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IN THE ilATTER OF THE LEVESON iMQUiRY

WITNESS STATEI^ENT OF 
ANDREW MARR

1, ANDREW ^ARR. of BBC Television Gentre. Wood Lane, London, W12 7RJ, WILL SAY:-

A. insofar as tha matters set out in this statement derive from my own knowledge, they 
are true. Where matters are not within my personal knowledge, they are true to the 
best of my information and belief and derive from the sources stated.

B . in order to assist the Leveson I nquiry t have set out the questions asked of me in the
letter dated 5 April 2012 and provided my answers beneath them.

C. As the questions asked of me by the Leveson Inquiry require me to give my personal 
opinion on a number of matters, I wish to make clear that the views expressed in this 
statement are entirely my own and not those of the BBC.

1. W ho you  are  and a brie f aum m ary o f your career history

I am a 52-year-old journalist, currentiy working for the BBC, and have spent the bulk 
of the past 25 years reporting or oommentating on politics. I have been a political 
correspondent or editor at Westminster for The Scotsm an. The Independent. The  

E c o n o n m t  a politicai commentator for The O bsen/er and The E xp re ss , political 
editor of the BBC (from 2000-2005) and host the Sunday morning A ndrew  Marr Sh o w  

which generally features prominent politicians being interviewed on current topics,

iVlost of my contact with politicians has therefore been of a straightforward reporting 
nature, rather than from a proprietorial or commercial angle, I was however, briefly, 
editor of Th e  Independent during 1996-8, when the paper felt badly threatened by 
price-cutting by Mr Murdoch's Tim es and 1 spoke to ministers during the Major 
government -  I can no longer remember which ones -  complaining about predatory 
pricing. We had no satisfaction and after Tony Blair’s incoming New Labour team
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visited Mr Murdoeh in Austraila, we expected none from that side either. I have not 

lobbied ministers about BBC matters, either the licence fee  or any other.

2. P lease describe, from  your perspective , bow  the dynam ic o f the re la tionsh ip  

betw een po litic ians and the m edia has deveioped over recent years, w h a t e ffec t  

you c o n s id er th a t to  have had on public  life, and bow  fa r that has been  

benefic ia l o r detrim enta! to  the public  in terest. The Inqu iry  is particu la r  

in terested  In the fo llow ing  them es -  som e o f w h ich  are developed In fu rth e r  

CjoestEons below  -  bu t you m ay Identify  others:

Addressing the general question about the effects of rnedia-polittca! relationships on 

public life, I should first say that as a weekly interviewer, I do not any longer have the 

first-hand knowledge of current play. I see politicians over breakfast after the Sunday 

show, but very rarely socially, or at Westminster, W hereas a reporter needs to be 

close to daily politics to pick up stories, hints and analysis, interviewers are better off 

with a more distant relationship. Their job, as ! see it, is to ask questions informed 

members of the public rnight want to put, rather than to have an Inside track’.

That said, i spent a tong time as a political reporter, and have the following 

reflections.

2a The cond itions necessary  fo r a  free  press in a dem ocracy to  fulfil its ro te in 

hold ing  po litic ians and the pow erfu l to  acco u n t -  and the  appropriate  legal 

and e th ica l du ties  and public scru tiny  o f the press itse lf w hen do in g  so. 

The Inqu iry  w o u ld  like the  best exam ples  -  large or sm all -  o f th e  press  

fu lfilling  this ro le  In the  public In te re s t

Non-journalists often fall to appreciate the intense competition for stories. Reporters 

rise or sink, prosper or are shown the door, based on their abilfty to deliver fresh 

information others cannot. Journalists are interested in the general good or public 

interest; but many of us are human and tend to be at least as interested in our own 

careers. The public good is also serv'ed if an ambitious |ournalist exploits personal 

contacts to obtain a signtficant story which would otherwise have stayed secret.

Not all story-breaking depends on personai contacts with MPs or officials, Many  

stories are printed in the appendices of official reports, or are revealed an hour and a 

half into a slow-seeming, stuffy select committee hearing. Shortage of cash has cut
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the number of reporters employed to sit for long hours listening carefully, or to read 

thick reports closely. The availability of more material online helps support the 

public's right to know; but it still needs someone who understands the subjects to 

trudge through the verbiage and tables.

Most stories, of course, em erge from entirely open sources -  the floor of either 

House, press conferences, broadcast interviews and select committee hearings. 

These, i imagine, are uncontroversiai so far as your inguiry is concerned.

Most ambitious reporters, however, will try to cultivate political sources, For most of 

my time reporting, I was desperate to know what had been decided in cabinet, in 

ministenal offices, and in cabinet committees, since the big decisions would flow from 

there; and in private meetings of policy groups of opposition parties, it could be 

argued that none of this was particularly In the public interest, since all decisions 

would become public eventually, and leaks might inhibit mutual trust in the cabinet 

and elsewhere. Yet getting stories from cabinet can make clear arguments going on 

inside government, since one minister leaks against another. Overall, this is good for 

the public because if we know the options cast aside - the alternatives dismissed - 

alongside the final, carefully-presented decision, w e are better placed to judge it.

Let me give two examples. During the Thatcher governments, one of my best 

sources was the late Alan Clark MP, who would slip me confidential documents from 

time to time, and pass on gossip. Beyond buying him lunch ~ and at that tim e I 

probably lunched an MP three times a week or more -  all I provided in return was 

gossip about other Tory Ministers, I never wrote articles predicting his promotion or 

declaring his genius; nor did he seem to expect me to. At one lunch In about 1987 he 

gleefully described how. as trade minister, he was circumventing an official ban on 

arms exports to fraq -  he being broadly in favour of Saddam Hussein in his fight with 

Iran. Had I reported the contents of the lunch it would have been an early exposure of 

what became known as the “arms for Iraq scandar and certainly a public service. 

However, it was a long day, and I confess I missed that story till later.

More suceessful was a re p o rt! did for the BBC about the deal being struck between  

Tony Blair and Gordon Brown over the conditions under which Britain might 

eventually enter the Euro, This was a significant story at the time. By pretending to 

Number Ten that 1 was being quietly briefed by the Chancellor's office, while ietting 

Mr Brown’s team think I was being briefed by Mr Blair’s, 1 was able to persuade both
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s i d e s  I k n e w  m u c h  m o r e  t h a n  ! d id  a n d  g e t  e n o u g h  “c o r r e c t i v e ” b r ie f in g  o v e r  t h e  

c o u r s e  o f  a  d a y  to  p u t  t h e  w h o l e  s t o r y  t o g e t h e r .  T h i s  d e p e n d e d  o n  a  c e r t a in  a m o u n t  

o f  b lu f f ,  t h o u g h  n o  l ie s ,  a n d  s e e m s  t o  m e  e n t i r e l y  in  t h e  p u b l ic  i n t e r e s t  in  t h a t  it 

r e v e a l e d  t h e  b o n e s  o f  a n  im p o r t a n t  a g r e e m e n t  w h ic h  w o u l d  o t h e r w i s e  h a v e  r e m a i n e d  

s e c r e t  u n t i l  it  w a s  r e v e a l e d  in  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t 's  w o r d s  a n d  a t  i ts  t i m e t a b l e .

2 b  T h e  n a t u r e  o f  p r o f e s s lo n a f  a n d  p e r s o n a !  r e la t io n s h ip s  b e t w e e n  In d iv id u a l  

s e n i o r  p o l i t ic ia n s  o n  t h e  o n e  h a n d ,  a n d  t h e  p r o p r ie t o r s ,  s e n io r  e x e c u t iv e s  

a n d  s e n io r  © d ito r ia l  s t a f f  o f  n a t io n a l  n e w s p a p e r s  o n  t h e  o t h e r ;  in c lu d in g  

m a t t e r s  s u c h  a s

( I )  F r e q u e n c y  a n d  c o n t e x t  o f  c o n t a c t s ;

( i i )  H o s p i t a l i t y  g iv e n  a n d  r e c e iv e d ,  a n d  a n y  s o c ia l  d im e n s io n  t o  th e  

r e la t io n s h ip ;

{ i i i )  T h e  p e r c e iv e d  b a la n c e  o f  a d v a n t a g e s ,  in c lu d in g  t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  

p o l i t ic ia n s  a n d  j o u r n a l is t s  t o  p r o m o t e  o r  d a m a g e  e a c h  o t h e r ’s  

f o r t u n e s  a n d  r e p u t a t io n  a t  a  p e r s o n a !  le v e l;

G e t t i n g  s t o r ie s ,  a n d  g e t t in g  p o l i t i c ia n s  o r  o f f ic ia ls  t o  a n s w e r  t h e i r  p h o n e s  t o  y o u ,  

r e q u i r e s  t h e  j o u r n a l i s t  t o  f o s t e r  a  p e r s o n a l  r e la t io n s h ip .  O n e  m a y  d e v e l o p  a  g o o d  

r e l a t i o f i s h i p  s im p l y  b y  b e in g  a n  a d m i r e d  r e p o r t e r ,  o r  t h r o u g h  f e l l o w  i d e o lo g ic a l  b e l i e f ,  

b u t  t h is  s e e m s  r a r e .  T h e  r e la t io n s h ip  t r a d i t io n a l l y  d e v e l o p e d  t h r o u g h  p r i v a t e  l u n c h e s ,  

d r in k s  a n d  o c c a s i o n a l l y  w e e k e n d  v is i ts .  A s  I u n d e r s t a n d  it, d u r in g  t h e  1 9 5 0 s ,  1 9 6 0 s  

a n d  1 9 7 0 s  l e a d in g  G o m m e n t a t o r s  w o u l d  o f t e n  s p e n d  le i s u r e  t i m e  w i t h  c a b i n e t  

m in is t e r s .

I t  w a s  l e s s  s o  b y  t h e  1 9 8 0 s ,  b u t  s t i l l  h a p p e n e d .  I v is i t e d  p o l i t i c ia n s '  h o m e s  o n  o n ly  

p e r h a p s  e i g h t  o r  n i n e  o c c a s i o n s  d u r in g  t h e  1 9 9 0 s  -  f o r  a  lu n c h  o r  a  d i n n e r  ~  a n d  a m  

n o t  a  p e r s o n a l  f r ie n d  o f  a n y  o f  t h e m  n o w .  T h e  p r o b l e m  is  t h a t  f r i e n d s h ip  e i t h e r  

c o r r u p t s  t h e  J o u r n a l is t ,  s o  h e  o r  s h e  is  in  d a n g e r  o f  b e c o m i n g  a  P R  o f f i c e r  f o r  t h e  

p o l i t ic ia n ;  o r  e l s e  r e q u i r e d  t h e  jo u r n a l i s t  to  e v e n t u a l l y  ‘b e t r a y ’ t h e  p o l i t i c i a n  b y  

r e p o r t in g  s o m e t h in g  d i s o b i ig in g .  M a n y  a p p a r e n t  f r i e n d s h i p s  s o u r e d ,  a n d  r ig h t ly  s o .  

Y e t  t h e  p o t i t io a l  r e p o r t e r  w h o  h a s  n o  c o n t a c t s  f in d s  it im p o s s i b l e  t o  t e s t  t h e  t r u t h  o f  a  

r u m o u r e d  s t o r y ,  o r  w a t c h  a  d e v e l o p i n g  r o w  b l o w  u p  in s id e  W h i t e h a i f .  R e p o r t i n g  

l im i t e d  t o  o f f ic ia l  a n n o u n G e m e n t s  w o u ld  lo s e  m o s t  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a l  a r g u m e n t  a n d  

d e b a t e ,  w h i c h  is  e s s e n t i a l  t o  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  p o l i t ic a l  d e c i s i o n s  E v e n  n o w ,  t h e  p u b l i c  

g e t s  l i t t le  m o r e  t h a n  a  w h i f f  o f  w h a t  is  r e a l l y  h a p p e n i n g .

MOD300001297



For Distribution to CPs

IV Iu c h  le s s  o f  t h e  s o c ia l i z in g  g o e s  o n  t h a n  o n c e  d id .  F o !  r e q u e s t s  m e a n  t h a t  m o s t  

w e e k e n d  s t a y s ,  l u n c h e s  o r  h o s t e d  v is i t s  a b r o a d  a r e  l ik e ly  t o  b e c o m e  k n o w n ;  a s  a  

p o l i t ic a l  e d i t o r  i w a s  i n v i t e d  v e r y  r a r e l y  t o  C h e q u e r s  a n d  D o w n i n g  S t r e e t ,  a n d  t h is  w a s  

n o t  r e p o r t e d .  T o d a y ,  M r  C a m e r o n  is  e x p e c t e d  to  r e v e a l  g u e s t - t is t s .  T h o u g h  it m a k e s  

it  h a r d e r  f o r  p o l i t ic a l  r e p o r t e r s  t o  g e t  d e e p  in s ig h t s  I t h i n k  t h is  c h a n g e  is  t o  b e  

w e l c o m e d :  i f  t h e  p u b l ic  w a n t s  t o  k n o w  a b o u t  s u b t e r r a n e a n  b u s i n e s s  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  

p o l i t i c i a n s ,  o r  l o b b y  g r o u p s ,  t h e y  o u g h t  t o  k n o w  a b o u t  j o u r n a l i s t i c  m e e t i n g s  to o .

B u t  f r i e n d l y  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a r e  g o in g  t o  c o n t i n u e  b e t w e e n  r e p o r t e r s ,  w h o  c a n  i n f l u e n c e  

t h e  p u b l i c  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  s t o r ie s  o r  c o lu m n s :  a n d  p o t i t ic ia n s ,  w h o  h a v e  p r i v i l e g e d  

i n f o r m a t io n  a n d  w a n t  p u b l ic i t y ,  e v e n  in  a  t i m e  o f  a u s t e r i t y  a n d  F o l ,  I f  n o t  d i n n e r s ,  

t h e r e  w i l l  b e  s a n d w i c h e s ;  i f  n o t  S u n d a y  l u n c h e s ,  M o n d a y  s a n d w i c h e s .  M o s t  

e x p e r i e n c e d  p o l i t ic a l  r e p o r t e r s  h a v e  a  s h r e w d  i d e a  o f  w h o  t h e i r  c o l l e a g u e s  h a v e  a s  

p o l i t i c a l  c o n t a c t s ,  o f t e n  s im p ly  b y  r e a d i n g  t h e i r  s t o r ie s .

In  t h e  t ig h t  w o r ld  o f  W e s t m i n s t e r ,  w h e r e  u n s o d a t  h o u r s  a n d  s o c ia b i l i t y  c o l l id e ,  t h e s e  

c o n t a c t s  a r e  b o u n d  t o  h a p p e n .  P u r e  jo u r n a l i s t s  a r e  o f t e n  a l s o  f r e e  o f  t h e  t a i n t  o f  

c o m i n g  u p  w i t h  n e w s  s t o r ie s .  T h e  b e s t  w a y  f o r  a  j o u r n a l i s t  t o  s q u a r e  t h e  c i r c l e  o f  

c o n t a c t  a n d  c o r r u p t io n ,  is  t o  b e  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  p u b l is h  a n y  r e a l  s t o r y ,  e v e t i  if  t h is  l o s e s  

a  c o n t a c t .  M o s t  w i l l  d o  s o  b e c a u s e  s t o r ie s ,  a n d  c a r e e r ,  c o m e  f ir s t .  A n y w a y ,  t h e  b e s t  

r e p o r t e r s  w i l i  b e  c u l t iv a t in g  b a c k - u p s  a i l  t h e  t im e ,

( i v |  S e le c t iv i t y  a n d  d is c r s m m a t io n  ~  a s  b e t w e e n  t i t le s  o n  t h e  o n e  h a n d ,  

a n d  a s  b e t w e e n  p o l i t ic a l  p a r t ie s  o n  t h e  o t h e r ;

T h e r e  is  a l w a y s  a  h i e r a r c h y  o f  m e d i a  c o n t a c t s .  F o r  a  C o n s e r v a t i v e  m in is t e r ,  c o n t a c t s  

a t  T h e  D a i l y  T e l e g r a p h ,  D a i l y  M a i l ,  T h e  S p e c t a t o r  a n d  b l o g s  l ik e  C o n s e r v a t i v e h o m e  

a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  v a l u a b l e ,  a n d  l i k e ly  t o  b e  c lo s e r ;  L i b e r a l  D e m o c r a t s  w i i l  m o r e  l i k e ly  

t u r n  t o  p a p e r s  a r r d  b l o g s  r e a d  b y  t h e i r  a c t iv is t s ,  a n d  L a b o u r ,  d i t t o .  T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  

T h a t c h e r ,  M a j o r  a n d  B la i r  g o v e r n m e n t s ,  t h e  M u r d o c h  s t a b l e  w a s  a l w a y s  p e r c e i v e d  b y  

i ts  r i v a ls  t o  h a v e  a  p r iv i l e g e d  p o s i t io n .

T h i s  w a s  b e c a u s e  o f  i ts  s p r e a d  a n d  p o w e r  a s  a  p u b l is h in g  g r o u p ,  a n d  M r  M u r d o c h 's  

r e a d i n e s s  t o  u s e  p a p e r s  s u c h  a s  t h e  S u n  t o  i n t e r v e n e  a g g r e s s i v e l y .  B u t  it m a d e  c l o s e  

s o c ia l  r e l a t io n s h ip s ,  a t  M u r d o c h  p a r t i e s  o r  O x f o r d s h i r e  g e t - t o g e t h e r s ,  p e c y i i a r l y  

d i s h e a r t e n i n g  f o r  p r e s s  r iv a ls .
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2 c  t h e  e c o n o m ic  c o n t e x t  w i t h in  w h ic h  t h e  m e d ia  o p e r a t e ,  a n d  p o l i t ic ia n ’s  

a b i l i t y  t o  in f lu e n c e  t h a t ;

1 d o  n o t  b e i i e v e  t h a t  p o f i t ic ia n s '  a b i i i t y  t o  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  g e n e r a i  e c o n o m i c  e n v i r o n m e n t  

f o r  m e d i a  c o m p a n i e s  is  p a r t i c u l a r l y  r e le v a n t ;  t h o u g h  p r o p o s a l s  to  i m p o s e  V A T ,  o r  

s o m e  s p e c i a l  m e d i a  t a x ,  w o u ld  c h a n g e  t h a t  P a p e r s  w a n t  t h e i r  r e a d e r s  t o  b e  

p r o s p e r o u s ;  t h e y  a r e  l i k e ly  t o  c a m p a i g n  f o r  e c o n o m i c  p o l ic ie s  w h ic h  t h e y  t h i n k  w i l l  

h a v e  t h a t  e f f e c t .

2 d  m e d ia  in f lu e n c e  o n  p u b l ic  p o l ic y  in  g e n e f a t ,  i n d u d l n g  h o w  t h a t  in f lu e n c e  is  

e x e r c is e d ,  w i t h  w h a t  e f fe c t ,  h o w  f a r  t h e  p r o c e s s  is  t r a n s p a r e n t  a n d  h o w  f a r  

i t  Is  In  t h e  p u b l ic  in t e r e s t ;

2 e  m e d ia  i n f l y e n c e  o n  p u b t lc  p o i ic y  h a v in g  a  d i r e c t  b e a r in g  o n  t h e i r  o w n  

i n t e r e s t ,  a n d  t h e  e f f e c t iv e n e s s  o f  t h e  m e d ia  a s  lo b b y is t s ;

A l l  n e w s p a p e r s  c a m p a i g n  a n d  l o b b y  f o r  p a r t i c u l a r  c a u s e s ,  m o s t ly  o v e r t ly  b u t  

o c c a s t o n a iS y  b y  s la n t i n g  t h e  c h o i c e  o f  n e w s  s t o r ie s .  I s u s p e c t  a lm o s t  e v e r y  r e a d e r  

u n d e r s t a n d s  t h is  a n d  s p o t s  i t  a t  o n c e .  T h i s  h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n  a  p a r t  o f  n e w s p a p e r  

j o u r n a l i s m  a n d  a l w a y s  w il l  b e .  T h e  o n ly  r e c e n t  c a s e  o f  a  g e n e r a l  a n d  m o s t ly  c o v e r t  

m e d i a  lo b b y in g  a g a i n s t  a  p e r c e i v e d  t h r e a t ,  I c a n  t h in k  o f ,  c o n c e r n s  a  c e r t a i n  in q u i r y  

c u r r e n t l y  g o in g  o n  in  c e n t r a l  L o n d o n ,

2 f  t h e  e x t e n t  a n d  a c c u r a c y  o f  t h e  p e r G e p t fo n  t h a t  p o l i t ic a l  j o u r j i a l is m  h a s  

m o v e d  f r o m  r e p o r t in g  t o  s e e k in g  t o  rr ra k e  o r  in f lu e n c e  p o l l t ic a i  e v e n t s ,  

in c lu d in g  b y  s t e p p in g  in to  t h e  r o le  o f  p o i i t io a l  o p p o s i t io n  f r o m  t i m e  to  t im e ,

! a g r e e  t h a t  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a  m o v e  a w a y  f r o m  ‘s t r a i g h t ’ n e w s  r e p o r t in g  t o  m o r e  

c a m p a i g n i n g  o r  p o l i t i c a l l y - e d g e d  r e p o r t in g ,  in  m a n y  p a p e r s .  P a r t l y  t h is  r e f l e c t s  a  

c h a n g e  in  w h a t  t h e  p u b l ic  is  p r e p a r e d  t o  p a y  m o n e y  t o  r e a d ,  I b e g a n  a s  a  

p a r l i a m e n t a r y  c o r r e s p o n d e n t ,  c o n t r ib u t in g  t o  a  f u l l  b r o a d s h e e t  p a g e  o f  v e r b a t i m  

q u o t e s  f r o m  d e b a t e s ;  n o  p a p e r  c a f r i e s  s u c h  a  p a g e  n o w ,  a n d  t h e  u s u a !  r e s p o n s e  is  

t h a t  i t  is  a l l  a v a i l a b l e  o n l in e .  M o r e  g e n e r a l l y ,  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a  b lu r r in g  b e t w e e n  

r e p o r t i n g  a n d  c o m m e n t a r y ,  l e d  b y  p a p e r s  w h ic h  l i k e  t h e  D a i l y  M a i !  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  

m o s t  s u c c e s s f u l  c o m m e r c la f l y .  C o n t r o v e r s y  a n d  e m o t i o n  s e l l  p a p e r s ;  p a p e r s  o n  t h e  

c e n t r e - l e f t  l i k e  t h e  G u a r d i a n  a n d  I n d e p e n d e n t  t r y  t o  r o u s e  t h e i r  r e a d e r s  t o o .  O v e r a l l ,  1 

w o u l d  a r g u e  t h a t  t h e  p l a ln - v a n l l l a ,  s t r a i g h t - n e w s  m o d e l  w a s  a  h is t o r ic a f  a n o m a l y ,
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e m e r g i n g  o n ly  a f t e r  t h e  m o r e  s c a n d a l o u s  p a p e r s  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  g a v e  w a y  

to  im p e r i a l  h ig h  s e r i o u s n e s s .  W e  m a y  b e  r e v e r t in g  t o  t y p e .

2 g  p o l i t ic ia n s ’ p e r c e p t io n  o f  t h e  b e n e f i t s  a n d  r is k s  o f  t h e i r  f e la t io f is b ip s  w i t h  

t h e  p r e s s  a n d  h o w  t h e y  s e e k  t o  m a n a g e  t h e m ,  in e lu c im g  c o l le c t iv e ly  a t  

p a r t y  le v e l ,  t h r o u g h  N o  1 0  a n d  o t h e r  g o v e m m e n t  c o m m u n ic a t io n s  

o r g a n ls a t lo r t s ,  a n d  in  t h e  o p e r a t io n  o f  t h e  L o b b y  s y s t e m ;

A s  a n  o r ig in a l  c a m p a i g n e r  a g a i n s t  t h e  lo b b y  s y s t e m ,  I w a s  p l e a s e d  to  s e e  t h e  

e x t r e m e s  o f  i ts  s e c r e c y  a n d  s e l f - p o l i c in g  g o ;  b u t  p o l i t i c i a n s  t o d a y  t h in k  f a r  t o o  m u c h  

a b o u t  t h e  m e d i a ,  a n d  t o o  c o n s t a n t f y .  W e  a r e  u b iq u i t o u s  a n d  b e y o n d  m e r e  d e a d l i n e s  

n o w ,  a n d  h e a d l i n e s  c a n  b e  d e a d l y ,  a n d  m e d i a  s t o r m s  a p p e a r  f r o m  a  c l e a r  b l u e  s k y .  

B u t  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  e n e r g y  s p e n t  o n  p r e s e n t a t i o n  h a s  s u r e ly  b e c o m e  s e l f - d e f e a t i n g .  

P o l i t i c i a n s  w h o  t r y  t o  s o lv e  p r o b l e m s  a n d  w o r r y  l e s s  a b o u t  h o w  t h e y ' r e  s e e n  -  it 

w o u ld  b e  in v id io u s  t o  n a m e  n a m e s  -  t e n d  t o  d o  a t  l e a s t  a s  w e l l ,  o r  b e t t e r  in  t h e  e n d .

2 h  t h e  e x t e n t  a n d  l im it a t io n  o f  p o l i ts c la n s ’ w i l i in g n e s s  a n d  a b i l i t y  t o  c o n s t r a in  

t h e  m e d ia  t o  c o n d u c t ,  p r a c t ic e s  a n d  e t h ic s  w h ic h  a r e  in  t h e  p u b l ic  in t e r e s t ,  

w h e t h e r  b y  le g is la t io n ,  b y  r e g u la t o r y  m e a r is  o r  o t h e r w is e .

i t h i n k  it is  a b u n d a n t l y  d e a r  t h a t  p o l i t i c ia n s  a r e  t e r r i f i e d  o f  b e in g  s e e n  t o  i m p o s e  a n y  

n e w  c o n t r o l s  w h a t e v e r  o n  j o u r n a l i s m ,  it  m a y  b e  a  s l ig h t ly  p a t h e t i c  s p e c t a c l e  b u t  it is  

p r o b a b l y  a  g o o d  t h in g ,  c e r t a in ly  f o r  j o u r n a l i s m  ,

3. In  y o u r  v ie w ,  w h a t  a r e  t h e  s p e c i f ic  b e n e f i t s  to  t h e  p y b i lc  t o  b e  s e c u r e d  f r o m  a  

r e la t io n s h ip  b e t w e e n  s e n io r  p o ls t ic ia n s  a t  a  n a t io n a l  le v e l  a n d  t h e  m e d ia ?  W h a t  

a r e  t h e  r is k s  t o  t h e  p u b l ic  in t e r e s t  in h e r e n t  in  s u c h  a  r e ia t io n s h ip ?  In  y o u r  

v ie w ,  h o w  s h o u ld  t h e  f o r m e r  b e  m a x im is e d ,  a n d  t h e  f a t t e r  m in im is e d  a n d  

m a n a g e d ?  P le a s e  g iv e  e x a m p le s .

T h o u g h  I h a v e  a n s w e r e d  s o m e  o f  t h i s  a l r e a d y ,  ! w o u ld  s u m  t h e  s i t u a t io n  u p  l ik e  t h is .  

P o i t t lo ia n s  n e e d  j o u r n a l i s t s  t o  h e lp  a d v a n c e  t h e i r  i d e a s  a n d  c a r e e r s .  J o u r n a l i s t s  n e e d  

p o l i t i c i a n s  t o  h e lp  t h e m  g e t  s t o r ie s .  T h i s  c a n  l e a d  t o  p o l i t i c ia n s  s p in n in g  a n d  d i s t o r t i n g  

i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  t o  g u l l ib le  jo u r n a l i s t s  r e p o r t in g  it, w h ic h  is  n o t  in  t h e  p u b l ic  in t e r e s t .  

B u t  s e r i a l l y  u n r e l i a b l e  a n d  u n t r u s t w o r t h y  p o l i t i c a l  s o u r c e s  a r e  q u ic k ly  s p o t t e d  a n d  

j o u r n a l i s t s  w h o  r e p o r t  m e r e  ‘s p in ’ a r e  a ls o  f i n g e r e d ,  b y  t h e i r  e d i t o r s  a n d  c o l t e a g u e s ,
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S o  w h iS e  t h e  r e la t io n s h ip  is  a l w a y s  o p e n  t o  a b u s e ,  t h e  In q u i r y  s h o u ld  n o t  b e  t o o  

f a s t i d i o u s  o r  w o r r ie d ,  T o n y  B la i r  q u ic k ly  b e c a m e  f a m o u s  in  F l e e t  S t r e e t  f o r  in v i t in g  in  

o n e  g r o u p  o f  n e w s p a p e r  p e o p l e  a n d  t e l l in g  t h e m  h o w  s c e p t i c a l  h e  w a s  a b o u t  E u r o p e ;  

a n d  t h e n  in v i t in g  in  a n o t h e r  lo t  a n d  t e l l i n g  t h e m  h o w  k e e n  h e  w a s  o n  E u r o p e .  B u t  t h e  

d i f f e r e n t  g r o u p s  c o m p a r e d  n o t e s ,  a n d  h is  r e p u t a t io n  w a s  n o t  h u g e ly  e n h a n c e d .  N o r  

d o e s  p o f i t ic a i  b i a s  in  g e n e r a !  t r u m p  ‘ a  g o o d  s t o r y ’ w h ic h  w il l  s e l l  p a p e r s .  T h e  D a i l y  

T e l e g r a p h  m a y  h a v e  a i m e d  its  f i r s t  b l a s t s  in  t h e  M P s '  e x p e n s e s  s c a n d a l  s t o r y  a t  

L a b o u r  c a b i n e t  m in is t e r s ;  b u t  it t h e n  t o r e  i ts  w a y  t h r o u g h  t h e  C o n s e r v a t i v e  f r o n t  

b e n c h -  T h e  s y s t e m  Is  m o r e  a b i e  t o  s e l f - c o r r e c t  t h a n  it s e e m s .  T h e  p u b l ic ,  in  g e n e r a ! ,  

is  b e s t  s e r v e d  w h e n  a s  m u c h  f r e s h  i n f o r m a t io n  e m e r g e s  a s  p o s s i b ie  f r o m  t h e  

s h a d o w y  a n d  f a s t - m o v i n g  w o r ld  o f  p o l i t ic s .  R e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e t w e e n  p o l i t i c ia n s  a n d  

h a c k s  m o s t ly  h e l p  t h a t  h a p p e n .

4 . W o u ld  y o u  c f is t in g y is h  b e t w e e n  t h e  p o s i t io n  o f  a  s e n io r  p o l i t ic ia n  in  

g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  a  s e rs io r  p o l i t ic ia n  in  o p p o s i t io n  f o r  t h e s e  p u r p o s e s ?  I f  s o ,  

p le a s e  e x p la in  h o w ,  a n d  w h y .

N o ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  g o v e r n m e n t  p o l i t i c i a n s  k n o w  m o r e ,

5 ,  W h a t  t h e  s p e c i f ic  b e n e f i t s  a n d  r is k s  t o  t h e  p u b S ie  In t e r e s t  o f  in t e r a c t io n  

b e t w e e n  t h e  m e d ia  a n d  p o l i t ic ia n s  in  t h e  r u n  u p  t o  g e n e r a l  e le c t io n s  a n d  o t h e r  

n a t io r ia l  p o l ls ?  D o  y o u  h a v e  a n y  c o n c e r n s  a b o u t  t h e  n a t u r e  a n d  e f f e c t  o f  s u c h  

in t e r a c t io n ,  o r  t h e  le g a l ,  r e g u la t o r y  o r  t r a n s p a r e n c y  f r a m e w o r k  w i t h in  w h i c h  

t h e y  c u r r e n t ly  t a k e  p ie c e ,  a n d  d o  y o u  h a v e  a n y  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  o r  

s u g g e s t io n s  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  in  t h is  r e g a r d ?  In  y o u r  r e s p o n s e ,  p S e a s e  i n c lu d e  

y o u r  v ie w s  o n  h o w  y o u  t h in k  t h e  r e la t io n s h ip  b e t w e e n  t h e  m e d ia  a n d  

p o l i t ic ia n s  c h a n g e s  in  t h e  ru n  u p  to  e le c t io n s ,  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  w h ic h  a  t i t l e 's  

e n d o r s e m e n t  is  r e la t e d  t o  p a r t i c u la r  p o l ic ie s ,  a n d  w h e t h e r  t h e  p u b l ic  in t e r e s t  is  

w e l l - s e r v e d  a s  a  r e s u l t

D u r in g  s e n s i t i v e  p r e - p o l l in g  p e r io d s ,  t h e r e  is  n o  d o u b t  t h a t  a  p a p e r ’s  p o l i t i c a l  

a l l e g i a r t c e s  a r e  s h a r p e r  a n d  t h a t  p o l i t i c ia n s  t r y  h a r d e r  t o  g e t  a  h e a r in g  f r o m  t h e m ,  

R u p e r t  M u r d o c h 's  e v i d e n c e  t o  t h e  in q u i r y  c l e a r l y  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h a t .  A n d  o f  c o u r s e  

t h e  p o l i c i e s  f a v o u r e d  b y  a  p a p e r  a n d  its  p r o p r i e t o r  a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  im p o r t a n t .  B u t  a t  

t h e  s a m e  t im e ,  a n y  s e n t i e n t  r e a d e r  o b s e r v e s  th is ,  N o n e  o f  it is  e x a c t l y  a  s e c r e t  a n d  

t h e  e f f e c t s  a r e  o b v io u s  d a y  b y  d a y .

MOD300001301



For Distribution to CPs

W h a t  ie s s o n s  d o  y o u  t h in k  c a n  b e  te a r n e d  f r o m  t h e  r e c e n t  h is t o r y  o f  r e f a t io n s  

b e t w e e n  t h e  p o l i t ic ia n s  a n d  t h e  m e d ia ,  f r o m  t h e  p e r s p e c t iv e  o f  t h e  p u b l ic  

in t e r e s t ?  W h a t  c h a n g e s ,  v o lu n t a r y  o r  o t h e r w is e ,  w o u l d  y o u  s u g g e s t  f o r  t h e  

f u t u r e ,  in  r e la t io n  t o  th e  c o n d u c t  a n d  g o v e r n a n c e  o f  r e la t io n s h ip s  b e t w e e n  

p o l i t ic ia n s  a n d  t h e  m e d ia ,  in  o r d e r  t h a t  t h e  p u b l ic  in t e r e s t  s h o u ld  b e  b e s t  

s e r v e d ?

I t  h a s  a iv i fa y s  b e e n  a n  u n e a s y  r e la t io n s h ip ,  o u g h t  t o  b e  u n e a s y  a n d  p r o b a b ly  a l w a y s  

w il l  b e  u n e a s y .  F r i e n d s h i p s  c a n n o t  b e  b a n n e d ;  c o f f e e  s h o p s  c a n  h a r d ly  b e  c lo s e d ;  

a n d  b e t r a y a l  I s  p a r t  o f  t h e  W e s t f T i i n s t e r  w e a t h e r .  W h a t  w o u ld  b e  g r a v e l y  s e r i o u s  

w o u ld  b e  e v i d e n c e  o f  a  s e c r e t  p a c t  o r  p r i v a t e  b a r g a i n  in  w h ic h  o n e  p a r t i c u l a r  m e d i a  

g r o u p  s o u g h t  a n d  g o t  s p e c i f i c  c h a n g e s  to  la w s ,  o r  a  f a i r  w in d  f o r  its  c o m m e r c i a l  

a m b i t io n s ,  in  r e t u r n  f o r  s u p p o r t in g  a  p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r .  T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  m a n y  

a l l e g a t i o n s  a b o u t  t h i s  s o r t  o f  t h in g  b u t  u n t i l  n o w ,  n o  f i r m  e v i d e n c e .  I t  is  c l e a r l y  in  t h e  

p u b l ic  i n t e r e s t  f o r  m e e t i n g s  b e t w e e n  l e a d in g  p o l i t i c ia n s  a n d  e d i t o r s  a n d  p r o p r i e t o r s ,  

a n d  t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  t h o s e  m e e t i n g s ,  t o  b e  lo g g e d ,  m in u t e d  a n d  p u b l i s h e d .

W o u ld  y o u  d is t in g u is h  fo e tw e e n  t h e  p r e s s  a n d  o t h e r  m e d ia  f o r  t h e s e  p u r p o s e s ?  

I f  s o ,  p le a s e  e x p la in  h o w ,  a n d  w h y .

N o ,

In  t h e  l ig h t  o f  w h a t  h a s  n o w  t r a n s p i r e d  a b o u t  t h e  c u l t u r e ,  p r a c t ic e s  a n d  e t h ic s  

o f  t h e  p r e s s ,  a n d  t h e  c o n d u c t  o f  t h e  r e la t io n s h ip  b e t w e e n  t h e  p r e s s  a n d  t h e  

p u b l ic ,  t h e  p o l ic e ,  a n d  p o l i t ic ia n s ,  is  t h e r e  a n y t h in g  f u r t h e r  y o u  w o u ld  id e n t i f y  

b y  w a y  o f  t h e  r e f o r m s  t h a t  w o u ld  b e  t h e  m o s t  e f f e c t iv e  in  a d d r e s s in g  p u b l ic  

c o n c e r n s  a n d  r e s t o r in g  c o n f id e n c e ?

O t h e r  t h a n  t o  s a y  t h a t  I  h o p e  n o n - l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t i o n  c a n  r e s t o r e  p u b l ic  c o n f i d e n c e ,  1 

h a v e  n o  s u g g e s t i o n s .

In  y o u r  e x p e f ie n c e ,  w h a t  in f lu e n c e  d o  t h e  m e d ia  h a v e  o n  t h e  c o n t e n t  o r  t im in g  

o f  t h e  f o r m u la t io n  o f  a  p a r t y ’ s  o r  a  g o v e r n m e n t ’s  m e d ia  p o l ic ie s ?  T h e  In q u ir y  

is  p a r t ic u la r ly  in t e r e s t e d  in  t h is  c o r r t e x t  in  in f lu e n c e  o n  t h e  c o n t e n t  a n d  t im e  o f  

d e c is io n - m a k in g  o n  p o l ic ie s ,  l e g is la t io n  a n d  o p e r a t io n a l  q u e s t io n s  r e la t in g  t o  

m a t t e r s  s u c h  a s :

9 a  m e d ia  o w n e r s h ip  a n d  r e g u la t io n ;

9 b  t h e  e c o n o m ic  c o n t e x t  o f  m e d ia  o p e r a t io n s ,  in c lu d in g  t h e  B B C  l ic e n c e  fe e ;
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9 c  le g a l  r ig h t s  in  a r e a s  s u c h  a s  f r e e d o m  o f  e x p r e s s io n ,  p r iv a c y ,  d e f a m a t io n  

a n d  l ib e l ,  f r e e d o m  o f  in f o r m a t io n  a n d  d a t a  p r o t e c t io n ;

9 d  a n y  r e le v a n t  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  s u b s t a n t iv e  c r im in a l  la w ,  f o r  e x a m p le  r e la t in g  

t o  a n y  a s p e c t  o f  u n la w f u l ly  o b t a in in g  in f o r m a t io n  ( in c lu d in g  h a c k in g ,  

b la g g in g  a n d  b r ib e r y )  a n d  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  p u b i ic  in t e r e s t  d e f e n c e s ;

9 e  a n y  r e le v a n t  a s p e c t s  o f  le g a l  p r o c e d u r e ,  s u c h  a s  in ju n c t io n s ,  t h e  r e p o r t in g  

o f  p r o c e e d in g s ,  t h e  d is e lo s u r e  o f  J o u r n a l is ts ’ s o u r c e s  a n d  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  

o f  p u b l ic  f u n d in g  f o r  d e f a m a t io n  a n d  p r iv a c y  c a s e s ;

9 f  a n y  a s p e c t s  o f  p o is c ln g  p o l ic y  o r  o p e r a t io n s  r e la t in g  t o  t h e  r e la t io n s h ip  

b e t w e e n  t h e  p o l ic e  a n d  t h e  m e d ia .

P le a s e  p r o v id e  s o m e  e x a m p le s ,

ft is  n o  s e c r e t  t h a t  t h e  l a r g e s t  m e d i a  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  a b l e  t o  c a m p a i g n  r o b u s t l y  h a v e  a  

s t r o n g  i n f l u e n c e  o n  p o l ic y  p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  F e a r  o f  t h e  M u r d o c h  e m p i r e  w a s  e n d e m i c  

d u r i n g  t h e  L a b o u r  y e a r s ;  a s  e d i t o r  o f  T h e  I n d e p e n d e n i  1 g o t  t h e  im p r e s s io n  t h a t  n o  

i n q u i r y  in t o  p r e d a t o r y  p r ic in g  a t i e g a t i o n s  w o u ld  b e  p o s s i b le ;  a n d  t h e  d o s e  r e i a t t o n s h i p  

b e t w e e n  s e n i o r  M u r d o c h  l i e u t e n a n t s  a n d  C o n s e r v a t i v e  p o l i t i c i a n s  is  a  m a t t e r  o f  

r e c o r d .  T h e  m e d i a  m a r k e t  is  a n  o d d  o n e ,  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  is  a  d e a r  p u b l ic  i n t e r e s t  in  

p i u r a l i t y  o f  o w n e r s h i p ,  a n d  p o i i t i c a l ly  d i s i n t e r e s t e d  o w n e r s h ip ;  y e t  m o s t  n e w s p a p e r s  

a r e  h e a v y  f o s s - m a k e r s .  W e  m a y  y e t  c o m e  t o  lo o k  b a c k  o n  t o d a y 's  p r o p r i e t o r s  w i t h  

r u e f u l  n o s t a t g i a ,  I h a v e  n o  k n o w l e d g e  o f  lo b b y in g  o n  B B C  l i c e n c e  f e e  m a t t e r s  a n d  

t h in k  i t  w o u l d  b e  h i g h iy  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  b e  i n v o lv e d .  I h a v e  a l w a y s  b e i l e v e d  p r iv a c y  

l a w  is  s o m e t h i n g  f o r  p a r l i a m e n t  t o  t a k e  a  d e a r  s t a n d  o n .  P u b l i c  f u n d in g  o f  d e f a m a t i o n  

a n d  p r i v a c y  c a s e s  s h o u ld  b e  l im i t e d  t o  a  v e r y  f e w  p a r t i c u l a r i y  s e r io u s  e x a m p l e s  

w h e r e  c l a i m a n t s  a r e  e f f e c t i v e i y  p e n n i l e s s .

1 0 . F r o m  y o u r  p e r s p e c t iv e ,  w h a t  In f lu e n c e  h a v e  t h e  m e d ia  h a d  o n  t h e  f o r m u la t io n  

a n d  d e l iv e r y  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  p o l ic y  m o r e  g e n e r a l ly ?  Y o u  a n s w e r  s h o u ld  c o v e r  

a t  l e a s t  t h e  f o l lo w in g ,  w i t h  e x a m p le s  a s  a p p r o p r ia t e :

1 0 a  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h is  In f lu e n c e ,  in  p a r t i c u la r  w h e t h e r  e x e r t e d  t h r o u g h  e d i t o r ia l  

c o n t e n t ,  b y  d ir e c t  c o n t a c t  w i t h  p o l i t ic ia n s ,  o r  In  o t h e r  w a y ;

1 0 b  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  w h ic h  t h is  in f lu e n c e  Is  r e p r e s e n t e d  a s ,  o r  Is  r e g a r d e d  a s ,  

r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  o f  p u b l ic  o p in io n  m o r e  g e n e r a l ly  o r  o f  t h e  In t e r e s t  o f  t h e  

m e d ia  t h e m s e lv e s ;
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1 0 c  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  w h ic h  t h a t J n l lu e r s c s  h a s  in  y o u r  v i e w  a d v a n c e d  o r  in h ib i t e d  

t h e  p u b l ic  In t e r e s t .

1 0 d  T h e  in q u ir y  is  in t e r e s t e d  in  a r e a s  s u c h  a s  c r im in a !  | y s t ic e ,  E u r o p e a n  a n d  

im m ig r a t io n  p o l ic y ,  w h e r e  t h e  m e d ia  h a s  o n  o c c a s io n  ru n  d i r e c t  

c a m p a ig n s  t o  in f lu e n c e  p o l ic y ,  b u t  y o u  m a y  b e  a w a r e  o f  o t h e r s .

T h i s  q u e s t i o n  r e a l l y  r e q u i r e s  a  b o o k  t o  a n s w e r  it . N e w s p a p e r s  r e s p o n d  t o  t h e i r  

p e r c e p t i o n  o f  t h e i r  r e a d e r s '  in t e r e s t .  P o l l in g  s u g g e s t s  t h e r e  is , f o r  in s t a n c e ,  a  m o r e  

p u n i t i v e  a n d  E u r o - s c e p t i c a l  a t t i t u d e  a m o n g  t h e  p u b l ic  t h a n  a m o n g  M P s  in  g e n e r a l .  

P a p e r s  w h f c h  t r y  t o  r u n  a g a i n s t  t h e  r e a d e r s h ip ' - c o n s t i t u e n c y  w h ic h  t h e y  h a v e  

a c c u m u l a t e d  q u ic k ly  r u n  in t o  d r c u i a t i o n  t r o u b le :  t h e  D a i l y  E x p r e s s  u n d e r  C l i v e  

H o l i i c k ,  w h i c h  I w r o t e  fo r ,  is  a  p o o d  e x a m p l e .  N o r  c a n  I i m a g i n e  e d i t o r s  a c t u a l l y  t e l l i n g  

p o l i t i c i a n s  t h e y  w a n t  t h is  o r  t h a t  b e c a u s e  it is  g o o d  f o r  t h e i r  b u s in e s s ;  e v e n  w h e n  t h a t  

is  t h e  c a s e ,  i t  w if i  a l w a y s  b e  c o u c h e d  a s  t h e  p u b l i c  in t e r e s t .  V i e w s  a r e  p a s s e d  o v e r  

i n f o r m a l ly ,  a t  m e e t i n g s  in  m i n i s t e r s ’ o f f ic e s ,  o v e r  lu n c h  o r  d i n n e r ,  o f t e n  b y  l e a d i n g  

c o iu m n is t s  ~  e d i t o r s  t h e r n s e i v e s  t e n d  t o  p r e f e r  t o  s h u n  W e s t m i n s t e r  l i f e ,  a n d  a r e  

a n y w a y  g e n e r a l l y  t o o  b u s y .  R e p o r t e r s  t e n d  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  o n  t h e i r  i m m e d i a t e  j o b  o f  

s t o r y - g e t t i n g  a n d  r a r e l y  lo b b y  f o r  p o l i c ie s  t h e m s e l v e s .  G i v e n  t h e  m u l t ip l ic i t y  o f  

p r e s s u r e s  o n  p o i i t i c ia n s  in  a n  a d v a n c e d  d e m o c r a c y  ~  t h e  lo b b y  g r o u p s ,  t h e  in d u s t r y  

b o d i e s ,  t h e  c o n s t i t u e n c y  a c t iv is t s ,  o n l i n e  c a m p a i g n s  a n d  t h e  r e s t  -  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  

m a i n s t r e a m  n e w s p a p e r s  o n  p o i i c y  h a r d l y  s t a n d s  o u t  a s  a  p a r t i c u l a r  p r o b le m  R o b u s t  

p o l i t i c i a n s ,  s e c u r e  in  t h e i r  f a c t s ,  c a n  s e e  o f f  m o s t  n e w s p a p e r  c a m p a i g n s .

1 1 .  In  y o u r  e x p e r ie n c e ,  w h a t  m f f u e n c e  h a v e  t h e  m e d ia  h a d  o n  p u b l ic  a n d  p o l i t ic a l  

a p p o in t m e n t s ,  in c lu d in g  t h e  t e n u r e  a n d  t e r m in a t io n  o f  t h o s e  a p p o in t m e n t s ?  

P le a s e  g iv e  e x a m p le s ,  in c lu d in g  o f  c a s e s  in  w h ic h  in  y o u r  v ie w  t h e  p u fo lic  

in t e r e s t  w a s ,  a n d  w a s  n o t ,  w e l l  s e r v e d  b y  s u c h  in f lu e n c e .

A s  t o  p o l i t ic a l  a n d  p u b l ic  a p p o i n t m e n t s ,  n e w s p a p e r s  c e r t a i n l y  c a m p a i g n  a g a i n s t  

i n d iv id u a ls ,  e i t h e r  b e c a u s e  -  a s  w i t h  t h e  r e c e n t  M e t r o p o l i t a n  p o l i c e  b a t t l e s  -  t h e y  

h a v e  t a k e n  o n e  s id e  a g a i n s t  a n o t h e r  in  a  f a c t i o n a l  f ig h t ,  o r  b e c a u s e  t h e y  h a v e  t a k e n  

a g a i n s t  a n  in d iv id u a l .  A  m in is t e r  m ig h t  h a v e  o f f e n d e d  t h e  e d i t o r ,  o r  r id ic u le d  t h e  

p a p e r ,  o r  r u b b is h e d  a  p o l ic y  it f a v o u r s . . .  o r  s im p l y  lo o k  a  l i t t le  v u l n e r a b i s .  M u c h  o f  t h e  

c a m p a i g n i n g  a g a i n s t  in d iv id u a ls  is  in  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  a  s p e c u l a t i v e  h u n t in g  tr ip ,  w h e n  ft 

is  n o t  d e a r  w h e t h e r  s o m e o n e  is  p o i i t i c a l iy  b a d l y  w o u n d e d  o r  n o t ,  a n d  p a p e r s  

c o m p e t e  to  s e e  w h o  c a n  b r in g  h im ,  o r  h e r ,  d o w n .  O n c e  t h e  " p a c k ” g r o u p s  a n d  a t t a c k s  

d a y  a f t e r  d a y  t h e  s h e e r  p f e s s u r e  c a n  d e s t r o y  c a r e e r s  w h ic h  w o u ld  o t h e . r w is e  s u r v i v e .
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T h i s  is  p e r h a p s  u n e d i f y in g  a n d  is  c e r t a i n l y  c r u e l ,  b u t  g r e a t l y  e n t e r t a i n s  t h e  p u b l i c . . .  o r  

I s u s p e c t  it d o e s .  P a r l i a m e n t a r y  p e r f o r m a n c e s  n o  lo n g e r  d e s t r o y  c a r e e r s  a n d  t h e  

p a r t y  m a c h i n e s  a r e  s l i c k ly  e f f i c i e n t  s o  it m ig h t  b e  a r g u e d  t h a t  s o m e  a g g r e s s i v e  

s y s t e m  o f  t e s t in g  is  n e e d e d .  T h e r e  a r e  h u g e  n u m b e r s  o f  e x a m p l e s  o f  n e w s p a p e r  

c a m p a i g n s  -  o n e  is  r u n n in g  n o w  in  t h e  D a i l y  M a i !  o n  i n t e r n e t  p o r n o g r a p h y  -  w h ic h  

a r e  p e r c e i v e d  b y  jo u r n a l i s t s  a n d  m a n y  r e a d e r s  t o  b e  in  t h e  p u b l ic  in t e r e s t ;  t h e  k e y  

q u e s t i o n  is  w h e t h e r  t h e y  w i n  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  e n o u g h  M P s  a n d  g e t  e n o u g h  

p a r l i a m e n t a r y  t i m e  f o r  le g is la t io n  t o  f o l l o w ,  A  s u c c e s s f u i  c a m p a i g n  t h u s  h a s  t o  b e  o n e  

w h i c h  c h i m e s  w i t h  v o t e r s  a n d  p o l i t i c ia n s .

c o n f i r m  t h a t  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  t h is  s t a t e m e n t  a r e  t r u e .

S ig n e d _ D a t e

A n d r e w  M a r r
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