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INTRODUCTION

In our unsuccessful application to be added to the list of Core Participants of The Inquiry the 

association contended that our members would be “su b jec t to exp lic it o r s ignificant criticism  

during the  inquiry p ro ceed in g s  o r in its re p o rt.” This is largely due to the nature of the evidence 

being given to The Inquiry by various celebrity witnesses and the weight of media commentary 

during the opening weeks of the Inquiry, which gave an unfair and misleading impression of the 

work that press photographers do.

The association is in a position to make a unique and positive contribution to the debate by 

providing a more accurate, up-to-date and informed assessment than any other organisation 

on the specific topics where we have expertise. In this written submission The BPPA will offer 

The Inquiry our views on:

1. The culture and practices of professional press photographers

2. The market place for news pictures and how it affects those cultures and practices

3. The problems that the market for celebrity images are causing

4. Privacy laws vs public interest

As well as our proposals for

5. Cooperation between all parts of the media to establish clear and enforceable ethical 

guidelines and codes of behaviour and etiquette

6. The reduction and elimination of the problems of unethical photographers, the so- 

called ‘stalkerazzi’

The British Press Photographers’ Association (The BPPA) has amongst its membership a large 

percentage of the country’s front line news photographers. Founded in 1984 to ‘promote and 

inspire the highest ethical, technical and creative standards from within the profession’. The 

BPPA has a unique perspective on the current practices and market place for press 

photographs in the United Kingdom. Press photographers led the way when it came to 

establishing the guidelines by which all UK Police forces (via ACPO) work alongside the media 

in the field and we would endeavour to bring a similar problem solving approach to the Inquiry.

The BPPA can speak for press photographers who, because of the highly fragmented nature of 

our employment may well speak to the BPPA when they would not speak to the Inquiry. The 

Inquiry should know that our total membership of just fewer than 800 breaks down as follows:
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• Directly employed -  24%

• Employed on fixed or rolling contracts 12%

• Working through agencies as freelance photographers 18%

• Entirely freelance 46%

Press photographers are, for various reasons, the very visible face of the UK print media. 

Because of this we are regularly subjected to false attribution and accusations as well as 

verbal abuse from members of the public and from a significant number of people who work in 

the celebrity, entertainment and even law and order industries. The continuous use of 

pejorative terms such as ‘paparazzi’ about the widest spectrum of news photographers harms 

our collective reputations.
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1. THE CULTURE AND PRACTICES OF PROFESSIONAL PRESS PHOTOGRAPHERS

One of the main problems highlighted by The Inquiry is that the vocabulary used by the public 

and by much of the media regarding press photography is limited and, largely, wrong. There is 

a lot of anecdotal evidence to say that this is due to confusion about who we are what we do 

and it is probably true that we need to work harder to correct those issues. The BPPA 

represents a range of photographers whose work is used in the print and electronic media. Our 

members all work as news photographers as their principle or sole occupation and, whilst 

some specialize in certain types of news photography, all of them will have a good deal of 

experience in the widest range of types of news work. We would like to introduce the following 

points for The Inquiry’s consideration:

i. Most news stories are illustrated with photographs and the type and/or style of photograph 

used is dependent on the nature of that story and the house style of the publication

ii. We operate in a complex market place where all pictures have a financial value and where 

the laws of supply and demand operate in equally complex ways

ill. In the case of photographers working as salaried staff, on contract or on freelance shifts 

directly for a specific publication, the decisions on what kind of coverage is required and 

when any photographs are taken are made by editors who are, in turn, liaising with other 

editors further up the chain

iv. News agency photographers cover news stories with the knowledge that their work may 

be used in the widest variety of publications and therefore they need to shoot a range of 

pictures that would suit those various markets

V. Where genuinely freelance photographers cover a story, they do so on the basis that they 

get paid for pictures published and therefore they often have to get exclusive images

The activities of press photographers can range from sports action to press conferences and 

from feature case studies to war and famine. Most professional press photographers will have 

touched all of those topics as well as red-carpet events, door-steps and some other genuine 

news jobs that seem to have been labelled as “paparazzi” by a lot of commentators.

In an attempt to define who we are. The BPPA’s blog recently featured the following under the 

heading “W h at P ress P ho to g rap h ers  D o . . .”:

E very tim e you  open  a n ew sp ap er, oliok on a new s w ebsite  o r oheok o u t w h at is 

h app en in g  in the w o rid  there  is a very high ohanoe th a t you  wiii b e  iooking a t the  w ork  

o f a p ro fess ionai p ress p ho to g rap h er. F rom  T iananm an S qu are  to O id  T rafford  an d  

from  the re d  o arp et a t the ia test fiim  p rem ie re  to p ro tes ts  on the streets  o f  o ur oities
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those icon ic  im ages w ere  a im ost certa in iy  p ro d u c e d  b y  us a n d  o ur coiieagues.

it can b e  fun, i t ’s often  exciting a n d  it is reguiariy  very dangerous. Press p h o to g rap h ers  

g o  into situations w here  very fe w  p e o p ie  a p a rt from  the  em e rg e n c y  services a n d  a rm e d  

forces g o  b ecau se  w e take the jo b  o f  record ing  the n ew s a n d  creating  a h istoricai 

re c o rd  very seriousiy a n d  b ecau se  w e b e iieve in a free press. O ur w ork so m etim es  has 

a very short ‘sh e if-iife ’ b u t in th a t n ew sp ap er, that m ag azin e  o r on th a t w ebsite  a n d  on 

th a t d ay  it has rea i im p o rtan ce  a n d  o ur w o rid  w o u id  b e  p o o re r  w ith o ut it.

N e x t tim e you  see a stunning new s p ic tu re  p iease  think ab o u t w h at the p h o to g ra p h e r  

m u st have d on e  to  g e t it. The ch ances are th a t th ey  g o t up eariy, trave iied  a fa ir way, 

u sed  the skiiis th a t th ey  have te a m e d  o ver severai years a n d  m a d e  fuii use o f  the ia test 

tech n o io gy  to de iiver it to th e ir editors.

W e often  h e a r that these days “anyone can take a g o o d  p ic tu re ” b u t th a t is n ’t the point. 

Sure, m o st p e o p ie  take the o d d  g o o d  p ic tu re  th ree  o r four tim es a y e a r b u t p ro fess ionai 

press p h o to g rap h ers  do it 9 9 .9 %  o f the  tim e, u n d er pressure  a n d  to im possib ie  

d eadiines a n d  th ey  have a d a m n e d  g o o d  excuse fo r the 0 .1 %  o f occasions w hen their  

p ic tu res  m ig h t b e  co n s id ered  iess than good .

if  that is n ’t enough, p ress  p h o to g rap h ers  do aii o f  this within the iaw , within co des  o f 

co n d u c t an d  u n d er the w atchfu i eye o f  a criticai p ub iic . A  p u b iic  w ho often m istake  

b ad iy  b e h a v e d  p e o p ie  with p osh  cam eras  -  citizen journaiists  a n d  citizen p ap arazz i -  

fo r the genu ine  professionais  a n d  ta r us aii w ith the sam e dirty  brush.

To flesh that out a little, we find ourselves responding to news stories -  many of which are still 

breaking -  with very little information and a lot of expectations from our newspapers and 

agencies. The news agenda dictates that we often operate in direct competition to one another 

on the same story - which results in what lazy television journalists often refer to as a ‘pack’ of 

photographers or a ‘mass of paparazzi’.

The behaviour of professional photographers, even in a ‘pack’, is normally good, ethical and 

entirely legal. The vast majority of the problems that we see on television are caused by non

professionals, people who have nice cameras and no training who join in thinking that they will 

make their fortune as well as a lot of television crews who never seem to be included in the 

footage when it is screened on the broadcast news.
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These problems are exacerbated by the political and legal cultures in the UK. In other 

countries, photographers are given access to photograph inside courts, parliaments and 

committee hearings. In Britain they are not. London is an international hub, there are 

newspapers, television broadcasters and many international news organisations with foreign 

bureaus based here. The larger the news story, the greater the number of media that will want 

to attend - often flying in from other countries. Even at this inquiry, photographers are limited 

to being out in the street or using poor quality ‘grabs’ from the television coverage from within 

the hearing.

Not getting access to people on the inside that often means when a big news story is peaking 

and someone connected with it chooses to walk out of a building they will have to get through 

a very large crowd of media massing together often on cramped London pavements wanting 

to question, film and photograph them.

Wherever possible, professional news photographers will make agreements to keep their 

distance, use barriers or limit how far they will follow a protagonist down the street. The 

actions of reporters, television crews and untrained photographers often ruin any such 

agreements -  especially against a background where the photographers have their editors on 

the other end of a mobile phone watching live coverage on television and demanding a certain 

type of image.

Professional news photographers have one goal: to get good, interesting pictures that editors 

will want to use. None of us enjoys the process of having to wait on wet and windy pavements 

for hours and nobody actually wants to chase cars down the road because people involved in 

news stories haven’t got the sense to stop and talk for two minutes.
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2. THE MARKET PLACE FOR NEWS PICTURES AND HOW IT AFFECTS THOSE 
CULTURES AND PRACTICES

Exclusive and good news pictures have value. Unfortunately, exclusive pictures of celebrity 

and celebrities have greater value. This is the way the market for photographs has become 

corrupted over the last couple of decades.

In the UK we have a number of news agencies that shoot news and operate on a subscription 

basis in the newspaper market. It doesn’t matter whether you use one picture or one hundred 

pictures a week from one of the big agencies -  you still pay the same. Because of this, most 

photographs from big news events will have a relatively low ceiling on their value. On huge 

news events freelancers have to find exceptional images to make sales and a large number of 

our members specialise in doing just that. Those who are new to the profession -  especially 

those with no formal training or mentoring -  chase the big stories and sometimes behave in 

unsafe and unethical ways to get their pictures.

Newspapers and magazines that have their own photographers working as staff, on contract 

or on shifts at news jobs will have access to a wide range of images from agencies and 

freelancers and so there is a different, subtle pressure on these photographers to get better 

pictures too. From a large public demonstration a national newspaper could easily see 500 

photographs or more and from a massive media event such as the Royal Wedding the number 

could be in the tens of thousands. Shooting ‘stand-out’ pictures has become vital as the 

market place has become more complex, more instant and more saturated.

This is all happening at a time where newspaper circulation is still dropping and work for press 

photographers is getting thinner on the ground. The employment patterns in our industry mean 

that there are more people competing for less work and the work that they find has become 

increasingly casualized. Insecurity could lead to some photographers pushing boundaries in 

order to satisfy the demands of editors. The BPPA has several reports from photographers 

who have expressed reservations about being told to shoot pictures that would be regarded as 

unethical and/or in contravention of the PCC Editor’s Code.

The other complicating factor on big news jobs is the seemingly exponential increase in the 

number of video crews working for television and for websites. Twenty-four hour rolling news 

has arrived at the same time as better transmission technology, allowing live coverage of more 

and more events.
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A  fe w  y e a rs  a g o , o v e rs e a s  te le v is io n  c re w s  w e re  p r e t ty  ra re  b u t  th a t  h a s  c h a n g e d  a n d  y o u  

o f te n  s e e  v id e o  c a m e r a  o p e r a to r s  f r o m  o th e r  c o u n t r ie s .  W e  h a v e  p o in te d  o u t  b e fo re  t h a t  th e  

p u b l ic  s e e s  p h o to g r a p h e r s  a s  th e  v e ry  p u b l ic  fa c e  o f  th e  m e d ia  a n d  w e  h a v e  d e te c te d  a  

te n d e n c y  f o r  d o m e s t ic  te le v is io n  c r e w s  to  f r a m e  th e i r  s h o ts  to  s h o w  u s  a n d , w h e re v e r  p o s s ib le ,  

n o t  o th e r  v id e o  c a m e ra s .  T h e re  is  a  te c h n iq u e  u s e d  b y  T V  n e w s  c a m e r a  o p e r a to r s  w h e re  th e y  

h a v e  to  s h o o t  s u p p le m e n ta r y  s h o ts  -  c u t - a w a y s  -  a n d  o n  n e w s  jo b s  th is  is  m o re  o f te n  th a n  n o t 

a  s e le c t io n  o f  s h o ts  o f  p h o to g r a p h e r s  a t  w o r k  o r  w a it in g  f o r  th in g s  to  h a p p e n . T h e  d e e p  iro n y  

h e re  is  th a t  c u t - a w a y  s h o ts  o f  p h o to g r a p h e r s  w o r k in g  a re  o f te n  s ta g e d  a f te r  th e  e v e n t.

V id e o  e d i to r s  s e e m  to  a lw a y s  in c lu d e  th e s e  c u t - a w a y s  o f  ju s t  th e  s t i l ls  p h o to g r a p h e r s  a n d  th is  

s e e m s  to  h a v e  le d  to  th e  v ie w in g  p u b l ic  b e in g  c o n v in c e d  t h a t  a ll p re s s  p h o to g r a p h e r s  w o r k  in 

p a c k s .  U n fo r tu n a te ly  th is  a ls o  m e a n s  th a t  p e o p le  w h o  a re  in te re s te d  in  b e c o m in g  p re s s  

p h o to g r a p h e r s  a s s u m e  th a t  th is  is  h o w  it is  d o n e .

W h e n  y o u  a c tu a l ly  a n a ly s e  w h a t  p re s s  p h o to g r a p h e r s  d o ,  w e  s h o o t  m o re  o n e - to - o n e  p o r t r a i ts  

a n d  c a s e  s tu d ie s  th a n  e v e r . T h is  is  p a r t ly  d u e  to  th e  c o v e ra g e  o f  m a jo r  n e w s  s to r ie s  b y  th e  

a g e n c ie s  b u t  m a in ly  d u e  t o  th e  c h a n g in g  n a tu re  o f  n e w s p a p e rs .  S im p le  n e w s  re p o r t in g  h a s  

b e c o m e  th e  p r o p e r ty  o f  T V  n e w s  a n d  th e  in te rn e t .  N e w s p a p e rs  h a v e  s h i f te d  th e i r  fo c u s  to  o n  

o p in io n  p ie c e s ,  in - d e p th  re p o r t in g ,  to p ic  b a s e d  n e w s  fe a tu re s  a n d  c o v e r in g  s to r ie s  th a t  

te le v is io n  d o  n o t  h a v e  t im e  in th e i r  s c h e d u le s  fo r .

T h e  a r r iv a l o f  th e  c i t iz e n  jo u r n a l is t  h a s  a ls o  h a d  a n  e f fe c t  o n  th e  n e w s  p h o to g r a p h y  m a rk e t.  A t  

a lm o s t  e v e ry  e v e n t,  o n  a lm o s t  e v e ry  n e w s  s to r y  a n d  o n  a lm o s t  e v e ry  s t r e e t  c o r n e r  th e r e  a re  

m e m b e rs  o f  th e  p u b l ic  w ith  c a m e ra s .  T h is  is  a  fa c t  o f  l ife  b u t  i t  h a s  h a d  a n  e f fe c t  o n  th e  v a lu e  

o f  p h o to g r a p h y .  T h e  a s s u m p t io n  t h a t  th e r e  is  a  f r e e  o r  c h e a p  s o u rc e  o f  ‘ O K ’ p ic tu re s  is  o n e  

th a t  th e  p e o p le  w h o  c o n t r o l  t h e  p u rs e  s t r in g s  in  m e d ia  o r g a n is a t io n s  m a k e . L o o k  a t  th e  re c e n t  

d e c is io n  b y  C N N  in  th e  U S A  to  m a k e  a  lo t  o f  v id e o  c a m e ra  o p e r a to r s  r e d u n d a n t  b e c a u s e  th e y  

w e re  h a p p y  w ith  th e  f r e e  fo o ta g e  th e y  w e re  g e t t in g  f r o m  th e  p u b l ic ,  f r o m  C C T V  a n d  f r o m  P R  

s o u rc e s .

T h e  s a m e  p ro c e s s  h a s  b e e n  g o in g  o n  in  lo c a l a n d  re g io n a l n e w s p a p e r s  f o r  a  w h ile  n o w  a n d  it 

is  s p re a d in g  in to  n a t io n a l m e d ia .  P h o to g ra p h s  s o u rc e d  f r o m  n o n -p r o fe s s io n a ls  a re  f in e  b u t  

e d i to r s  n e e d  to  k n o w  th e i r  p ro v e n a n c e .  T h e  in d u s t r y  is  u n d e r  a  m ic r o s c o p e  a n d  th e  

e s ta b l is h m e n t  o f  th is  in q u ir y  is  te s ta m e n t  to  th a t .  W e  n e e d  to  e s ta b l is h  a  s y s te m  u n d e r  w h ic h  

im a g e s  s o u r c e d  f r o m  p ro fe s s io n a ls  c a n  b e  t r u s te d  to  c o m p ly  w ith  a ll le g is la t io n  a n d  w ith  a ll 

r e le v a n t e th ic a l c o d e s .  T h a t  s a m e  s y s te m  h a s  to  b e  d e s ig n e d  to  in c lu d e  a  r e q u ir e m e n t  f o r  a ll 

o th e r  im a g e s  to  h a v e  re t r o s p e c t iv e  te s ts  a p p l ie d  to  th e m  s o  th a t  th e y  re a c h  th e  s a m e  

s ta n d a r d s  o f  c o m p l ia n c e .
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3. THE PROBLEM S THAT THE M ARKET FOR CELEBRITY IMAGES ARE CAUSING

T h e  p u b l ic ’s  a p p e t i te  f o r  c e le b r i t y  g o s s ip ,  n e w s  a n d  p ic tu re s  h a s  s k e w e d  th e  w h o le  e d ito r ia l  

m a rk e t.  T h e  ta b lo id  a n d  m id - m a r k e t  n e w s p a p e r s  c a n  s e ll a  lo t  m o re  c o p ie s  w ith  th e  r ig h t  

c e le b r i t y  s to r y  b u t  th e  m a in  m a r k e t  s h i f t  h a s  b e e n  th e  p o p u la r i t y  o f  c e le b r i t y  b a s e d  m a g a z in e s  

a n d  w e b s ite s ,  b o th  in  th e  U K  a n d  o v e rs e a s . T h e  p o te n t ia l  v a lu e  o f  a  fe w  o f  th e s e  p ic tu re s  h a s  

r is e n  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  h u n g e r  f o r  m o re  re v e a lin g ,  m o re  s a la c io u s  a n d  m o re  p e rs o n a l 

p h o to g r a p h s  a t  a  t im e  w h e re  th e  t r a d it io n a l  h o m e  fo r  th e s e  p ic tu re s  -  th e  n e w s p a p e r  -  h a s  to  

b id  a g a in s t  m a g a z in e s  w ith  la rg e  c i r c u la t io n s  a n d  b ig  b u d g e ts .

T h e  v ic io u s  c ir c le  o f  p r ic e ,  re v e la t io n  a n d  c o m p e t i t io n  h a s  le d  to  th e  g r o w th  in th e  n u m b e r  o f  

p e o p le  w ith  n o  e x p e r ie n c e ,  t r a in in g  o r  e th ic a l f r a m e w o r k  a c q u ir in g  c a m e r a s  a n d  s ta lk in g  th e  

c e le b r i t ie s  w h o s e  p ic tu re s  s e ll.  T h e  p ro fe s s io n a l p h o to g r a p h e r s  w h o  u s e d  to  w o r k  in th is  

m a r k e t  h a v e  e i th e r  m o v e d  o n  to  n e w  o n e s , a d a p te d  th e i r  b u s in e s s  m o d e l t o  w o r k  in 

c o n ju n c t io n  w ith  th e  c e le b r i t ie s  a n d  th e i r  m a n a g e m e n t  o n  s ta g e d  “ p a p a ra z z i”  s h o o ts  o r  b e e n  

fo r c e d  t o  c o m p e te  e lb o w - t o - e lb o w  w ith  th e  p a r t - t im e r s ,  c h a n c e rs  a n d  c it iz e n  p a p a ra z z i w h o  

w il l  l i te ra l ly  d o  a n y th in g  to  g e t  th e i r  p ic tu re  a n d  m a k e  a  s a le . W e  a re  a ls o  s e e in g  a  lo t  m o re  

p e o p le  w o rk in g  th e  c e le b r i t y  s c e n e  f r o m  o th e r  c o u n t r ie s .

T h e  c o m p e t i t io n  b e tw e e n  p u b l ic a t io n s  a n d  w e b s ite s  to  g e t  th e  la te s t ,  t h e  b e s t  a n d  th e  m o s t  

ju ic y  s to r ie s  a n d  p ic tu re s  o f  c e le b r i t ie s  b o th  in th e i r  p r iv a te  a n d  p ro fe s s io n a l liv e s  is  d r iv in g  a  

m a r k e t  w h e re  p h o to g r a p h e r s  w h o  a re  c h a s in g  m o n e y  ra th e r  th a n  a  d e s ire  t o  re p o r t  th e  n e w s  

a re  b re a k in g  la w s , t r a m p l in g  e th ic a l c o d e s  a n d  b e h a v in g  in  a n t i - s o c ia l  w a y s  to  fe e d  th a t  

m a rk e t.  W h e re  n e w s p a p e r s  a re  c o n c e rn e d ,  m o n e y  s p e n t  o n  c e le b r i t y  p ic tu re s  c a n  s o m e t im e s  

b e  ju s t i f ie d  b y  in c re a s e d  s a le s  b u t  a t  o th e r  t im e s  it ju s t  re d u c e s  th e  b u d g e t  f o r  g e n u in e  n e w s .

T h is  is  w h e re  w e  re tu rn  to  th e  p o in t  a b o u t  p u b l ic  a n d  m e d ia  p e rc e p t io n .  T h e y  s e e  p e o p le  w h o  

lo o k  l ik e  p re s s  p h o to g r a p h e rs ,  w h o  u s e  m u c h  th e  s a m e  e q u ip m e n t  a s  p re s s  p h o to g r a p h e rs  

a n d  w h o s e  p ic tu re s  o f te n  e n d  u p  in  th e  p re s s . C e le b r i ty  c h a s in g  a m a te u r  p a p a ra z z i -  o r  

“ s ta lk e ra z z i”  a s  P ro fe s s o r  R o y  G re e n s la d e  re fe rs  to  th e m  -  a re  c a u s in g  p ro fe s s io n a ls  a  lo t  o f  

p ro b le m s .

W e  a re  b e c o m in g  th e  ta r g e ts  o f  a b u s e  o n  th e  s t r e e ts ,  w e  a re  a ll b e in g  la b e lle d  a s  “ p a p a ra z z i ’ 

a n d  w e  a re  b e in g  a c c u s e d  o f  a  lo t  o f  a c t io n s  b y  w itn e s s e s  to  T h e  In q u ir y  th a t  w e  a re  e n t ire ly  

in n o c e n t  o f.  T o  p a ra p h ra s e  th e  fa m o u s  lin e  “ ju s t  b e c a u s e  it lo o k s  l ik e  a  p re s s  p h o to g r a p h e r ,  

s o u n d s  l ik e  a  p re s s  p h o to g r a p h e r  a n d  ta k e s  p ic tu re s  th a t  e n d  u p  in  th e  p re s s  d o e s n ’t  m e a n  

th a t  it  is  a  p re s s  p h o to g r a p h e r ” . S o m e  o f  th e  r e p o r te d  a c t io n s  o f  p h o to g r a p h e r s  w e re  a c tu a l ly  

th o s e  o f  v id e o  c re w s  a n d  re p o r te rs .  S o m e  o f  th e m  w e re  th o s e  o f  lo c a l a g e n c y  w o r k e r s  in th e
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c o u n t r y  w h e re  th e  in c id e n ts  to o k  p la c e . T h e  b u lk  o f  th e  a p p a l l in g  a n d  o f te n  i lle g a l a c t io n s  w e re  

th o s e  o f  th e  p e o p le  w ith  c a m e ra s  b u t  n o  e th ic s  c h a s in g  th e  b ig  p a y d a y  w h o s e  b e h a v io u r  is  

o v e r lo o k e d  b y  th e  m a rk e t  th e y  s e rv ic e .

T h e  fa c t  t h a t  s o m e  o f  th e  a c t iv i t ie s  o f  th e  ‘s ta lk e ra z z i ’ a re  i lle g a l a n d  t h a t  m o s t  o f  t h e  r e s t  a re  

u n e th ic a l is  a  m a t te r  o f  g re a t  c o n c e rn  to  th e  a s s o c ia t io n .  T h e  e f f e c t  o f  th e  c e le b r i t y  c i r c u s  o n  

th e  p e rc e p t io n  o f  a n d  r e p u ta t io n  o f  o u r  p ro fe s s io n  is  a ls o  o f  g re a t  c o n c e rn .  T h e  w a y  th a t  th e  

m a r k e t  f o r  a ll n e w s  p ic tu re s  h a s  b e c o m e  d is to r te d  d u e  t o  th e  a p p e t i te  o f  th e  re a d e rs  a n d  

v ie w e rs  is , h o w e v e r ,  o f  t h e  g re a te s t  c o n c e rn  o f  a ll.  It  is  a  c l ic h e d  p h ra s e  b u t  p u b l is h in g  ‘th a t  

w h ic h  is  o f  in te re s t  to  th e  p u b l ic  is  n o t  n e c e s s a r i ly  in  th e  p u b l ic  in te r e s t . ’
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4. PRIVACY LAWS vs PUBLIC INTEREST

O n e  o f  th e  f i r s t  w itn e s s e s  to  T h e  In q u ir y  c a l le d  f o r  th e  in t r o d u c t io n  o f  a  p r iv a c y  la w  in th e  U K  - 

w h ic h  w o u ld  re q u ire  a n y  p h o to g r a p h e r  to  a s k  p e rm is s io n  b e fo re  ta k in g  a  p h o to g r a p h ,  e v e n  in a  

p u b l ic  p la c e . A p a r t  f r o m  q u e s t io n s  o f  t h e  f r e e d o m  o f  th e  p re s s  a n d  c iv il  l ib e r t ie s  a n y  p r iv a c y  

la w  w o u ld  fu n d a m e n ta l ly  c h a n g e  th e  n a tu re  o f  o u r  s o c ie ty  a n d  o u r  d e m o c r a c y .  T h e  fu r th e r  

w o r r y  is  t h a t  it w o u ld  a c t iv e ly  p re v e n t  g e n u in e  d o c u m e n ta r y  p h o to g r a p h y  a n d  p u b l ic  in te re s t  

p h o to jo u rn a l is m .  A s  a  s o c ie ty  a n d  a s  b o th  p ro fe s s io n a l a n d  a m a te u r  p h o to g r a p h e r s  w e  h a v e  

b e c o m e  u s e d  to  th e  f r e e d o m  o f  b e in g  a b le  to  ta k e  p ic tu re s  w h e n  a n d  w h e re  w e  w is h .  C u rb s  o n  

th a t  f r e e d o m  w o u ld  b e  a lm o s t  im p o s s ib le  to  e n fo r c e  a n d  th e r e  is  a  re a l d a n g e r  th a t  p e o p le  

ta k in g  p ic tu re s  o n  th e i r  c a m e r a  p h o n e s  w o u ld  b e  ig n o re d  w h i ls t  t h o s e  u s in g  p ro fe s s io n a l 

lo o k in g  e q u ip m e n t  w o u ld  b e  p u rs u e d .  W e  h a v e  a lre a d y  s e e n  th is  h a p p e n in g  w h e re  p r iv a te  

s e c u r i t y  s e rv ic e s  a n d  s o m e  p o l ic e  o f f ic e r s  a lre a d y  d is c r im in a te  a g a in s t  th o s e  u s in g  e x p e n s iv e  

lo o k in g  e q u ip m e n t  in  th e i r  a p p l ic a t io n  o f  p o l ic ie s  a n d  s o m e  o f  th e  a n t i - t e r r o r is t  le g is la t io n .

S p e c if ic a l ly ,  th e  in d u s t r y  h a s  re a l c o n c e r n s  a b o u t  th e  p o te n t ia l  a r r iv a l o f  F re n c h  s ty le  p r iv a c y  

la w s . O l iv ie r  M a r t in e z ,  fa m o u s  in  th e  U K  a s  a n  e x - b o y f r ie n d  o f  K y lie  M in o g u e ,  s u e d  M ir r o r  

G r o u p  N e w s p a p e rs  (M G N ) a n d  A s s o c ia te d  N e w s p a p e rs  fo r  b re a c h  o f  F ra n c e 's  s t r ic t  p r iv a c y  

la w s  a f te r  th e  n e w s p a p e r s  p u b l is h e d  s to r ie s  s u g g e s t in g  M a r t in e z  a n d  M in o g u e  h a d  

r e c o m m e n c e d  th e i r  re la t io n s h ip ,  w h ic h  h a d  e n d e d  a  y e a r  p re v io u s ly .  M G N  w a s  s u e d  b e c a u s e  

o f  a n  a r t ic le  o n  th e  S u n d a y  M ir r o r ’s  w e b s ite ,  w h ile  A s s o c ia te d  w e re  s u e d  o v e r  a r t ic le s  o n  b o th  

th e  D a ily  M a il a n d  L o n d o n  E v e n in g  S ta n d a rd  w e b s ite s .  F o r  e a c h  t i t le  th e  p u b l is h e rs  w e re  

o rd e r e d  to  p a y  € 4 ,5 0 0 .

F re n c h  la w  h a s  a  re p u ta t io n  f o r  b e in g  v e ry  s t r ic t  -  a m o u n t in g  to  re s t r ic t in g  p h o to g r a p h e r s  to  

h a v in g  to  a s k  p e rm is s io n  b e fo re  s h o o t in g  p ic tu re s  o f  o th e r s  e v e n  in  p u b l ic  p la c e s ,  e s p e c ia l ly  if 

th e y  a re  f o r  p u b l ic a t io n .  F re n c h  la w , is  b a s e d  o n  a  s in g le  s e n te n c e  in  A r t ic le  9  o f  t h e  C iv il C o d e : 

" E v e ry o n e  h a s  th e  r ig h t  t o  p r iv a c y " ,  w h ic h  d a te s  b a c k  to  1 9 7 0 . T h is  r ig h t ,  w h ic h  b e c a m e  p a r t  

o f  t h e  c o n s t i tu t io n  in 1 9 9 5 , in c lu d e s  n o t  o n ly  th e  d is c lo s u r e  o f  a  p e r s o n 's  p r iv a te  l ife  b u t  a ls o  

th e  u n a u th o r is e d  ta k in g  o f  p h o to g r a p h s  a n d  th e i r  p u b l ic a t io n .  S e v e ra l p o l i t ic ia n s ,  in c lu d in g  

D o m in iq u e  S tra u s s - K a h n  a n d  fo r m e r  P re s id e n t  F ra n c o is  M it te ra n d  h a v e  h id d e n  e le m e n ts  o f  

t h e i r  p r iv a te  l ife  f r o m  v ie w  u s in g  th is  la w . E le m e n ts  th a t ,  h a d  th e y  b e e n  k n o w n  to  th e  

e le c to ra te ,  w o u ld  p o s s ib ly  h a v e  c o s t  th e m  e le c t io n s  a n d  th e r e fo re  th e i r  jo b s .

T h e  fu r th e r  is s u e  w ith  F re n c h  la w  is  th a t ,  p a r t ly  d u e  t o  th e  in q u is i to r ia l  n a tu re  o f  th e i r  ju d ic ia l  

s y s te m , v e ry  fe w  c a s e s  h a v e  re a c h e d  c o u r t  a n d  e v e n  fe w e r  h a v e  b e e n  r e p o r te d .  M a n y  F re n c h  

p h o to g r a p h e r s  a n d  a g e n c ie s  a re  n o w  o p e ra t in g  in a n  a tm o s p h e r e  w h e re  th e y  a re  n o t  s u re  w h a t  

th e  la w  a c tu a l ly  is  a n d  w h e re  y e a rs  o f  c u s to m  a n d  p r a c t ic e  h a v e  c lo u d e d  th e  s i tu a t io n  e v e n
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fu r th e r .  T h re a ts  o f  p ro s e c u t io n  f r o m  th e  r ic h  a n d  th e  p o w e r fu l  u n d e r  th e  F re n c h  p r iv a c y  s ta tu te  

h a v e  c re a te d  a n  im b a la n c e  b e tw e e n  g e n u in e  p r iv a c y  a n d  th e  p u b l ic  in te re s t  a n d  w e  c a n  s e e  

th a t  u n d e r  th e  U n ite d  K in g d o m ’s  a d v e rs a r ia l  le g a l s y s te m  th a t  th is  p ro b le m  w o u ld  b e  g re a t ly  

m a g n if ie d .

D u r in g  th e  la s t  y e a r  o r  s o  th e r e  h a v e  b e e n  a  n u m b e r  o f  o c c a s io n s  w h e re  a  b la n k e t  a s s u m p t io n  

o f  a n  in d iv id u a l ’s  r ig h t  to  re fu s e  to  b e  p h o to g r a p h e d  w o u ld  h a v e  c h a n g e d  th e  r e p o r t in g  o f  re a l 

n e w s  s to r ie s :

• T h e  d is p o s a l  o f  c o n s t i tu e n c y  p a p e rs  in  a  p u b l ic  p a rk  b y  O liv e r  L e tw in

• R io te rs  a n d  lo o te r s  d u r in g  th e  s u m m e r  d is tu r b a n c e s

• T h e  “ h a v e -a - g o  h e r o ”  t r ip p in g  a  m a n  w h o  s ta b b e d  s o m e o n e  a t  th e  N e t t in g  H ill C a rn iv a l

• C ro w d  s h o ts  a t  T h e  R o y a l W e d d in g

T h e re  a re  d o z e n s  m o re ;  a ll s e r io u s  s to r ie s ,  a ll w e ll w ith in  th e  t r a d it io n a l  re m it  o f  g o o d  p u b l ic  

in te re s t  jo u rn a l is m .  T h e  p ro b le m  w ith  c re a t in g  le g is la t io n  to  d e a l w ith  c e le b r i t y  r e p o r t in g  is  th a t  

it w o u ld  th e n  b e  a p p l ie d  to  a ll n e w s , w h ic h  w o u ld  b e  c o u n te r - p r o d u c t iv e  in  v e ry  re a l a n d  

w o r r y in g  w a y s .

T h e  u b iq u i ty  o f  C C T V  c a m e r a s  th r o u g h o u t  th e  U n ite d  K in g d o m  c a l ls  in to  q u e s t io n  a n y  n o t io n  

o f  p r iv a c y .  W h i ls t  th e  e x is te n c e  in  th e  p o c k e ts  a n d  h a n d b a g s  o f  a  h u g e  p e r c e n ta g e  o f  c i t iz e n s  

o f  th is  c o u n t r y  o f  m o b ile  p h o n e s  w ith  e v e r  b e t te r  q u a l i t y  c a m e r a s  a ls o  m e a n s  th a t  a n y  id e a  o f  

c o n t r o l l in g  th e  g a th e r in g  o f  im a g e s  w o u ld  b e  a n  u n fa ir  a n d  m o u n ta in o u s  ta s k .
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5. COOPERATION BETW EEN ALL PARTS OF THE MEDIA TO ESTABLISH CLEAR AND  

EN FO RCABLE ETHICAL GUIDELINES AND CO D ES OF PRACTICE AND ETIQUETTE

T h e re  a re  a lre a d y  a  n u m b e r  o f  s e ts  o f  g u id e l in e s  in  p la c e  b y  w h ic h  a ll m e m b e rs  o f  t h e  m e d ia  

a re  s u p p o s e d  to  o p e ra te .  T h e s e  a re  in  a d d i t io n  to  a  n u m b e r  o f  p ie c e s  o f  le g is la t io n ,  w h ic h  h a v e  

b e e n  u s e d , a b u s e d ,  u n d e ru s e d  a n d  m is u s e d  in  re c e n t  y e a rs .  T h e  P re s s  C o m p la in ts  

C o m m is s io n ’s  E d i to r s ’ C o d e  a n d  th e  C o d e  o f  E th ic s  o f  th e  N a t io n a l U n io n  o f  J o u rn a l is ts  a re  

v e ry  g o o d  e x a m p le s  o f  ru le s  w h ic h ,  if  p ro p e r ly  a p p l ie d ,  w o u ld  g o  a  lo n g  w a y  t o w a r d s  s o lv in g  

th e  p ro b le m s  th a t  w e  a re  a d d re s s in g  h e re .

T h e  c u r r e n t  in te rn a t io n a l a n d  m u l t i - p la t fo r m  m a r k e t  is , h o w e v e r ,  n o  p la c e  f o r  v o lu n ta r y  c o d e s  

to  fu n c t io n  in is o la t io n .  T h e  B P P A ’s  B o a rd  is  o f  t h e  o p in io n  th a t  w e  n e e d  a  fo u r - p r o n g e d  

s t r a te g y :

• M a k e  th e  p u b l is h e rs  o f  w e b s ite s ,  b lo g s ,  m a g a z in e s  a n d  n e w s p a p e r s  a n d  th e i r  e d i to r s  

f in a n c ia l ly  a n d  p ro fe s s io n a l ly  re s p o n s ib le  f o r  a n y  la c k  o f  d u e  d i l ig e n c e  in  c h e c k in g  

h o w , w h e re  a n d  w h y  p ic tu re s  th a t  th e y  a re  p u b l is h in g  w e re  ta k e n .  P h o to g ra p h s  

a c q u ir e d  f r o m  c it iz e n  jo u rn a l is ts ,  C C T V  s y s te m s  a n d  in e x p e r ie n c e d  p h o to g r a p h e rs  

s h o u ld  h a v e  a  c le a r  a n d  s t r ic t  s e r ie s  o f  te s t s  a p p l ie d  b e fo re  p u b l ic a t io n  t o  v e r i fy  th e ir  

p ro v e n a n c e

• Im a g e s  p u rc h a s e d  f r o m  h o ld e rs  o f  U K  P re s s  C a rd s  o r  f r o m  re p u ta b le  a g e n c ie s  th a t  a re  

m e m b e rs  o f  a  U n ite d  K in g d o m  P re s s  C a rd  A u th o r i t y  m e m b e r  b o d y  w o u ld  re q u ire  a  

lo w e r  s ta n d a r d  o f  c h e c k in g  a n d  p r o o f  b e c a u s e  th e  p h o to g r a p h e r  h o ld in g  th e  p re s s  

c a rd  w o u ld ,  a c c o r d in g  to  th e  n e w  e th ic a l c o d e ,  a lre a d y  h a v e  p e r fo rm e d  te s ts  a s  th e y  

w e re  s h o t .  S h o u ld  th e  im a g e s  tu r n  o u t  to  h a v e  b e e n  a c q u ir e d  ir re s p o n s ib ly ,  th a t  w o u ld  

c o n s t i tu te  a  b re a c h  o f  th e  c o d e  o f  e th ic s  th a t  th e y  s ig n  u p  to  w h e n  re c e iv in g  th e i r  n e w  

U K  P re s s  C a rd

• S tre n g th e n in g  o f  th e  U K  P re s s  C a rd  s c h e m e  w ith  a n  e n fo r c e a b le  c o d e  o f  c o n d u c t  

in c lu d in g  th e  s u s p e n s io n s  a n d  c a n c e l la t io n s  o f  c a rd s .  T h is  o b v io u s ly  w il l  n o t  s to p  th e  

c o w b o y s  w h o  d o n ’t  h a v e  g e n u in e  p re s s  c a rd s  b u t  i t  w il l  p ro v id e  a  f r a m e w o r k  w ith in  

w h ic h  to  w o r k

•  A g re e  a  s im p le  o u t l in e  a b o u t  e x a c t ly  w h ic h  la w s  a p p ly  to  p h o to g r a p h e r s  w h e n  th e y  a re  

g o in g  a b o u t  th e ir  le g it im a te  b u s in e s s :  t r e s p a s s ,  a s s a u lt ,  in t im id a t io n ,  h a ra s s m e n t  a n d  

s o  o n . It  w o u ld  a ls o  b e  a d v is a b le  to  c la r i f y  w h e re  a n d  w h e n  th e  v a r io u s  e le m e n ts  o f  th e  

H u m a n  R ig h ts  A c t  a n d  th e  U N  C o n v e n t io n  o n  th e  R ig h ts  o f  T h e  C h ild  b e c o m e  

a p p l ic a b le  w it h o u t  a l lo w in g  r ic h  a n d  p o w e r fu l  v e s te d  in te re s ts  to  s l ip  a  d e - f a c to  p r iv a c y  

la w  in b y  th e  b a c k  d o o r
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W e  m u s t  re m e m b e r  th a t  th is  in q u ir y  is  p r im a r i ly  c o n c e r n e d  w ith  n e w s p a p e r s  a n d  th e  p r in t  

m e d ia  b u t  w e  n e e d  to  r e c o g n is e  t h a t  th e  m a rk e t  w ith in  w h ic h  th e y  o p e ra te  is  a  c o m p le x  o n e  

a n d  th a t  it is  v e ry  d i f f ic u l t  t o  d i f fe r e n t ia te  b e tw e e n  p h o to g r a p h e r s  w o r k in g  f o r  th e  t r a d it io n a l  U K  

b a s e d  m e d ia  a n d  th o s e  s u p p ly in g  m a te r ia l t o  o v e rs e a s  p u b l ic a t io n s  a n d  th e  n e w  m e d ia .  T h e  

B P P A ’s  B o a rd  w o u ld  l ik e  T h e  In q u ir y  to  a c k n o w le d g e  th a t  th e  p u b l ic  d o e s  n o t  d is c r im in a te  

b e tw e e n  th e  d i f fe r e n t  m e d ia  a n d  th a t  a n y  c h a n g e s  t o  th e  la w  o r  a n y  e n fo r c e a b le  g u id e l in e s  

h a v e  to  b e  f r a m e d  in  a  fa i r  a n d  e q u i ta b le  m a n n e r .

A  c o n s u l ta t iv e  b o d y  in w h ic h  a ll o f  t h e  s ta k e h o ld e rs  a c ro s s  th e  m e d ia  a re  a d e q u a te ly  

re p re s e n te d  to  d e v e lo p  a n d  a g re e  g u id e l in e s  s h o u ld  b e  o n e  o f  t h e  o u tc o m e s  o f  T h e  In q u iry . 

W e  w o u ld  l ik e  to  s e e  th e  U n ite d  K in g d o m  P re s s  C a rd  A u th o r i t y  g iv e n  a  p iv o ta l ro le  o n  s u c h  a  

b o d y  s o  t h a t  th e  p ro fe s s io n a l n a tu re  o f  th e  m e d ia  b e c o m e s  m o re  c le a r ly  d e f in e d .  T h e  te s ts  th a t  

n e e d  to  b e  a p p l ie d  to  a ll im a g e s  b e fo re  th e  p u b l ic a t io n  in  a n y  m e d ia  w o u ld  n e e d  to  b e  a g re e d  

a n d  e a s y  to  u s e  a n d  th e  s a n c t io n s  f o r  n o t  d o in g  s o  w o u ld  n e e d  to  b e  c le a r  a n d  p r o p o r t io n a te .

T h e  B P P A  is  n o t  in fa v o u r  o f  l ic e n s in g  jo u rn a l is ts .  W e  b e l ie v e  th a t  th e  n e e d  f o r  p e o p le  f r o m  a ll 

w a lk s  o f  l ife  to  b e  a b le  to  w r ite ,  m a k e  v id e o s  a n d  ta k e  p ic tu re s  is  v e ry  re a l. O u r  p ro p o s a l  is  th a t  

th e  p u b l is h e rs  o f  t h a t  m a te r ia l s h o u ld  h o ld  th e  l io n ’s  s h a re  o f  th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  f o r  c h e c k in g  a ll 

m a te r ia ls  b e fo re  p u b l ic a t io n  b u t  th a t  m a te r ia ls  s u p p l ie d  b y  p ro fe s s io n a l jo u r n a l is ts  w h o  h o ld  

U K  P re s s  C a rd s  c o u ld  a n d  s h o u ld  b e  s u i ta b le  f o r  a  s h o r te r ,  fa s t  t r a c k  v e r i f ic a t io n  p ro c e s s .

The British Press Photographers’ Assooiation | Suite 219, 2 Lansdowne Cresoent, Bournemouth, BH1 IS A
info@thebppa.oom | www.thebppa.oom

14

MODI 00054189

mailto:info@thebppa.oom
http://www.thebppa.oom


For Distribution to CPs

6. THE REDUCTION AND ELIMINATION OF THE PROBLEM S OF UNETHICAL 

PHOTOGRAPHERS; THE SO -CALLED  ‘STALKERAZZI’

F ro m  w ith in  th e  n e w s  p h o to g r a p h y  in d u s tr y ,  a lm o s t  e v e ry  d is c u s s io n  a b o u t  h o w  t o  p ro c e e d  

c e n t r e s  a ro u n d  th e  s e p a ra t io n  b e tw e e n  th e  ta k in g  a n d  p u b l is h in g  o f  p ic tu re s .  T h e  a c t iv i t ie s  o f  

th o s e  p e o p le  w ith  c a m e r a s  w h o  c a u s e  th e  v a s t  m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  p ro b le m s  c a n  o n ly  b e  c o n t r o l le d  

b y  th e  m a r k e t  p la c e  in c o n ju n c t io n  w ith  p r o p e r  e n fo r c e m e n t  o f  e x is t in g  le g is la t io n .  T h e y  h a v e  

s h o w n  th e m s e lv e s  to  b e  p e r fe c t ly  w il l in g  to  ig n o re  a  ra n g e  o f  la w s , c o d e s  o f  p r a c t ic e  a n d  

e th ic a l g u id e l in e s  in  th e  p u rs u i t  o f  m o n e y . If  t h e  m a r k e t  fo r  th e i r  im a g e s  w e re  to  s h r in k  

d r a s t ic a l ly  o r  e v e n  d is a p p e a r  th e n  m o s t  o r  a ll o f  th e  p ro b le m  w o u ld  g o  a w a y .

T h e  B P P A ’s  B o a rd  h a s  a  g re a t  d e a l o f  s y m p a th y  f o r  th o s e  w h o  a re , th r o u g h  n o  c h o ic e  o f  t h e ir  

o w n ,  th r u s t  in to  th e  c e n t r e  o f  n e w s  e v e n ts  a n d  w h o  f in d  th e i r  l iv e s  d is r u p te d  b y  m e d ia  

a t te n t io n .  W e  b e l ie v e  th a t  th e  fo u r - p r o n g e d  a p p ro a c h  s p e l le d  o u t  in  th e  p re v io u s  s e c t io n  a lo n g  

w ith  th e  b e s t  p r a c t ic e s  a p p l ie d  b y  p o l ic e  v ic t im  s u p p o r t  a n d  m e d ia  te a m s  s h o u ld  b e  u s e d  to  

m a n a g e  th e s e  s i tu a t io n s  to  s te e r  a  p a th  b e tw e e n  th e  le g it im a te  n e e d s  o f  th e  n e w s  m e d ia  a n d  

th e  e f fe c ts  o n  th e  fa m il ie s ,  th e i r  f r ie n d s  a n d  n e ig h b o u rs .

W e  a re  k e e n  to  e m p h a s is e  th e  d i f fe r e n c e  b e tw e e n  p e o p le  w h o  a re  th e  le g it im a te  fo c u s  o f  n e w s  

re p o r t in g  a n d  th o s e  w h o s e  e v e ry  d a y  a c t iv i t ie s  a re  s u b je c te d  to  in t ru s iv e  o r  s a la c io u s  

v o y e u r is m . D e f in in g  w h e re  th e  lin e  b e tw e e n  th e  tw o  lie s  n e e d s  to  b e c o m e  th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  o f  

p ro fe s s io n a ls  r a th e r  th a n  b e in g  le f t  s o le ly  to  th e  m a r k e t  p la c e .

N o b o d y  is  lo o k in g  f o r  th e  e l im in a t io n  o f  th e  m a r k e t  f o r  c e le b r i t y  m a g a z in e s  a n d  w e b s ite s .  A  

s ig n if ic a n t  p e r c e n ta g e  o f  th e  s to r ie s  t h a t  a p p e a r  in th o s e  m a g a z in e s  h a v e  b e e n  p la n n e d , 

le a k e d  o r  s ta g e d  b y  th e  m a n a g e m e n ts  o f  th o s e  c e le b r i t ie s  in v o lv e d .  T h e  c e le b r i t ie s  th e m s e lv e s  

h a v e  a  ro le  to  p la y  in th e  c o r r e c t io n  o f  th e  m a rk e t  a s  w e ll.  T h e ir  fa m e  a n d  in c o m e  is 

s ig n if ic a n t ly  b a s e d  o n  th e  p u b l ic ’s  a p p e t i te  to  k n o w  m o re  a b o u t  th e m  a n d  th e i r  l iv e s . It  is 

u n re a l is t ic  f o r  th e m  to  s e e k  to  c o m p le te ly  re m o v e  th e m s e lv e s  f r o m  th e i r  fa n s ,  a d m ire r s  a n d  

e v e n  th e i r  d e t r a c to r s  u n t i l  s u c h  t im e s  th a t  th e y  c h o o s e  to  m a k e  a n  a p p e a ra n c e .

W h i ls t  s o m e  o f  th e  p u b l ic  a re  a w a re  o f  t h e  c o m p le x  a n d  o f te n  s y m b io t ic  r e la t io n s h ip  b e tw e e n  

c e le b r i t y  a n d  m e d ia ,  w e  a re  f i r m ly  o f  t h e  o p in io n  th a t  o n ly  a  s m a ll p e r c e n ta g e  o f  th e m  

g e n u in e ly  u n d e rs ta n d  w h a t  th e  t r u e  s i tu a t io n  is.

S e v e ra l o f  th e  w itn e s s e s  to  T h e  In q u ir y  w h o  h a v e  c o m p la in e d  a b o u t  th e  in t ru s io n  o f  

p h o to g r a p h e r s  in to  th e i r  p r iv a te  l iv e s  o m it te d  to  m e n t io n  th a t  th e y  h a v e  re g u la r ly  s o u g h t  th e  

a t te n t io n  o f  th e  m e d ia  t o  c o v e r  e q u a lly  p r iv a te  m a t te r s  w h e n  it s u i te d  th e m . W h i ls t  th is  d o e s
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n o t  e x c u s e  s o m e  o f  th e  a c t io n s  o f  s o m e  o f  th e  m e d ia  w e  b e l ie v e  th a t  th e  p u b l ic ’s  p e r c e p t io n  is 

u n fa ir ly  s k e w e d  a n d  a s  th e  v e ry  p u b l ic  fa c e  o f  th e  m e d ia ,  p h o to g r a p h e r s  a re  o f te n  u n fa ir ly  

c r i t ic is e d .  T h e  In q u ir y  w a s  s e t  u p  a s  a  re a c t io n  to  th e  p h o n e -h a c k in g  a c t iv i t ie s  o f  s o m e  

n e w s p a p e r s  a n d  it is  i r o n ic  th a t  n o  p h o to g r a p h e r s  h a v e  b e e n  im p lic a te d  in  th is .

W e  s h o u ld  a ls o  lo o k  a t  th e  w a y  th a t  p u b l ic  re la t io n s  a n d  m a r k e t in g  c o m p a n ie s  w h o  o rg a n is e  

p re s s  e v e n ts  a n d  p h o to c a l ls  w o r k  to  m a k e  s u re  th a t  th e y  a d o p t  a n d  a d h e re  t o  p ra c t ic e s  th a t  

d o n ’t  p e n a lis e  re s p o n s ib le  p h o to g r a p h e rs ,  r e p o r te r s  a n d  v id e o  c re w s .
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CO N CLU SIO N S

The British Press Photographers’ Association is very keen to be a partner to The Inquiry when 

solutions are discussed and when recommendations are made. We believe that it is in the 

long-term interests of our profession to contribute to the discussion and to help to shape the 

future of the industry. The association has an excellent track record in negotiating, agreeing 

and publicising codes of conduct. The BPPA and other photographer groups got together with 

the Metropolitan Police and then with the Association of Chief Police Officers (ACPO) to agree 

the guidelines by which we work alongside each other. These guidelines have been in place for 

several years and have been very successful.

We would recommend the four-pronged strategy outline previously because we believe that 

adopting it would provide the following outcomes:

• To provide assurances to the general public that professional journalists exist and that 

our work is ethical, legal and trustworthy

• To create clear and unambiguous rules for the conduct of media workers

• To establish systems within all publications, whether they are print, on-line or 

broadcast to check where and how material was sourced

• To use the market place and existing legislation to control the so-called ‘stalkerazzi’

Anyone with the money can buy a camera and call themselves photographers and, as things 

stand, all of us have to contend with the actions of the relatively small number of unethical 

operators out there on a daily basis. Several times in this submission we have referred to press 

photographers as the very visible face of the media and all of our colleagues can relate stories 

of being shouted at, abused and even assaulted because of a general perception that all news 

photographers stalk celebrities for a living. This is just not true and The BPPA wishes to make 

that clear.

There are a large number of genuine and well-behaved entertainment and celebrity specialists 

who never cross the line, break the law or act outside any new rules that we might develop 

whose careers could be greatly assisted if we get this process right.

The introduction of a French style privacy law would be the archetypal ‘sledgehammer to crack 

a walnut’ combined with a textbook case of ‘throwing the baby out with the bathwater’. We 

support the clarification of existing laws and the establishment of a meaningful, clear, 

enforceable and unambiguous ethical framework as the correct path along which to proceed.
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CO N TA CT DETAILS

Should you require more information or wish to invite representatives of The BPPA to appear in 

person during any stage of The Inquiry, please contact us using the following details:

Written enquiries: 

Chairman:

Vice Chairman 

Board Member

info@thebppa.com 

Jeff Moore 

Eddie Mulholland 

Lewis Whyld
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