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BY E-MAIL
ITie Leveson Inquiry 
Royal Courts o f  Justice 
Strand
London W C 2 A :
Great Britain

A m sterdam , 18 N ovem ber 2011

Re: submission to the Inquiry from  the N etherlands Press Council

Dear M adam , dear Sir,

W ith reference to the invitation for subm issions, as m entioned on the w ebsite o f  your Inquiry, 
I herewitli w ould like to in fonn  you as follows.

The N etherlands Press C ouncil is o f  the opinion that the right to freedom  o f  expression and 
inform ation is one o f  the fundam ental hum an rights and a cornerstone o f  dem ocracy. In order 
to exercise this right, the public needs reliable inform ation w hich enables it to form an 
opinion on m atters o f  com m on interest.
In this respect the m edia play the role o f  ‘public w atchdog’. This m eans that media 
professionals m ust be free to scrutinise the w ords and actions o f  public authorities. 
Considering this role o f  the m edia it seem s best tha t they are regulated by the state as less as 
possible. A fter all, state-regulation m ay lead to a restriction o f  the freedom  o f the m edia to 
analyse actions o f  the governm ent and thus to censorship.
Therefore, self-regulation seem s to be the best alternative. In  several W estem  and Eastern 
European countries the m edia accept their responsibility  and support the self-regulation 
system in their country, to prevent that the governm ent interferes severely. This sell interest 
o f  the m edia is an im portant factor w hen it com es to the w orking o f  a self-regulation institute.

In The N etherlands a self-regulation system  exits for over 50 years. The value o f  well 
functioning press councils in  general, and the N etlierlands Press Council specifically, 
increases alm ost every day. As a body that can be easily approached by private persons and 
organisations alike w ith com plaints about journalistic conduct, the council is pre-em inently 
suited to deliver self-regulation in the media. For each case, it can investigate whether 
reporters have abided by professional ethics. In addition, the council is also the institute 
responsible for shaping opinions and developing journalistic  norm s, since its rulings establish 
general principles (for exam ple, about granting the right o f  reply). The am algam ation o f  all 
rulings ever m ade creates a good picture o f  the D utch journalistic  ethics.
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The Board o f  the N etherlands Press Council Foundation -  w hich facilitates the press council -  
has been focusing for som e tim e on im proving the counciFs standing. M any steps w ere taken 
over the last few  years to im prove the council’s position.

D uring m eetings o f  the AlliEince o f  Independent Press Councils o f  Europe (A lPC Ii), attended 
by the council's secretary, it em erged that a fair few differences exist betw een the various 
press councils in  W estern European countries, both in term s o f  their organisation and w orking 
methods. Therefore the council was o f  the opinion that the experiences o f  Press councils in 
our neighbouring countries -  like the British Press Com plaints Com m ission -  could be 
extrem ely helpful to answ ering the question about in w hich m anner the position  o f  the council 
could be strengthened further.

W'ith an allow ance o f  the S tim uleringsfonds voor de Pers (prom otion fund for the m edia) the 
N etherlands Press C ouncil has done a com parative research, from  Septem ber 2007 until 

inclusive, am ong several other European countries including G reat Britain.

On the basis o f  the results the N etherlands Press Council has taken  certain steps to im prove its 
organisation. The council has attracted five ‘public m em bers’ through an open selection 
procedure. Further, as from  M arch 1st 2010, new' regulations for the council’s activities have 
becom e effective, in  w hich is provided for m ore m ediation activities, a sim plified procedure 
for processing com plaints (by the chairm an and secretary together) and the possibility o f  
review ing decisions o f  the council. M oreover the staff o f  the council has increased w ith a paid 
chairm an and an assi-stant secretary. To im plem ent the im provem ents, the council needed 
m ore funding and therefore it has applied for additional financial support by the government. 
This support is granted for a tem porary period o f  three years.

For your inform ation I have attached m ore detailed inform ation about the w ork o f  the 
N etherlands Press Council. Please do not hesitate to contact m e if  you have any questions or 
i f  some further explanation is desired.

Yours sincerely,

Daphn®''Kfe®ih’ 
Secretaiv General

A ttachments:
•  M edia self-regulation in The N etherlands
• G uidelines from  the N etherlands Press Council
• Brochure N etherlands Press Council
• Annual R eport 2010/2011 -  H ighlights
• R eport A IPC E m eeting 2010 (held in A m sterdam )
•  R eport Press Councils in  W estern Europe
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Signed

Oaphoe KxSene,
Secretary Genera! 
NethgrlaBds Pf#ss Councri

Date 2 i Jima, 1:012
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