engaged, integrated and inter faith-involved M uslim s find  it extremely 

wearying, frustrating and  irritating, som etim es particularly so w hen com m ents o f  

politicians and  senior Christian leaders are reported. It sharpens the feelings o f  som e  

M uslim s that they are not accepted by British society, not w elcom ed and  viewed as a 

threat. The reluctance o f  som e people to sit next to those 'dressed as M u slim ' on the 

London underground is an example o f  the impact on M uslim s and  non-M uslim s. It has 

led to M uslim s (including colleagues within the Forum) deciding not to w ear som e items 

o f  clothing (caps and  robes) while in public, especially on public transport. Ironically, 

even calls for greater cohesion are a im ed negatively at Muslim s, this leading to less 

cohesion."

W o m e n  in p a r t ic u la r  can  end  up be ing  v ic t im ise d  as a co n seq u en ce . Campaigner for 

progressive Islam and women's rights, Tehmina Kazi, po in ted  o u t to  us that:

"Uniquely for Muslim s, one additional response has been an increase in the affirmation 

o f  their M uslim  identity. This has sim ultaneously resulted in a monolithic and  

stereotypical portrayal o f  that identity by the media, w ithout any recognition o f other 

attributes. For example, m ost new s coverage relating to M uslim  w om en features a 

picture o f  a w om an wearing a niqab. Also, there is often confusion in the term inology  

used by certain new s outlets w hen describing M uslim  issues. The word 'hijab' is 

som etim es conflated with the w ord 'niqab', and vice versa. This ends up distancing 

M uslim s -  particularly young M uslim s - f r o m  m ainstream society, as it gives the 

impression that their voices are not being heard in the public arena."

Thus, iron ica lly , a n t i-M u s lim  d is co u rse s  in th e  m ed ia  no t o n ly  se rve  to  d ise n fra n ch ise  m any 
B rit ish  M u s lim s  fro m  a sense  o f  be long ing , bu t a lso  to  bu ttre ss  e x tre m is t na rra tive s.

The  Guardian'sYasir Mirza p o in ts  out:

"Certainly, it appears that the M uslim  com m unity hasn't been enfranchised as m uch as 

we think, or like to think. Such stereotypes only reinforce extreme M uslim  narratives 

that 'the west hate M uslim s,' and that 'the kuffar hate M uslim s.' Such reporting cripples 

the efforts o f  a great deal o f  institutions, com m unities and  individuals that are working  

hard to overcome religious and  cultural hurdles. Social cohesion just becom es a byword  

for: 'we can abuse, ridicule and  target you, but this is the cost o f  living in Britain'. O f  

course, this is false. N o  one should  be subjected to the type o f  reporting (if you can even 

call it that!) that M uslim s have been subjected to w ithout any repercussions. But, since 

there is a general rise in islam ophobia here, in Europe and  certainly in the US, these 

'reports' feed  into the paradigm  that M uslim s are a threat and so, there is no social 

appetite to challenge such reporting."
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3 .2 .  R a c is t  V i o l e n c e

C o rre la t in g  w ith  th e  in te n s if ic a t io n  o f a n t i-M u s lim  m ed ia  d iscou rse s , and  g en e ra l h o s t ility  
and su sp ic io n  to w a rd  B r it ish  M u s lim s  in w id e r  soc ie ty , th e re  has been  an e sca la t io n  o f rac ist 

v io le n ce  ta rge ted  at M u s lim s  in B rita in . U n fo rtu n a te ly , a s ing le  re lia b le  n a tio n a l d a ta se t on 
a n t i-M u s lim  ha te  c r im e s  o ve r th e  last d e cade  do e s  no t ex ist. N e ve rth e le ss , th e  p ic tu re  th a t 
em e rge s  fro m  an a ly s is  o f  c re d ib le  o ff ic ia l so u rce s  and  su rveys  e v in ce s  a d e f in ite  r is ing  trend . 

The  ro le  o f  a n t i-M u s lim  na rra t iv e s  in th e  B r it ish  m ed ia  in e xa ce rb a tin g  th e  d ang e r o f  rac ist 
v io le n ce  to w a rd  M u s lim s  in B r ita in  sh ou ld  no t be u n d e re s t im a te d .

The  p e r ilo u s  so c ie ta l im p a c t o f  in a ccu ra te  and ir re sp o n s ib le  a n t i-M u s lim  re p o rt in g  by 
se c t io n s  o f  th e  B r it ish  m ed ia  w as em p h a s ise d  to  us by former tabloid reporter Richard 
Peppiatt, w h o  w a rn s  th a t ta b lo id s  a re  u n w itt in g ly  p lay ing  in to  th e  hand  no t o n ly  o f  racists, 

bu t o f  fa r r igh t e x trem is ts  w h o  ro u t in e ly  c ite  a n t i-M u s lim  re p o rts  to  ju s t ify  th e ir  rac ist 
a ttacks:

"So m uch new s coverage in today's tabloids is about Britain's fractured com m unities in 

which our youth are running riot. However, the press do not take responsibility for the 

role they play in creating the social tensions behind these fractured communities. If  for 

example we look at reporting on, say, a racist m urder o f  a M uslim , newspapers do not 

ask the crucial questions, w hy has that happened, w hy has som eone snapped and  

carried out that racist attack? M aybe it's because those responsible have been reading 

everyday that M uslim s are a certain way.

Indeed, in the real world, for the m ost part, M uslim s and  other com m unities m ay well 

get on  fine. W hat counts is not what's happening in the real world -  but w hat people 

perceive is happening. Because o f  this, lots o f  good  work done by different communities 

is being underm ined by newspapers, who unwittingly are playing into the hands o f  

racists. A ll the new s stories you will see on far right websites, internet forum s and  chat 

sites are taken from  the British tabloid press like The Express, The Star and The Sun  to 

justify their racist views to the effect that 'this is w hat we've been saying all along'.

False and inaccurate stories about M uslim s routinely put out by the press are, in turn, 

routinely used as tools by far right groups to legitimise their case and  gain followers.

The internet is full o f  forum s o f  this kind, using m ainstream newspaper reporting as 

proof that their hateful views about M uslim s are true. Unfortunately, newspapers 

refuse to recognise their role in that. In  a key sense, it doesn't matter what's happening  

on the ground, whether m ost com m unities are actually getting along fine -  as long as 

people perceive there's an issue, then by default it becom es an issue. A n d  that's w hy the 

role o f  the press in influencing perceptions is so critical here."

Is P epp ia tt 's  a rg u m en t fo r  a d ire c t lin k  b e tw een  a n t i-M u s lim  rac ist v io le n ce , and th e  

p re d o m in a n ce  o f a n t i-M u s lim  n a rra tive s  in th e  m ed ia , bo rn e  o u t by th e  a va ila b le  e v id e n ce ?

U n fo rtuna te ly , th e  e v id e n ce  do e s  su p p o rt  th is  co n c lu s io n . N o t o n ly  has th e re  been  a rise  in 

in c id en ts  o f  rac ist (and re lig io u s ly  aggrava ted) v io le n c e  o ve r th e  last de cade , bu t M u s lim s  
have been  o ve r-re p re sen ted  in th is  v io le n ce . F u rth e rm o re , th e re  is e v id en ce  o f  a c o rre la t io n
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b e tw een  a n t i-M u s lim  m ed ia  na rra t iv e s  and th e  rac ist d isco u rse s  o f  p e rp e tra to rs  o f  th ese  
a ttacks, in c lu d in g  fa r r igh t e x trem is ts .

A  2005  s tu d y  by th e  O pen  S o c ie ty  In stitu te  n o te s  th a t th e  "m a jo r ity  o f  M u s lim s  co m e  in to  
co n ta c t w ith  th e  c r im in a l ju s t ic e  system  as (d ire c t o r  in d ire c t) v ic t im s  o f c r im e ."  Pak is tan is  
and B ang ladesh is , c o n s t itu t in g  up to  60 p e r ce n t o f  M u s lim s  in th e  UK, a re  "m o re  lik e ly  th an  

o th e r  e th n ic  g ro up s  to  be v ic t im s  o f c r im e , in c lu d in g  ra c ia lly  m o tiv a ted  crim e", and a lso  have 
" th e  lo w e s t sa t is fa c t io n  le ve ls  w ith  p u b lic - in it ia te d  po lice  con ta c t, and th e  lo w e s t le ve ls  o f  

c o n fid e n ce  in th e  police."^^ The  e v id en ce  th u s  suggests th a t w h ile  th e re  has been  a sp ike  in 
ha te  c r im e s, th e se  are  o fte n  no t re p o rte d  to  th e  po lic e  du e  to  lack  o f  tru s t  in th e  a u th o r it ie s  
and fe a r  o f  d is c r im in a t io n .

O ve ra ll, th e  last d e cade  has seen  a tre n d  o f  r is ing  rac ist o ffences . The  n a tio n a l to ta l fo r  rac ia l 
in c id en ts  re co rd ed  by th e  po lic e  has risen  e ve ry  y e a r s in ce  1999 /2000 , w h en  it s tood  at 

47 ,701 . The  fig u re  o f  57 ,055  fo r  2007 /8 , a lth o u g h  d o w n  on  th e  p re v io u s  year, w as 
n e ve rth e le ss  n ea rly  20 p e r cen t h ig he r th an  in 1 999 /2000 . A c co rd in g  to  th e  In stitu te  o f  Race 
R e la t io n s  (IRR), 93 p e r ce n t o f  th e  p e rp e tra to rs  o f  rac ist v io le n c e  w e re  w h ite , ju s t o ve r 45  pe r 

ce n t o f  th e  v ic t im s  w e re  A s ian , 18 p e r cen t w e re  b lack, and 7 p e r ce n t o f  th e m  w e re  M u s lim .
38

S in ce  th en , a lth o u g h  th e  n u m b e r o f  ra c ia lly  o r  re lig io u s ly  m o tiv a ted  o ffe n ce s  re co rd ed  in 
Eng land  and W a le s  in 2 0 10 /11  w as 31 ,486 , d o w n  fro m  a peak  o f  4 2 ,554  fo u r  yea rs  earlie r, 
g en e ra l rac ist in c id en ts  w e re  fa r h ig h e r in n u m b e r in 2 0 10 /11  th an  re co rd ed  o ffen ce s  at 

51 ,187 . G ene ra lly , in th e  e ig h t yea rs  b e tw een  1999  and 2007, th e  n u m b e r o f  cases id en tif ie d  
as hav ing  an e le m e n t o f  rac ia l agg rava tion  g rew  by a p p ro x im a te ly  fo u rfo ld  overall.^® A  2010  

IRR re p o rt a lso  c a re fu lly  an a ly se s  o ff ic ia l c r im e  figu res, f in d in g  tha t: "... th e  da ta  sh o w  no t 
o n ly  th a t th e  in c id en ce  o f su ch  c r im e s  has g ro w n  and, p e rh ap s  m o re  s ign if ican tly , b e com e  
m uch  m o re  w id e ly  sp read  g e o g ra p h ica lly  ac ro ss th e  co u n try  and th e re fo re  less heav ily  

co n ce n tra te d  in London . Indeed, w h ile  th e  n u m b e r o f  re co rd ed  rac ia l in c id en ts  has d e c lin e d  
s ig n if ic a n t ly  in London , it has m o re  th an  d o u b le d  ac ro ss  th e  rest o f  th e  coun try , bo th  in 

m a jo r c o n u rb a t io n s  and less p o p u la te d  areas." C row n  P ro se c tio n  (CPS) se rv ice  fig u re s  
s im ila r ly  sh o w  th a t th e  n u m b e r o f  pe rson s re fe rred  to  th e  CPS fo r  po ss ib le  p ro se cu t io n  fo r  
ra c ia lly  aggrava ted  o ffe n ce s "  has e xp e r ie n ced  an o ve ra ll "3 13  p e r ce n t increase."^°

The  CPS Hate Crime Report 2007-08 co n firm ed  an in crea se  o f  10 p e r ce n t in c r im e s  in vo lv ing  
rac ia l o r  re lig io u s  aggravation.^^ The fo llo w in g  y ea r 's  Hate Crime Report 2008-2009 fo und  

th a t th e  n u m b e r o f  d e fe n d a n ts  cha rged  w ith  ra c ia lly  o r  re lig io u s ly  agg rava ted  o ffe n ce s  had 
risen  fro m  50 .7  p e r ce n t to  73 .2  p e r cent.'^^ The  la te st Hate Crime Report 2010-2011, th e  firs t 
to  a t te m p t to  d is t in g u ish  rac ist fro m  re lig io u s  o ffences , re co rd s  th a t th e  n u m b e r o f  "ra c is t 

and re lig io u s ly  aggrava ted  c r im e  in crea sed  o v e r  2 0 10 /201 1 ."  The  rise  in re p o rte d  re lig io u s ly  
aggrava ted  o ffen ce s  has been  d ram a tic , w ith  th e  CPS no ting : "T h e  to ta l n u m b e r o f  cases 

id e n t if ie d  as in vo lv in g  c r im e s  m o tiv a ted  by h o s t ility  on  th e  g ro u n d s  o f re lig ion  th a t w e re  
re fe rred  to  th e  CPS by th e  po lice  in c reased  by 45%.'"^^

A  se r ie s  o f  Racist Incident Monitoring Reports fro m  th e  C ro w n  P ro se cu t io n  Se rv ice  (CPS) 

d e m o n s tra te  th a t d u r in g  th is  p e r io d  M u s lim s  a c co u n te d  fo r  m o re  th an  h a lf o f  a ll in c id en ts
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in vo lv in g  re lig io u s ly  agg rava ted  o ffe n ce s  a t 54 p e r cent; and th a t M u s lim s  a c co u n t fo r  th e  
la rgest fa ith  g ro u p  e xp e r ie n c in g  ha te  crimes.^^ Th is  in d ica te s  th a t M u s lim s  are 

o ve rre p re se n te d  in re lig io u s ly  aggrava ted  o ffences , w h ich  o ve ra ll have co n t in u e d  to  in crease . 
Indeed, th e  In stitu te  fo r  Race R e la t io n s  re p o rts  tha t: "T h e  Lon don  bo m b in g s  o ccu rre d  in 
2005  and a ll o u r  re sea rch  a t th e  t im e  in d ica ted  a back la sh  and a rise  in rac ia l v io le n c e  aga inst 

p e o p le  a ssu m ed  to  be M u s lim  o r  A rab ... A lth o u g h  M u s lim s  re p re sen t 3 p e r cen t o f  th e  
p o p u la t io n  in th e  UK, th e y  re p re sen t a m ass ive  44  p e r cen t, a lm o s t half, o f  th o se  w h o  have 

d ied  [in le tha l rac ist a ttacks  s in ce  th e  la te  1990s]."^^

A s o f 2011, ava ila b le  s ta t is t ica l da ta  d o e s  seem  to  in d ica te  th a t a n t i-M u s lim  ha te  c r im e s  are 
n o w  at re co rd  leve ls . In June  last year, th e  M e t ro p o lita n  Po lice  Se rv ice  (M PS) co n firm ed  a 

to ta l o f  762  Is lam o ph o b ic  o ffe n ce s  in London  s in ce  A p r il 2009, in c lu d in g  333 in 2 0 10 /11  and 
57 s in ce  A p r il 2011  -  b r in g in g  th e  to ta l to  1 ,152 . Som e  40 -60  p e r ce n t o f  "m o sq u e s , Islam ic 

ce n tre s  and M u s lim  o rg a n isa t io n s "  in th e  UK have "su ffe red  a t least o ne  a tta ck  s in ce  9 /11 ." A  
p o lic e  sp o ke sp e rson  re p o rte d ly  c o n ced ed  th a t th e  M P S  w as aw a re  o f  "s ig n if ic a n t"  u n d e r
re p o rt in g  o f ha te  c r im e , and  a c kn o w le d g ed  "m issed  o p p o r tu n it ie s "  to  keep  v ic t im s  safe.^® 

Indeed, th e  re lia b ility  o f  p o lic e  p ro ced u re s  in re la t io n  to  rac ist o r  re lig io u s ly  aggrava ted  
o ffen ce s  is in q u e s tio n , as rac ism  co m p la in ts  aga in st B r it ish  p o lic e  o ve r th is  last d e cade  have 

a lso  d o u b le d . A n  Independent on Sunday in ve s t ig a tio n  in to  co m p la in ts  re ce ived  by 20 po lice  
fo rce s  fo un d  th a t o ve r 1 ,500  o ff ic e rs  and  c iv ilia n s  s ta ff have been  accu sed  o f rac ist b eh av io u r 
ove ra ll, and th a t th e  annua l to ta l has r isen  fro m  74 in 2001 -2001 , to  167 in 2010-2011.^^

Th is  p ic tu re  is c o rro b o ra te d  by severa l in d e p e n d e n t su rveys  o f  M u s lim s  re la tin g  to  
e xp e r ie n ce s  o f  re lig io u s ly -m o tiv a ted  d is c r im in a t io n  a n d /o r  c r im e . A  2011  su rve y  o f  B r it ish  

M u s lim s  by th e  Is lam ic H um an  R igh ts C o m m is s io n  (IHRC) fo un d  th a t 74 .5  p e r cen t had 
"h ea rd  h o s t ile  rem arks  be in g  m ade  a b o u t Islam "; 64 p e r ce n t had been  "s ta red  at by 
strangers , m any  w ith  w o rry in g ly  h igh ra tes o f  fre q u e n cy " ;  63 .1  p e r cen t had "h ea rd  rac ia l 

rem arks"; 57 .1  p e r ce n t had "h ea rd  o r  w itn e ssed  Is lam o ph o b ic  rem arks"; 53 .6  p e r ce n t had 
"e xp e r ie n ced  d ire c t  v e rb a l a ttacks"; 50 .9  p e r ce n t had "e xp e r ie n ced  u n fr ie n d ly  b e h a v io u r on 

th e  s tre e ts " ;4 1 .9  p e r cen t had "e xp e r ie n ced  be in g  seen  as un fit and u n w o rth y ";  and 41 .4  pe r 
ce n t had "e xp e r ie n ced  th re a ts  o r  u n fa ir  accusation."^®

U n fo rtuna te ly , m uch  o f such  e xp e r ie n ce s  rem a in  u n rep o rted  to  a u th o r it ie s . A c co rd in g  to  th e  

E u ropean  U n io n  M in o r it ie s  and  D is c r im in a t io n  Survey, b e tw een  53 and 98 p e r cen t o f  
M u s lim s  w h o  w e re  v ic t im s  o f " in -p e rso n  c r im e "  d id  no t re p o rt it to  th e  po lice , and 79  pe r 

ce n t o f  re sp o n d e n ts  w h o  re p o rte d  e xp e r ie n c in g  re lig io u s  d is c r im in a t io n  d id  no t re p o rt it to  
any  co m p e te n t organisation.^®

Som e o f th e  m ost s ig n if ican t w o rk  on  a n t i-M u s lim  ha te  c r im e s  in th e  UK is by fo rm e r  Spec ia l 

B ranch  co u n te r- te rro r ism  o ff ic e r  R ob e rt Lam bert, w h o  headed  up S co tland  Yard 's sp e c ia lis t 
M u s lim  C o n ta c t Un it, and h is c o -a u th o r p o lit ic a l s c ie n t is t  Jo n a th an  G ith en s-M a ze r. In th e ir  

f irs t m a jo r re p o rt p u b lish ed  by th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  Exeter, Lam b e rt and G ith e n s -M a ze r  
d o cu m e n t a d ra m a t ic  in c rea se  in a n t i-M u s lim  ha te  c r im e s  in London  s in ce  9 /11  based on 
case s tu d ie s  and in te rv ie w s  w ith  w itn e ss  and v ic t im s  o f  ha te  c r im e s, as w e ll as p o lic e  o ff ic e rs  

and fo rm e r  m e m b e rs  o f  fa r r igh t e x trem is t g ro up s  in vo lved  in a n t i-M u s lim  ca m pa ign s  such  as 
th e  B r it ish  N a t io n a l Party. T hey  p o in t o u t th a t th e  m ass ive  sca le  o f  ha te  c r im e s  to w a rd s
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M u s lim s  in Lon don  is no t be in g  fu lly  p icked  up by o ff ic ia l p o lic e  c r im e  f ig u re s  du e  to  u n d e r
re p o rt in g  o f ha te  c r im e s  by M u s lim s  w h o  have a d is tru s t o f  p o lic e  d is c r im in a t io n ;  as w e ll as a 

p o lic e  fo cu s  on  rac ist ha te  c r im e s  ra th e r th an  sp e c if ic a lly  a n t i-M u s lim  o ffences , w h ich  th e y  
argue  re p re sen t a d is t in c t iv e  fo rm  o f rac ist c r im e s  th a t have y e t to  be p ro p e r ly  re cogn ised  as 
such . In pa rticu la r, Lam b e rt and G ith e n s -M a ze r  p o in t o u t th a t p re d o m in a n t ly  Is lam oph ob ic  

na rra t iv e s  in th e  B r it ish  m ed ia  have p layed  a d ire c t ro le  in m o tiv a t in g  p e rp e tra to rs  o f  a n t i
M u s lim  ha te  crim es:

"The report provides prima facie and empirical evidence to demonstrate that assailants 
of Muslims are invariably motivated by a negative view of Muslims they have acquired 
from either mainstream or extremist nationalist reports or commentaries in the 

media...

Islamophobic, negative and unwarranted portrayals of Muslim London as Londonistan 

and Muslim Londoners as terrorists, sympathisers and subversives in sections of the 
media appear to provide the motivation for a significant number of anti-Muslim hate 
crimes...

An experienced BNP activist in London explains that he believes that most BNP 
supporters simply followed the lead set by their favourite tabloid commentators that 

they read every day. W hen these commentators singled out Muslims as threats to 
security and social cohesion, he says that it was perfectly natural for BNP supporters to 
adopt the same thinking...

[Thus] well-informed interviewees are clear that the main perpetrators of low-level 
anti-Muslim hate crimes are not gangs but rather simply individuals from a wide range 

of backgrounds who feel licensed to abuse, assault and intimidate Muslims in terms 
that mirror elements of mainstream media and political comment that became 
commonplace during the last decade."^°

In th e ir  se cond  repo rt, th e y  up da te  th is  re sea rch  w ith  a U K -w ide  study, on ce  again  based  on 
in te rv ie w s  ac ro ss  th e  c o u n try  w ith  m em b e rs  o f  M u s lim  c o m m u n it ie s  w h o  have e xp e r ie n ced  

rac ist ha te  c r im e s, a lon g  w ith  e v id en ce  fro m  q u e s t io n n a ire s  sen t to  o ve r a 1 ,000  m osques. 
O n ce  again , Lam b e rt and h is c o -a u th o r em p h a s ise  th a t th e  sca le  o f  a n t i-M u s lim  ha te  c rim es, 
m uch  o f w h ich  a re  heav ily  u n d e r-re p o rte d , is fa r la rge r th an  c o n v e n t io n a lly  cap tu red  in 

o ff ic ia l sta tis tics:

"Since 9/11 arson, criminal damage, violence and intimidation against mosques, Islamic 

institutions and Muslim organisations has increased dramatically. M any mosques in 
isolated Muslim communities have become especially vulnerable...

Attacks include petrol bombs thrown into mosques, serious physical assaults on imams 

and staff, bricks thrown through mosque windows, pigs heads being fixed prominently 
to mosque entrances and minarets, death threats, other threatening and abusive 

messages -  sometimes verbal sometimes written -  and vandalism."^^
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T hey  o ffe r  a co n se rv a t iv e  p re lim in a ry  e s t im a te  o f b e tw een  100 and 200  ha te  c r im e s  a yea r 
aga in st m osques, Is lam ic in s t itu t io n s  and M u s lim  o rg a n isa t io n s  s in ce  9/11 ; and a lso  no te  

th a t m any  cases are  no t re p o rte d  to  p o lic e  fo r  fe a r o f  a ttra c t in g  fu r th e r  un w an ted  a tte n t io n . 
O th e r  rea son s th a t such  c r im e s  do  no t e n te r  o ff ic ia l s ta t is t ic s  is due  to  d e f ic ie n c ie s  w ith  
p o lic e  p ro ced u re s  and c a teg o r isa t io n  o f rac ist and re lig iou s ly -agg rava ted  c r im e s - f o r  

p e rp e tra to rs  o f  a n t i-M u s lim  ha te  c r im e s  m ay no t n e ce ssa r ily  re so rt to  sp e c if ic  m e n tio n s  o f  
'Is lam ', as o p p o se d  to  s im p ly  id e n t ify in g  th e ir  M u s lim  v ic t im s  as te r ro r is ts  o r  e x trem is ts . 

L am b e rt and G ith e n s -M a ze r  th u s  go  on  to  d o cu m e n t "a d is tu rb in g  n u m b e r o f  re po rted  and 
u n rep o rted  ha te  c r im e s  in w h ich  M u s lim  w o m en  w ea r in g  h ijabs, n iq ab s o r  bu rkas have been  
a ssau lted , abused , and in tim a ted ", in va r iab ly  in p u b lic  spaces, n a m e ly  "s tree ts , sh o p p in g  

cen tre s , on  tra in s  and on  buses... A tta cke rs  are  o fte n  d e sc r ib e d  as ab u s in g  th e ir  v ic t im s  as 
'te r ro r is ts ' o r  be ing  in so m e  w ay  co n n e c ted  to  te r ro r ism  o r  co n n e c ted  to  'th e  Taliban'."^^

H ence, w h ile  rac ist v io le n c e  aga in st m in o r it ie s  in g en e ra l rem a in s  a co n ce rn , "m a n y  M u s lim s  
face  a g re a te r  cu m u la t iv e  th re a t o f  s tre e t v io le n c e  th an  m e m b e rs  o f  o th e r  m in o r ity  
c o m m u n it ie s  and o th e r  fe llo w  c it izen s ." L am b e rt and h is co -a u th o r  th e re fo re  un de rsco re  

" th e  in crea sed  risk  o f  v io le n c e  and in t im id a t io n  fa ced  by M u s lim s  in pa rts  o f  th e  UK w hen  
co m p a red  w ith  th a t fa ced  by fe llo w  c it izen s  and n e ig h b ou rs  w h o  fa ce  th e  sam e  th re a ts  o f  

ran dom  v io len ce ... M u s lim s  a re  s ing led  o u t fo r  a tta ck  be cause  th e ir  a ttacke rs  can g en e ra lly  
id e n t ify  th e ir  v ic t im s  as M u s lim s  be cause  o f th e ir  a p p ea ran ce  o r  because , fo r  in stance , th e y  
can be ta rge ted  w h en  leav ing  a lo ca l mosque."^^

O n ce  again , in e xp la in in g  th is , th e y  re tu rn  to  th e  fu n d a m e n ta l ro le  o f  th e  B r it ish  m ed ia  in 
p ro m u lg a tin g  s te re o typ ica l nega tive  a s so c ia t io n s  w ith  M u s lim s  w h ich  v in d ica te  th e  rac ist 

s e n t im e n ts  o f  even  fa r r igh t e x trem is ts  in vo lved  in o rgan ised  in t im id a t io n  and ha ra ssm en t o f 
M u s lim s  in th e  UK:

"M ost significant was a majority of mainstream UK political and UK media analysis and 

reporting that identified the suicide bombers' motivation as being grounded in Islam or 
a particular rendition of Islam... Victims, witness and investigators have explained how 

this view of Muslims as terrorists or in some broadly conceived way as being 

pejoratively connected to terrorism has been at the heart of an alarming rise in what 
can best be described as anti-Muslim hate crime.

... in sections of the mainstream media and sections of the political elite consistently 
negative portrayals of Muslims in general and the stigmatisation of politically active 

Muslims as extremist and subversive has created a climate in which intimidation and 
violence against Muslims has become warranted and routine...

Our evidence suggests, Muslims are attacked on a regular basis because their attackers 

believe what has become common coinage in the media as well as in the BNP and EDL: 
that some or all Muslims are terrorists, terrorist sympathisers, extremists or 

subversives."^'^

Unitas Communications Ltd. Page 37

MOD400001918



For Distribution to CPs

Race and Reform: Islam and Muslims In the British Media A submission to the Leveson Inquiry

C o n c lu s io n s  &  R e c o m m e n d a tio n s

Th is  an a ly s is  d e m o n s tra te s  th a t th e re  is a se r io u s  and sy s tem ic  p ro b lem  o f rac ist, a n t i
M u s lim  re p o rt in g  w ith in  se c t io n s  o f  th e  B r it ish  m ed ia . W h ile  ta b lo id  n ew sp ap e rs  in p a rt icu la r  

bea r d ire c t re sp o n s ib ility  fo r  re p e a te d ly  in accu ra te  and rac ist re p o rt in g  a b o u t Islam  and 
M u s lim s , th e  im p o ten ce  o f th e  e x is t in g  re g u la to ry  fra m e w o rk  a lon g  w ith  th e  genera l p au c ity  
o f  p o s it iv e  re p o rt in g  on  M u s lim s  has u n w itt in g ly  e n a b le d  th e  o ve ra ll p re d o m in a n ce  o f 

Is lam o p h o b ic  d iscou rses .

N o t o n ly  has th is  p ro b lem  b e co m e  in c re a s in g ly  e n tre n ch ed  o ve r th e  last de cade , it is 

re a so n ab le  to  co n c lu d e  based  on  th e  e v id e n ce  fro m  o p in io n  p o lls  and  su rveys  th a t an 
in ten s ify in g  so c ia l p o la r isa t io n  in th is  c o u n try  be tw een  so m e  M u s lim  and  n o n -M u s lim  
B r ito n s  is a d ire c t  co n se q u e n ce  o f th e  p re d o m in a n ce  o f  a n t i-M u s lim  m ed ia  d iscou rse s . 

Spec ifica lly , h o s t ility  and su sp ic io n  to w a rd  B r it ish  M u s lim s  has b e co m e  in c re a s in g ly  
w id e sp re a d  and  n o rm a lise d  am on g s t a m a jo r ity  o f  th e  genera l B r it ish  p o p u la t io n . R a th e r 

th an  th is  m e re ly  c o n s t itu t in g  a s im p le  so c ie ta l re fle x  to  p a r t ic u la r  te r ro r is t  a ttacks 
u n de rta ken  by a t in y  m in o r ity  o f  Is lam ist m ilitan ts , th is  g ro w in g  su sp ic io n  and  h o s t ility  sh ou ld  
be re cogn ised  as a so c ie ta l re ad ing  o f in accu ra te  and d e ro g a to ry  re p re se n ta t io n s  a b o u t th e se  

and re la ted  in c id e n ts  w ith in  p o w e rfu l se c to rs  o f  th e  B r it ish  m ed ia , w h ich  tend  to  cast 
M u s lim s  in B r ita in  in th e ir  e n t ire ty  u n d e r a g en e r ic  sh a d o w  o f d e m e a n in g  la be ls  lin ked  to  

v io le n ce , e x trem ism , and te rro r ism .

Th is  e n tre n ch m e n t o f  Is lam o ph o b ic  se n t im e n t is a lso  d ire c t ly  lin ked  to  th e  em e rgen ce  and 
a c ce le ra t io n  a fte r  9 /11  o f a d is t in c t iv e  fo rm  o f  rac ist v io le n c e  ta rge ted  at M u s lim s . N o t o n ly  

have a n t i-M u s lim  se n t im e n ts  b e co m e  m o re  w id e ly  d isp e rsed  as a re su lt o f  a p a tte rn  o f 
in accu ra te , d e ro g a to ry  and  rac ist re p o rt in g  on Islam  and  M u s lim s  w ith in  key se c to rs  o f  th e  

B r it ish  m ed ia , th e  sp e c if ic  m ed ia  na rra t iv e s  th e se  se n t im e n ts  o r ig in a te  fro m  are  d ire c t ly  used 
to  m o tiv a te  and m o b ilise  a n t i-M u s lim  ha te  c r im e s. Indeed, fa r r igh t e x tre m is t g roup s 
im p lica te d  in o rgan ised  ha te  c r im e  cam pa ign s  aga in st M u s lim  c o m m u n it ie s  in th e  UK 

ro u t in e ly  d ra w  on se n sa t io n a lis t  and  in accu ra te  m ed ia  re p o rt in g  to  le g it im ise  th e ir  c r im in a l 
a c t iv it ie s  on  th e  basis th a t th e y  are, as p e r p re d o m in a n t m ed ia  d iscou rse s , ta rg e tin g  

e x trem is ts  and  te r ro r is ts  w h o  are  in h e re n t ly  o p p o se d  to  B r it ish  v a lu e s  and  n a tio n a l iden tity .

It is th e re fo re  im p e ra tiv e  th a t a p p ro p r ia te  m easu re s  are  e xp lo re d  to  en su re  th a t th e  B ritish  
m ed ia  is b e tte r  in fo rm ed , and b e tte r  regu la ted , in its re p o rt in g  on  issues re la tin g  to  race, and 

sp e c if ic a lly  in re la t io n  to  Islam  and M u s lim s . O u r c o n su lta n ts  to  th is  p ro je c t o ffe red  a w id e  
range o f in fo rm ed  re co m m e n d a t io n s  fo r  re fo rm  w h ich  w e  o u t lin e  be low .

The  need  and  u rg en cy  o f re fo rm  has been  a m p ly  su m m a rise d  by Daanish Masood, UN 

Alliance of Civilizations Media & Partnerships Officer:

"The existing regulatory fram ew ork in the UK under the Press Complaints Com m ission  

has proven ineffective in addressing this issue. Crucially, this does not m ean that 

freedom  o f  speech should  be curtailed, or that British m edia institutions should  face any  

form  o f governm ent censorship. O n the contrary, the m edia m ust remain free to report 

on controversial issues, including issues facing M uslim  communities. But there is a need
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for accountability w hen the m edia fails to adhere to journalistic standards o f  accuracy 

and  fairness. Therefore, it is absolutely essential that the Leveson Inquiry explore 

concrete ways to balance the need  for freedom  o f speech, a fundam ental right, with the 

need  to ensure that false and potentially racist, anti-M uslim  narratives are not 

prom oted by elements o f  the British m edia due to poor Journalism."

R e g u l a t i o n  a n d  t h e  P r e s s  C o m p la i n t s  C o m m i s s i o n  (P C C )

The  e x is t in g  system  o f re gu la t io n  has fa ile d , and requ ire s  u rgen t re fo rm .

A s former Channel 4 and ITN Programme Editor Charlie Beckett no tes, th e  reason  th a t 

c e rta in  se c to rs  o f  th e  B r it ish  p ress have co n d u c te d  in accu ra te  a n t i-M u s lim  re p o rt in g  is 
"because there has been a regulatory failure by the PCC, com bined with cowardice o f  

politicians and  other m edia groups to condem n the practices."

B e tte r  and  m o re  ro bu s t re gu la t io n  need  no t u n d e rm in e  th e  n e ce ss ity  to  p ro te c t fre e d o m  o f 
sp eech  and  to  avo id  cen so rsh ip . A  h a llm a rk  o f  th e  B r it ish  m ed ia  is u n d o u b te d ly  its fre e d o m  

to  in vestiga te  and re p o rt on  co n tro ve rs ia l m a tte rs  w ith o u t  fe a r  o f  u n w a rran ted  rep r isa ls  o r 
san c tion s . H ow ever, fre e d o m  o f sp eech  ca n n o t in an yw ay  be used to  ju s t ify  th e  p ro m u lg a tio n  
o f fa lse , in accu ra te  and  rac ist n a rra t iv e s  on  B r it ish  M u s lim s  w h ich  se rve  to  d e m o n ise  and 

c r im in a lis e  th e m  as a so c ia l g roup .

Tehmina Kazi, Director of British Muslims for Secular Democracy, p o in ts  o u t tha t:

"It is important to clarify that freedom  o f  speech does not include the freedom  to 

gratuitously offend and  insult groups that fall within the remit o f  existing equalities 

legislation. This is particularly pertinent w hen such actions threaten to underm ine a 

m ore pressing objective: the need to fully integrate M uslim s into British society."

Th is  is se co n d ed  by jo u rn a lis t  R icha rd  Pepp ia tt:

"I completely accept people's right to have and  state their opinion freely. But then 

there's corporate free speech, where we find  that certain entities, including new s  

corporations, are trying to m ake m oney  by exploiting free speech as a business and  an 

instrument o f  commerce... There is a complete difference between the right o f  every 

person to express their opinions, and  the corporate act o f  publishing those views as fact. 

So, for instance, there's a difference between a newspaper publishing a com m ent piece 

by a journalist or com m entator expressing their opinion that M uslim s are a problem  or 

an issue. That w ould  be an opinion piece, and one should  be allowed to freely express 

their opinion in such a piece. That's allowed. However, we have a situation in the press 

right now  where fact is fused  with comment, due to the fram ing o f  stories that I Just 

described. Com m ent and  interpretation is presented as new s -fa c ts  are not simply  

reported, they are framed, and  effectively w hat is delivered as 'news' is actually the 

consum er being told ho w  to interpret facts. Or otherwise, certain facts are focused  on  

while other facts are ignored to force an interpretation o f  the facts which is then 

presented as 'news'. This should  not be misconstrued as free speech, because this is 

quite deliberate misinterpretation and  m anipulation o f  facts to produce stories that will
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sell. This is nothing less than propaganda. We need  to step back and ask what we 

actually m ean by free speech. Do we w ant a situation where new s corporations can 

publish literally anything as news, no matter ho w  untrue? There is no easy answer, but 

there m ust be a balance."

W h a t k ind  o f  re gu la t io n  is n eeded  to  en su re  th a t th e  m ed ia  d o e s  no t end  up in du lg in g  in 

w h a t e ffe c t iv e ly  am o u n ts  to  rac ist p ro p ag and a?  It is n o w  in c re a s in g ly  re cogn ised  th a t w h ile  
so m e  p rog ress w ith  th e  PCC has been  m ade , m uch  fu r th e r  re fo rm  is needed .

A s  Guy Black, Executive Director of the Telegraph Media Group, to ld  us:

"All publications should  ensure they report accurately and  allow  opportunity to 

comment... There can never be an excuse o f inaccurate or false reporting, and  I hope  

that where this occurs, it is taken up with the PCC if any publication refuses to correct 

the record... I know  that the PCC has m ade som e progress in tackling inaccurate 

reporting on the back o f  positive dialogue with M uslim  com m unity groups. A  successor 

body to the PCC is likely to be established in the relatively near future, and I hope - and  

w ould  expect - that this constructive progress could continue."

1. A  key p ro b lem  th a t has been  id en t if ie d  w ith  th e  PCC  is th a t th e  code  o f  c o n d u c t a p p lie s  
o n ly  to  in d iv id u a ls  w h o  have been  re p o rte d  a b o u t inaccu ra te ly , w ith  a re su lt in g  in a b ility  to  

launch  th ird  pa rty  co m p la in ts .

Yasir Mirza of Guardian Media & News obse rved :

"The up and  com ing replacement for the PCC could be em pow ered to address the 

representation o f  com m unities and  other groups as well as individual complaints. I think 

currently the m ain problem  appears to be that if a com m ent is a im ed generally rather 

than at a specific nam ed  person or group then the PCC cannot engage with it."

T h e re fo re  th e  co de  o f c o n d u c t m ust be am en d ed  to  ad d re ss  d is c r im in a t io n  aga in s t g roup s 
th ro u g h  fa lse  and in accu ra te  repo rt in g , ra th e r th an  ju s t in d iv id u a ls .

2. A n o th e r  key p ro b lem  id en t if ie d  is th a t th e  PCC is s im p ly  no t su ff ic ie n t ly  in d e p e n d e n t fro m  
th e  m ed ia  industry , and fu r th e rm o re  has no po w e rs  to  im p o se  m ean in g fu l sa n c tio n s  o r 

p e n a lt ie s  ca p a b le  o f  h o ld in g  th e  m ed ia  a c co u n ta b le  fo r  f la g ra n t v io la t io n s  o f  th e  code .

Former Independent on Sunday  Deputy Editor Brian Cathcart ob se rv ed  that:

"I am  convinced o f the need for a new  regulatory regim e which is independent o f  the 

press (and  o f  governm ent) but which has the authority to com pel m em bership and, 

where necessary, im pose sanctions. I believe this is m ost likely to be achieved through  

legislation, providing what is called 'statutory underp inning'for the arrangement. Som e  

in the press use the phrase 'statutory regulation' as a shorthand for governm ent 

censorship. This is extremely m isleading: regulation which is supported by statute can 

com e in many, m any form s and we are surely capable o f designing one which protects 

free expression while also upholding standards. Hitherto the job has been left
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exclusively to the industry and  that industry has betrayed our trust. The Leveson Inquiry  

is probably a once-in-a-iifetime opportunity to get these things right. If  regulation is 

effective, it can remove the need  for further legislation, or indeed for people to go to 

court."

Thus, seve ra l c o n su lta n ts  p o in ted  o u t th a t a new  re g u la to ry  fra m e w o rk  m ust no t o n ly  be 

in d e p e n d e n t fro m  g o ve rn m e n t and  th e  press, bu t sh ou ld  in c lu d e  p ro p e r  pena lt ie s , 
in c lu d in g  fin e s, as w e ll as a s ta tu to ry  r igh t o f  re p ly  w h ich  g ive s due  p ro m in e n ce  to  

re tra c t io n s  and co rre c t io n s  in th e  fo rm  o f e qu a l space .

Three Faiths Forum Director Stephen Shashoua adv ised :

"W e do need an independent m edia watchdog and  not just an institute that deals with 

complaints only (like the PCC for example) but som ething that can pay attention to what 

is being printed and  enables people to decipher w hat is agenda driven and w hat are 

genuine issues."

A cco rd in g  to  Journalism Professor Julian Petley:

"The only answer to this is a press code o f practice which is properly enforced and  

infringements o f which are m et with m eaningful sanctions. Third party complaints m ust 

also be entertained. But the real answer to all o f  these problem s (which go beyond the 

misrepresentation o f M uslim s and  Islam ) is a statutory right o f  reply to articles which  

are factually inaccurate. Such replies should  be published swiftly, and  given the sam e  

prom inence as the offending article. The press habitually rejects this idea by claim ing  

that papers w ould  be full o f  replies, but this is simply to offer an enorm ous hostage to 

fortune, since it is to admit that papers are indeed full o f  inaccurate articles I The 

existence o f  a m eaningful right to reply w ould  m ean that papers w ould  be m uch more  

careful to ascertain the truth and  accuracy o f  stories before they published them, and it 

w ould  also greatly help those Journalists who are pressured by their editors to run 

stories which they know  to be untrue or distorted (see Richard Peppiatt's evidence to 

Leveson). The PCC m ust be replaced by a body which is independent o f both the press 

and  government, but it m ust possess statutory back-stop powers so that it can impose  

m eaningful sanctions on  code breakers w hen all else fails."

Fo rm e r te le v is io n  e d ito r  and LSE journalism scholar Charlie Beckett se co n d s  th is  

p e rspective :

"W e need a m uch  tougher regulatory regim e that pursues inaccuracies and  

misrepresentations with real punishm ents such as full apologies and  fines and  a right to 

rep/y." Th is  sh ou ld  no t e n c ro a ch  on th e  r igh t to  pu b lish  "views critical o f  M uslim  or 

Islamic groups/individuals (with the usual caveats about incitement etc)."

3. The  e x is t in g  p ress code  o f  c o n d u c t a lso  need s to  be rev ised  in ligh t o f  th e  e x te n t to  w h ich  
so c ia l g ro up s  such  as M u s lim s  have been  sub je c ted  to  v ilif ic a t io n  and rac ist a ttacks  due  to  

ir re sp o n s ib le  and in accu ra te  repo rt in g , in o rd e r  to  en su re  th a t th e  m ed ia  ac ts  in 
a c co rd an ce  w ith  th e  p ro te c t io n s  a ffo rded  u n d e r e x is t in g  e q u a lit ie s  le g is la t ion .
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Community leader Tehmina Kazi, fo r  in stance , re co m m en d s  tha t:

"The Equality and  H um an Rights Com m ission and  Departm ent for Com m unities and  

Local Governm ent should  draft a code o f  conduct relating to coverage on M uslim  

stories, with enforcement m echanism s (including fines) for persistent and unrepentant 

violations."

U n d e r - R e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  M i n o r i t i e s  a n d  M u s l i m s  in  t h e  M e d i a

The  sca rc ity  o f  m in o r it ie s  in g en e ra l and M u s lim s  in p a rt ic u la r  in th e  m ed ia  in te rm s  o f 
e m p lo y m e n t is a fu n d a m e n ta l s tru c tu ra l p ro b lem  th a t has co n tr ib u te d  to  th e  c a p a c ity  o f 

se c to rs  o f  th e  B r it ish  m ed ia  to  re p o rt in a ccu ra te ly  on  M u s lim s  w ith  a deg ree  o f im pun ity .

4. R obust m easu re s  m ust be pu rsued , backed w ith  re g u la to ry  e n fo rcem en t, to  en su re  th a t 
th e  B r it ish  m ed ia  as a w h o le  pu rsue  n ew  p o lic ie s  o f  p o s it iv e  a c t io n  to  in crease  

e m p lo y m e n t o f  m in o r it ie s , in c lu d in g  M u s lim s , w ith  c le a r  ta rge ts.

Jason Beattie of The Daily M irror rem arked  to  us tha t:

"A couple o f  years ago I gave a speech on this issue in which I pointed out that one o f  

the reasons was there were far too few  M uslim  Journalists on the local and national 

press. I suggested  this... was a m issed opportunity for the newspapers as they were, 

potentially, m issing out on a wealth o f  new s stories. I also pointed out that new sroom s  

remain predom inantly white, m iddle class places o f w ork and, even putting aside the 

nature o f the work, as a result m any Journalists had  little personal contact with M uslim s  

or know ledge o f Islam ."

Journalism Professor Brian Cathcart s im ila r ly  h igh ligh ts  an "undeniable failure o f  these 

papers to recruit new sroom s that reflect the society they serve. London is almost 30 per 

cent non-white: all o f  these papers are based in London yet I think it is a safe bet that 

none is even 10 per cent non-white. If  m ore Journalists working in those new sroom s  

were M uslim , and  if reporters looked up from  their screens and  saw  ordinary M uslim  

people w ho were colleagues, and could talk to them, they w ould  be far less likely to 

m ake the m isjudgem ents they do. This problem  was docum ented by the Society o f  

Editors in 2006, and identified then as a priority, but not nearly enough  has changed."

Th is  s ta te  o f  a ffa irs  w ill n o t change  w ith o u t  p re ssu re  fro m  g o v e rn m e n t -  th e re fo re  
s ta tu to ry  re fo rm  is re qu ired  to  en su re  th a t m ed ia  in s t itu t io n s  w o rk  to w a rd s  e n su r in g  th a t 
th e re  is g re a te r  d iv e rs ity  in em p lo ym e n t.

A s  Tehmina Kazi suggests: "... existing legislation should  be better enforced, particularly 

the positive action provisions o f the Equality Act 2010. N ew s outlets should  recruit more  

staff from  M uslim  backgrounds (but in a non-tokenistic manner), as well as m ore staff 

with a detailed know ledge o f  Islam  and M uslim  issues."
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F o r m a l  E n g a g e m e n t  w i t h  B r i t is h  M i n o r i t i e s  a n d  M u s l i m  

C o m m u n i t i e s

Severa l c o n su lta n ts  no ted  th a t th e  lack  o f  eng ag em en t b e tw een  B rit ish  m ed ia  in s t itu t io n s  
and M u s lim  c o m m u n it ie s  w as a m a jo r cause  o f e d ito rs ' and jo u rn a lis ts ' lack  o f  u n d e rs ta n d in g  

o f issues re la tin g  to  m in o r it ie s  and M u s lim s . Th is  can  be ad d re ssed  in a n u m b e r o f  ways: 
b e tte r  tra in in g  and e d u ca t io n  o f  jo u rn a lis ts ;  fo rm a l m e ch a n ism s  to  en su re  th a t m ed ia  
in s t itu t io n s  seek  regu la r ad v ice  and in p u t fro m  in d e p e n d e n t e xp e rts  on  issues re la tin g  to  

Islam  and M u s lim s ; and th is  sh ou ld  in c lu d e  e s ta b lish in g  fo ru m s  by w h ich  e d ito rs  and 
jo u rn a lis ts  a re  ab le  to  engage  d ire c t ly  w ith  B r it ish  M u s lim  co m m u n it ie s .

5. Jo u rn a lis ts  and e d ito rs  re p o rt in g  on  issues re la tin g  to  m in o r it ie s  such  as M u s lim s  requ ire  
a p p ro p r ia te  tra in in g  and e d u ca t io n  to  en su re  th e y  have a g ro u n d ed  and  va lid  
u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e se  issues in a ll th e ir  c o m p le x ity  and  d ive rs ity . G iven  th e  sca le  o f  th e  

p ro b lem , th is  tra in in g  sh ou ld  be m anda to ry .

Former BBC World TV  editor Rita Payne re co m m en d s  that:

"Training is essential so that all journalists aspire to the highest professional standards."

S tep hen  Shashoua , D ire c to r  o f  th e  T h ree  Fa iths Fo rum , s im ila r ly  suggests that:

"M ed ia  personalities look for an exciting story and  usually look for the fastest, easiest 

w ay to get that story. But at the sam e time the m edia m ust be inform ed in order to 

present informed writing. A ll this m eans that Journalists should  be getting m uch more  

intercultural training in order to fill this void in their know ledge and  understanding o f  

minority com m unities."

6. A n y  n ew  o r  re fo rm ed  re g u la to ry  fra m e w o rk  shou ld  in c lu d e  th e  e s ta b lish m e n t o f  an 

in d e p e n d e n t a d v iso ry  pane l to  p ro v id e  e xp e rt in p u t to  jo u rn a lis ts  and e d ito rs  on  issues 
re la tin g  to  m in o r it ie s , in c lu d in g  Islam  and M u s lim s  -  p e rh ap s  by ad v is in g  th e  PCC  a n d /o r  

its su cce sso r body.

Christian Muslim Forum Director Julian Bond re com m ends:

"An appropriate level o f  responsibility is likely to be challenging for tabloid Journalism. 

One possibility w ould  be a M uslim  advisor to the Press Complaints Com m ission and  

guidance on ho w  to report 'M uslim ' stories."

7. Fo rum s sh ou ld  be e s ta b lish ed  by w h ich  m ed ia  in s t itu t io n s  are  ab le  to  engage  d ire c t ly  w ith  
B r it ish  M u s lim s  in o r d e r t o  d e v e lo p  a b e tte r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f th e ir  c u ltu re  and  va lu es .

Ex-BBC journalist Rita Payne stated:

"M em bers o f the com m unity should  try to set up regular exchanges with m edia owners 

and  practitioners to prom ote understanding o f  their culture and values. M u ch  o f  the 

negative reporting is the result o f  ignorance."
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W h ile  so m e  co n su lta n ts  suggested  th a t th e  im p e tu s  fo r  th is  sh ou ld  o r ig in a te  fro m  B rit ish  
M u s lim  co m m u n ity  le ad e rs  and o rg an isa t io n s , it is c le a r  th a t du e  to  o b v io u s  p o w e r 

d isp a r it ie s , such  o u tre a ch  in it ia t iv e s  sh ou ld  be co m m e n ce d  by m ed ia  in s t itu t io n s . 
H ow ever, equa lly , M u s lim  c o m m u n it ie s  sh ou ld  c e r ta in ly  a t te m p t to  be m o re  p ro a c tiv e  in 
th e ir  e ffo rts  to  engage  m ed ia  bo th  c r it ic a lly  and co n stru c tive ly .

A s  The Mirror's Jason Beattie to ld  us, it is im p e ra tiv e  "to find  ways o f  prom oting more  

M uslim  Journalists, building links between the m edia and M uslim  organisations and  

working with M uslim  organisations on ho w  they can be better served by the media."

Protection of Journalists

8. F ina lly , th e re  is a need  to  en su re  th a t jo u rn a lis ts  th e m se lv e s  are  p ro te c te d  so th a t th e y  

are  ab le  to  e xe rt th e ir  e th ica l r igh ts  to  res ist e d ito r ia l p re ssu re  to  re p o rt in a ccu ra te ly  o r  in 
a w ay  th a t in vo lve s  rac ist d e n ig ra t io n  -  as has a lre a d y  been  u n a n im o u s ly  v o ted  fo r  by 

u n io n s  at a T U C  co n fe re n ce  last year.

Journalism Professor Julian Petley re com m en ds : "... Journalists should  have conscience 

clauses in their contracts, and  the right to full union recognition and  representation in 

their workplaces."
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