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Dear  Lord J u s t i c e  Leveso n ,

A l th o u g h  you have n o t  r e q u e s t e d  them I  hope you d o n ' t  mind me 
o f f e r i n g  some v iew s  t h a t  may be r e l e v a n t  t o  y o u r  i n q u i r y ,  a s  Jeremy 
H u n t ' s  im m e d ia te  p r e d e c e s s o r  a s  C u l t u r e  S e c r e t a r y  and a s  a 
j o u r n a l i s t  b e f o r e  I  e n t e r e d  p o l i t i c s .

I  a l s o  s a t  on t h e  r e c e n t  Lords/Commons j o i n t  c o m m i t t e e  t h a t  lo o k ed  
a t  t h e  p r e s s ,  p r i v a c y  and " s u p e r "  i n j u n c t i o n s .

I  w i l l  be b r i e f  and b road  b r u s h .  You have  h e a rd  i n  d e t a i l  on most  o f  
t h e  i s s u e s  I  w ish  t o  h i g h l i g h t  and f rom p e o p l e  who know a l o t  more 
a b o u t  t h e  s u b j e c t  t h a n  I .

F i r s t l y  and most  I m p o r t a n t l y ,  f o r  s e l f  r e g u l a t i o n  t o  work i t  must  
have some s o r t  o f  s t a t u t o r y  u n d e r p i n n i n g  o r  b a c k - u p .  O t h e r w i s e  we 
w i l l  be l e f t  " i n  t h e  l a s t  ch a n c e  s a l o o n "  a g a i n .
W i thou t  t h a t  u n d e r p i n n i n g  o r  b a c k - u p  t h e r e  w i l l  be n o t h i n g  t o  s t o p  
a n o t h e r  Desmond w a l k i n g  away and no m e a n i n g f u l  powers  f o r  t h e  new 
r e g u l a t o r  t o  i n s i s t  i t s  r u l i n g s  and s a n c t i o n s  a r e  o b e y e d .
In  t h i s  c o n t e x t  t h e  p r o p o s a l s  o f  Lord Hunt - however  w e l l  meaning 
(and I  have d o u b t s  a b o u t  t h a t  g i v e n  t h e  l o n g  h i s t o r y  h e r e )  - a r e  
I n a d e q u a t e .  They a p p e a r  t o  be t h e  l a s t  a t t e m p t  by e l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  
I n d u s t r y  t o  f e n d  o f f  m e a n i n g f u l  r e g u l a t i o n  and would e s s e n t i a l l y  be 
t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e  d i s c r e d i t e d  P r e s s  C o m p l a i n t s  Commission by 
a n o t h e r  name.

Of a l l  t h e  s u b m i s s i o n s  y o u ' v e  r e c e i v e d ,  I  f i n d  t h a t  o f  t h e  Media 
S t a n d a r d s  T r u s t  t h e  most  p e r s u a s i v e .  I t  i s  s e n s i b l e  and b a l a n c e d ,  
r e c o g n i s i n g  t h e  need f o r  a s t a t u t o r y  " b a c k s t o p "  w h i l e  e m p h a s i s i n g  
t h e  I m p o r t a n c e  o f  p r e s s  f r e e d o m  and a s t r o n g  " p u b l i c  I n t e r e s t "  
d e f e n c e .  I n c i d e n t a l l y  I  s e e  no r e a s o n  why t h i s  " b a c k s t o p "  co u ld  no t  
be p r o v i d e d  by Ofcom. I  know t h e y  say  t h e y ' r e  r e l u c t a n t  t o  t a k e  t h i s  
on (which t h e y  have  t o  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  r e a s o n s )  b u t  t h e y  have  an 
e x c e l l e n t  r e c o r d  on b r o a d c a s t i n g  r e g u l a t i o n  and I t  would make s e n s e  
t o  t r y  t o  a v o i d  a " p a t c h w o r k "  o f  r e g u l a t o r y  r e g i m e s ,  g i v e n  t h e  
c o m p l e x i t y  and c h a l l e n g e s  o f  r e g u l a t i o n  In  a d i g i t a l  w o r l d .

The Media S t a n d a r d s  T r u s t ' s  c r e d i b i l i t y  I s  enhanced  by I t s  p a s t  
r e p o r t s  - which now r e a d  p r o p h e t i c a l l y  - i n c l u d i n g  I t s  2009  r e v i e w  
o f  p r e s s  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y ,  which l e d  t h e  way In  c a l l i n g  f o r  PCC 
r e f o r m .

I  wor ry  t h a t  a f t e r  l a s t  y e a r ' s  p u b l i c  and p o l i t i c a l  o u t r a g e  
f o l l o w i n g  t h e  M l l l y  Dowler  r e v e l a t i o n s ,  which h e l p e d  l e a d  t o  t h e  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  y o u r  i n q u i r y ,  t h e r e  a r e  a l r e a d y  w a r n i n g  s i g n s  o f  a 
r e t u r n  t o  b u s i n e s s  a s  u s u a l .

Having c a l l e d  l a s t  J u l y  f o r  "a new s y s t e m  e n t i r e l y "  Mr Cameron 
seemed t o  be b a c k i n g  away from r a d i c a l  change  I n  h i s  o r a l  e v i d e n c e  
t o  you .

Then t h e r e  were  t h e  comments o f  M i c h a e l  Gove.
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On t h e  Lords/Commons P r i v a c y  and S u p e r - i n j u n c t i o n  Commit tee  v o t e s  
had t o  be t a k e n  on many o f  o u r  r eco m m en d a t io n s  and on t h e  f i n a l  
r e p o r t  a s  a whole  - which  i s  v e r y  u n u s u a l .  The d i v i s i o n s  were 
b r o a d l y ,  t h o u g h  n o t  w h o l l y ,  a l o n g  P a r t y  l i n e s .  The d i v i s i o n  on t h e  
DCMS S e l e c t  C o m m i t t e e ' s  r e c e n t  r e p o r t  was even  more s t a r k .

The p o i n t  I ' m  making h e r e  i s  t o  e n c o u r a g e  you t o  make c l e a r  
r e com m enda t ions  based  on t h e  e v i d e n c e  you have h e a r d ,  w i t h o u t  f e a r  
o r  f a v o u r  and w i t h o u t  any eye  t o  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  p o l i t i c a l  f a l l - o u t .  
Any a m b i g u i t y  o r  " l a s t  c h a n c e s "  - even  i f  s t r i c t l y  t i m e - l i m i t e d  - 
w i l l  r i s k  r e s u l t i n g  i n  more b a c k - s l i d i n g  w i t h  p o l i t i c i a n s  e a g e r  t o  
c u r r y  f a v o u r  w i t h  p o w e r f u l  media  I n t e r e s t s .

I  f o l l o w e d  Deremy H u n t ' s  e v i d e n c e  and t h e  i s s u e  o f  t h e  BSkyB b id  
w i t h  g r e a t  I n t e r e s t .

P e r s o n a l l y ,  I  have  n e v e r  d o u b te d  t h a t  t h e  Government  changed i t s  
p o l i c y  on t h e  b id  t o  be more f a v o u r a b l e  t o  News C orp .  T h i s  was 
o b v i o u s  a t  t h e  t i m e  t o  t h o s e  who had f o l l o w e d  t h e  p o l i c y  c l o s e l y .  I  
was s c e p t i c a l  o f  Mr C a m e ro n ' s  a s s e r t i o n  t o  you t h a t  "nobody knew 
a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  a b i d "  a t  t h e  t i m e  he was h a v i n g  so many c o n t a c t s  
w i t h  News Corp r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  b e f o r e  and f o l l o w i n g  t h e  l a s t  g e n e r a l  
e l e c t i o n .  M u rd o c h ' s  d e s i r e  t o  t a k e  f u l l  c o n t r o l  o f  BSkyB was w e l l  
known a b o u t  b e f o r e  t h e  e l e c t i o n  and one  o f  t h e  most  commented upon 
media  s t o r i e s .  We had e x p e c t e d  a b id  I n  Government  u n t i l  I t  became 
c l e a r  ( a g a i n  w i d e l y  r e p o r t e d  a t  t h e  t i m e )  t h a t  News Corp were 
h o l d i n g  o f f  making a f o r m a l  b id  I n  t h e  hope t h e y ' d  g e t  a more 
f a v o u r a b l e  r e c e p t i o n  from a C o n s e r v a t i v e  Gove rnment .

The e v i d e n c e  p r o v i d e d  t o  y o u r  i n q u i r y  c o n f i r m s  what  I  s a i d  a t  t h e  
t i m e  - t h a t  Deremy Hunt b e n t  o v e r  backw ards  t o  h e l p  News Corp a v o id  
a f u l l  r e f e r r a l  t o  t h e  C o m p e t i t i o n  Commission - In  c o n t r a v e n t i o n  o f  
Ofc om 's  o r i g i n a l  a d v i c e .  F a r  f rom a c t i n g  i m p a r t i a l l y  a s  h i s  " q u a s i  
j u d i c i a l "  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  r e q u i r e d  - h i s  o f f i c e  p r o v i d e d  a back -  
c h a n n e l  f o r  News Corp and In  e f f e c t  n e g o t i a t e d  on t h e i r  b e h a l f  w i t h  
Ofcom t o  s e e k  t o  a v o id  t h e  f u l l  r e f e r r a l  which Dames Murdoch had 
made so c l e a r  he would n o t  t o l e r a t e .

I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  t h e  h a n d l i n g  o f  t h e  BSkyB b id  I s  by no means t h e  o n l y  
media  p o l i c y  t h a t  changed  a f t e r  t h e  c hange  o f  Government  In  ways 
t h a t  were  In  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  e x p r e s s e d  v ie w s  o f  News Corp and News 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l .

Two exam ples  o f  t h i s  ( t h e r e  may be more t h a t  I  h a v e n ' t  s p o t t e d )  were 
t h e  s h e l v i n g  o f  i m p l e m e n t i n g  t h e  reco m m en d a t io n s  o f  t h e  David D av ie s  
r e v i e w  o f  l i s t e d  e v e n t s ,  which I n c l u d e d  making T e s t  C r i c k e t  
a v a i l a b l e  on f r e e  t o  a i r  TV - s o m e t h i n g  Dames Murdoch h a t e d .  The 
se cond  I s  t h e  s c r a p p i n g  by t h e  Government  o f  t h e  r e g i o n a l  news 
c o n s o r t i a  Labour  was s e t  up t o  s e c u r e  q u a l i t y  news on ITV In  t h e  
n a t i o n s  and r e g i o n s .  A g a in ,  t h e y  had been  s t r o n g l y  and p u b l i c l y  
c r i t i c i s e d  by Mr Murdoch as  an u n w a r r a n t e d  I n t e r f e r e n c e  I n  t h e  
b r o a d c a s t i n g  m a r k e t .
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I  would be happy t o  p r o v i d e  f u l l e r  e x p l a n a t i o n s  t o  y o u r  i n q u i r y  f o r  
any o f  t h e s e  comments i f  y o u ' d  f i n d  t h a t  h e l p f u l .

P l e a s e  f i n d  a t t a c h e d  my s t a t e m e n t  o f  t r u t h .

Yours  s i n c e r e l y .

The Rt Hon Ben Bradshaw MP. S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  f o r  C u l t u r e ,  Media 
and S p o r t  2009  - 2 0 1 0 .
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