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Dear Lord Justice Leveson,

W e  a re  ve ry  gra te fu l to h a ve  th is  opportun ity  to fe ed  into the  L e v e so n  Inquiry w ith  so m e  
o f o u r c o n ce rn s  rega rd ing  p re s s  repo rting  on v io le n ce  a g a in s t w om en .

About Eaves: E a v e s  H ou s in g  is a  cha rity  that w o rk s  on  all fo rm s o f v io le n ce  a g a in s t 
w om en . W e  w o rk  to the  C E D A W  de fin ition  o f V A W  w h ich  re co g n is e s  v io le n ce  ag a in s t 
w o m en  a s  a  c a u se  and  c o n se q u e n c e  o f co n tinued  in equa lity  and  d isc r im in a tion  ag a in s t 
w o m en  and  a s  v io le n ce  that d isp ro p o rt io n a te ly  is su ffe red  by w om en  b e c a u se  th ey  are  
w om en . It is im po rtan t to no te  that d o m e s t ic  v io le n ce  is o n ly  o ne  form  o f v io le n ce  ag a in s t 
w om en . E a v e s  w o rk s  w ith w om en  in o r ex iting  prostitu tion , w om en  tra fficked  fo r d o m e s t ic  
o r se xu a l labour, you ng  w om en  fle e in g  fam ily , te e n a g e  o r gang  v io len ce , su rv iv o rs  o f 
rap e  and  se xu a l a s s a u lt  a s  w e ll a s  d o m e s t ic  v io len ce , fo rce d  m arriage , h o no u r c r im e s  
and  re la ted  is s u e s  that a re  o ften  lin ked  to v io le n ce  a g a in s t  w om en  su ch  a s  w om en  w ith 
s u b s ta n ce  a b u se  is su e s , m enta l hea lth  p ro b lem s and  in o r at r isk  o f h o m e le s sn e s s .

Leveson Inquiry concerns: W h ile  w e  re co g n is e  that the  m ed ia  a c ts  a s  a  re fle ction  o f 
s o c ie ty  and  so c ia l p re fe re n ce s  and  norm s, it a ls o  h a s  a  ro le  to h e lp  sh ap e , in fluence , 
co m m en t on and  ch a lle n g e  the s ta tu s  quo. T h is  ro le is re co g n is e d  in the  in te rna tiona l 
hum an  righ ts com m un ity  a s  w e ll a s  in jo u rn a lis ts ’ e th ica l c o d e s  o f p ractice .
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Lo rd  Ju s t ic e  L e v e so n
T h e  L e v e so n  Inquiry
R o ya l C o u rts  o f J u s t ic e
S trand
Lon don
W C 2 A  2 L L 22/12/11

Dear Lord Justice Leveson,

W e  a re  ve ry  gra te fu l to h a ve  th is  opportun ity  to fe ed  into the  L e v e so n  Inquiry w ith 
so m e  o f o u r c o n ce rn s  rega rd ing  p re s s  reporting  on v io le n ce  a g a in s t w om en .

About Eaves: E a v e s  H ou s in g  is a  cha rity  that w o rk s  on  all fo rm s o f v io le n ce  a g a in s t 
w om en . W e  w o rk  to the  C E D A W  de fin ition  o f V A W  w h ich  re co g n is e s  v io le n ce  
a g a in s t  w om en  a s  a  c a u s e  and  c o n se q u e n c e  o f co n tinued  in equa lity  and  
d isc r im in a tio n  a g a in s t  w om en  and  a s  v io le n ce  that d isp ro p o rt io n a te ly  is su ffe red  by 
w o m en  b e c a u se  th ey  a re  w om en . It is im po rtan t to note  that d o m e s t ic  v io le n c e  is 
o n ly  o n e  form  o f v io le n ce  a g a in s t w om en . E a v e s  w o rk s  w ith  w om en  in o r ex iting  
prostitu tion , w om en  tra fficked  fo r d o m e s t ic  o r se xu a l labour, you ng  w om en  fle e ing  
fam ily , te e n a g e  o r g ang  v io len ce , su rv iv o rs  o f rape  and  se xu a l a s s a u lt  a s  w e ll a s  
d o m e s t ic  v io len ce , fo rced  m arriage , h o no u r c r im e s  and  re la ted  is s u e s  that a re  often 
lin ked  to v io le n c e  a g a in s t w om en  su ch  a s  w om en  w ith  su b s ta n ce  a b u s e  is su e s , 
m en ta l hea lth  p ro b lem s and  in o r at r isk  o f h o m e le s sn e ss .

Leveson Inquiry concerns: W h ile  w e  re co g n is e  that the  m ed ia  a c ts  a s  a  re flection  
o f so c ie ty  and  so c ia l p re fe re n ce s  and  norm s, it a lso  h a s  a  ro le  to he lp  sh ape , 
in fluence , co m m en t on and  ch a lle n g e  the  s ta tu s  quo. T h is  ro le  is re co g n is e d  in the 
in te rna tiona l hum an  righ ts com m u n ity  a s  w e ll a s  in jo u rn a lis ts ’ e th ica l c o d e s  of 
p ra ctice . T h e  C o n ven tio n  on the e lim in a tion  o f d isc r im in a tio n  a g a in s t w om en  
(C E D A W )  C o m m ittee  2 0 0 8  re co m m en d a tio n s  to U K  noted  “w ith  co n ce rn  the 
s te reo typ ed  m ed ia  p o rtra ya ls  o f w om en  and  w o m e n ’s  ro le s  in the  fam ily  and  in 
so c ie ty , w h ich  con tribu te  to w o m e n ’s  d isa d v a n ta g ed  po s it ion  in a  nu m b e r o f a reas, 
in c lud ing  in the  la b o u r m a rke t and  in a c c e s s  to d e c is io n -m ak in g  po s it ion s, and  a ffect 
w o m e n ’s  c h o ic e s  in th e ir s tu d ie s  and  p ro fe s s io n s .” T h e  C o m m itte e  fu rthe r no ted  “the 
la c k  o f p o s it iv e  m ed ia  po rtra ya ls  o f e th n ic  and  m inority  w om en , e ld e r ly  w om en  and  
w o m en  w ith  d isa b ilit ie s .”

O u r  p rim ary  co n ce rn s  a re  lis ted  h e re  and  a d d re s s e d  in m ore  de ta il below :
• F a ilin g  to a s k  app rop ria te , ch a lle n g in g  qu e s tio n s , fa ilin g  to s itua te  the  a b u se  

in the  w id e r con te x t o f pub lic , po lit ica l, so c ia l and  e co n o m ic  d y n a m ic s  and  
fa ilin g  to s e e k  input and  e xp e rt is e  from  ap p rop ria te  co m m en ta to rs  no tab ly  
w o m en  w ork ing  on th e se  is s u e s  a s  e ith e r fron tline  s ta ff o r a s  a c a d em ic s , 
p o lit ic ia n s  and  law ye rs

• Inv is ib ility  and  b lam ing  o f V ic t im  and  iden tify ing  w ith pe rp e tra to r
• S te re o typ in g  and  pe rpe tua ting  m yths
• D em o n isa tio n  o f w om en  pe rpe tra to rs
• N e w  m ed ia  and  d is re ga rd  fo r m isog yn is t ic , s e x is t  and  a b u s iv e  co m m en t
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W e  w ou ld  a s su m e  that the  enq u iry  m ay  lo o k  a t the G lo b a l M ed ia  M on ito r ing  P ro je c t 
repo rt “W h o  m a ke s  the  n e w s ? ” (2005) in w h ich  th ey  rightly  sum  up the  im po rtan ce  o f 
the  m edia:

“In to d a y ’s  2 4 -h o u r n ew s  env ironm ent, it m atte rs p ro found ly  w ho  and  w ha t is 
s e le c te d  to a p p e a r  in new s c o ve ra g e  and  how  in d iv id u a ls  and  e ve n ts  a re  
po rtrayed . E q u a lly  it m atte rs w ho  is left ou t and  w ha t is not c o v e re d ”.

W e  a ttach  lin ks  to tw o repo rts  w e  have  p rod u ced  on th is  is s u e  and  w ou ld  e n co u ra g e  
you  to c o n s id e r  them  in add ition  to th is  sh o rte r subm iss io n :

• J u s t  re p re sen ta tio n ?  P re s s  repo rting  and  the rea lity  o f rape  2 0 0 8  by the  L ilith 
re se a rch  and  d e v e lo p m e n t team  o f E a v e s  H ou s in g

h ttp ://w w w .eaves4w om en .co .u k /D ocu m en ts/R e cen t R ep o rts /Ju s t% 2 0 R ep re sen ta tio  
n p re s s  reporting  the rea lity  o f rape .pd f

• P re s s  fo r C hang e : A  gu ide  fo r jo u rn a lis ts  repo rting  on the  p rostitu tion  and  
tra ffick ing  o f w om en  by Ju lie  B in de l

h ttp :/ /a c t io n .w eb .ca /h o m e /ca tw /a tta ch /P R E S S P A C K g e n e r ic1 2 -0 6 .p d f

Failing to ask appropriate, challenging questions, failing to situate the abuse in 
the wider context of public, political, social and econom ic dynam ics and failing 
to seek input and expertise from appropriate commentators notably women 
working on these issues as either frontline staff or as academics, politicians 
and lawyers

W h en  the  “r io ts” h a p p en ed  o ve r the  su m m e r o r w h e re  the re  is gang  v io len ce , there  
w ill g e n e ra lly  be  a c re s  o f p rin t ab o u t w hy  th is  h app en s . E xpe rts , co m m o n ly  m ale , 
from  lega l, so c ia l, po lit ica l and  e co n o m ic  a c a d e m ic  d is c ip lin e s , law yers , fron tline  
you th  w o rke rs  e ven  A m e r ic a n  co m m en ta to rs  e tc  a re  inv ited  to com m ent, e xp la in  and  
th eo r ise  and  re fe ren ce s  a re  c ited . T h e  e ven ts  a re  lin ked  to the  w id e r po lit ica l, 
e c o n o m ic  con tex t and  ta ke  on  an  ap p rop ria te  pu b lic  im p o rtan ce  and  d e c is io n  m ake rs  
a re  e xp e c te d  to be  co n ce rn e d  ab o u t it and  ta ke  so m e  re sp o n s ib ility  fo r p reven ting  o r 
end in g  it.

It is a lm o s t u n hea rd  o f that in c id e n ce s  o f m a le  v io le n ce  a g a in s t w om en  d e sp ite  be ing  
a  pattern and  con tinuum  o f a b u s e  (2 w om en  a  w e e k  k illed  by  th e ir cu rren t o r e x  
p a rtne r fo r in s tan ce ) p ro voke  th is  k ind o f sou l se a rch in g . T h e y  a re  se e n  a s  one-off, 
priva te , d o m e s t ic  in c id en ts  o r “tra g e d ie s ” that so m e h o w  ca n n o t be  he lp ed  and  a re  
in ev ita b le  o r e ven  no rm a l but sad .

T u rn ing  to the 2 c a s e s  that h a p p en ed  w ith in  a  w e e k  o f e a ch  o the r o f m en m urde ring  
th e ir  w ife  and  fam ily .

h t t p : / / WWW.d a i ly m a i l .c o .u k /n e w s /a r t ic le - 2  0 7 1 8 5 7 / P o lic e -  
in specto r-m urde r ed -w if e -d au g h te r-p ro b ed -s im ila r-ca se  . htm l

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-44032/Man-kills-wife-children—shoots- 
him self html

Responsible reporting for such cases should be asking the following 
questions:
In w h a t p roportion  o f c a s e s  d o e s  a  w om an  m u rde r h e r p a rtne r and  ch ild ren  and  in 
w h a t p roportion  o f c a s e s  d o e s  a  m an do  so  and  a re  th e ir m o tiva t ion s  d iffe ren t?  H ow
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d o e s  th is  co m p a re  to h o no u r c r im e s  that a re  no rm a lly  repo rted  from  B M E  
co m m u n it ie s  -  is th is  a  w es te rn  m an ife s ta tion  o f an  h o no u r c r im e ?  Is that a  he lp fu l 
w a y  to lo o k  a t th is  o r n o t?  D o  th e se  tw o c a s e s  s ig n a l an  upturn in su ch  c a s e s ?

T h e re  a re  s e v e ra l q u e s t io n s  th is  can  ra ise . It is in fa c t p red om inan tly  m en  that do  so  
and  so  w h y  do  th ey  do  so  and  in w ha t c ir c u m s ta n c e s ?  Do w e  know  en o ug h  abou t 
th is  that th e re  m ay  be  p reven ta tive  in te rven tion s  a v a ila b le ?  If not, sh ou ld  w e  not be 
re se a rch in g  it in o rd e r to p re ven t it?

In fact, th e re  is am p le  re se a rch  that sh o w s  that the w a y  w e  co n s tru c t m ascu lin ity  
m e a n s  that pow er, con tro l and  s ta tu s  a re  ve ry  key  to m a le  identity. W h en  m en kill 
th e ir  w h o le  fam ily  it is o ften b e c a u se  the  m en fa il to p e rce iv e  th e ir w ife  and  ch ild ren  
a s  in d iv id u a ls  in th e ir ow n right bu t on ly  a s  an  e x te n s io n  o f h im se lf -  th e re fo re  k illing 
h im se lf m ean s  k illing  them . T h e  U S  w rite r C h a r le s  P a tr ic k  E w ing  d e vo te s  a  ch a p te r 
o f Fa ta l F a m ilie s  to d e s c r ib in g  th e se  c a se s . R e sp o n s ib le  repo rting  m igh t have  
in c lu d ed  look in g  a t a c a d e m ic  re se a rch  on the is s u e  and  co n su lt in g  su ch  peop le . In 
fa c t th e se  c a s e s  no t on ly  w e re  not lin ked  in an y  c o ve ra g e  bu t no su ch  q u e s t io n s  
w e re  a sked . T h e re  w a s  an  op in ion  co lum n  but that is qu ite  d iffe ren t to in ve stig a tive  
jo u rn a lism  w h e re  an  ed ito r cou ld  h a ve  c h o se n  to e x a m in e  the  ph en o m en o n  and  its 
im p lica t io n s  fo r ou r cu rren t soc ie ty .

O n c e  su ch  c a s e s  a re  lo o ked  into, it is not u n com m on  to find  that the  norm a l, happy, 
decen t, pe rfe c t fam ily  w a s  not so  pe rfe c t bu t m ay  h a ve  been  e x p e r ie n ce d  by the  w ife  
and  ch ild ren  a s  qu ite  con tro lling . T h e  c irc u m s ta n ce s  in w h ich  a  m an m ay  do  th is  a lso  
a re  o ften  qu ite  s im ila r  -  m en w ith d e p re s s io n  and  illn e ss , w ho  h ave  lo st o r r isk  lo s ing  
th e ir  job  o r w ea lth  and  w h o se  m a rriage  h a s  b roken  dow n  o r is a t r isk  and  w ho  have  
been  qu ite  p ro tec tive  e ven  con tro llin g  o f th e ir fam ily  a re  se e n  a s  a t h ig h e s t r isk  of 
com m itting  th is  so rt o f crim e. L iz  K e lly  C h a ir  o f End  V io le n c e  A g a in s t  W o m e n  
coa lit io n  and  p ro fe s so r a t LM U  C h ild re n  w om en  a b u se  s tu d ie s  un it (C W A S U )  w ou ld  
be  an  ap p rop ria te  a c a d e m ic  and  p ra c tit ion e r e xpe rt to c o n su lt  and  h a s  w ritten on 
su ch  c a s e s  in he r study: If on ly  w e ’d k n o w n ’: an  e xp lo ra to ry  s tudy  o f se v en
in tim ate  pa rtne r h o m ic id e s  in E n g le sh ire ” (Ke lly . L., R e g a n  L.).

In a  c lim a te  o f re ce s s io n  w h e re  the  s t re s s e s  and  s tra in s  on  m a rr ia g e s  a re  g reater, 
w h e re  p eo p le  a re  lo s in g  th e ir job  and  th e ir hom e  and  a re  d e p re s se d  -  it is an 
in te re sting  qu estio n  to a s k  w h e th e r o r not th is  m ay  be  a  w arn in g  o f a  p red ic tab le  
upturn in su ch  c a s e s  lin ked  to the  c lim a te , w he th e r th e re  is m ore  w e  can  do  to 
ch a lle n g e  how  w e  co n s tru c t m a le  identity, m o re  w e  can  do  to su pp o rt m en so  they  
d o n ’t re a c t in th is  w a y  and  to su pp o rt w om en  to iden tify  r isk  fa c to rs  and  take  
n e c e s s a ry  s tep s  fo r th e ir and  th e ir c h ild re n ’s  sa fe ty .

I h a ve  a d d re s s e d  th is  po in t ab o u t no t a sk in g  the  right q u e s t io n s  and  m ak ing  the right 
lin ks  w ith  sp e c if ic  re fe ren ce  to the  re cen t fam ily  m u rde rs . H o w e ve r th is  a p p lie s  to 
e ve ry  in c id en t o f v io le n ce  a g a in s t w om en . T h e re  a re  q u e s t io n s  that can  and  shou ld  
be  a s k e d  that fo cu s  on m a le  b e h a v io u r a s  pe rp e tra to rs  and  how  w e  can  p reven t it. 
W h y  do  m en ra p e ?  W h ich  m en rape  and  w ho  do  th ey  rape  and  w h y ?  W h y  do  m en 
th in k  th ey  h a ve  the right to hit th e ir w iv e s ?  W h y  do  m en  fee l th ey  h a ve  the  right to 
co m m en t on w o m e n ’s  a p p e a ra n ce  and  lo o ks  in the  s tree t and  to be  o ffended  if a 
w o m an  d o e sn ’t re spo n d  a s  h e ’d w ish  he r to ?  W h y  do  m en  u se  w om en  in prostitu tion  
and  w h ich  m en do  and  how  do  th ey  fee l ab o u t it?

Invisibility of Victim and identifying with the perpetrator
In se v e ra l in s ta n ce s  o f repo rting  w h e re  a  m an is a lle g ed  o r co n v ic te d  o f hav ing  
raped , a s sa u lte d  o r m u rde red  a  w om an , it is qu ite  s ta rk  how  little in fo rm ation  is 
p ro v ided  ab o u t the  v ic tim  and  y e t how  m uch  is p ro v ided  ab o u t the  a lle g ed
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perpetrator. Indeed it is not uncommon for the tone of coverage to seem to identify 
and empathise with the perpetrator. Reports commonly linger on his being a fine 
upstanding man or on the fact that he may have had financial stress, recently lost his 
job, been depressed or in ill-health, been upset about the marriage breaking down or 
about his partner having an affair or ruminating on whether something in the 
behaviour or words of the wife tipped him over the edge. The examples of a father 
killing his wife and family mentioned above are referenced here again. There are 
several such examples, the coverage of the behaviour of the former girl friend of 
Raoul Moat is another such example that blames women. The “facebook murder” 
report also attached below is another example that obscures the reality of the victim 
murdered by her jealous ex and suggests she may have provoked him by changing 
her facebook status.

http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/top-stories/2011/12/13/dad-murders-perfect-family- 
then-commits-suicide-115875-23631199/

http ://www. dailymail. co.uk/news/article-20718 5 7/Police-inspector-murdered-wife- 
daughter-probed-similar-case.html

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-44032/Man-kills-wife-children—shoots- 
himself html

http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/top-stories/2011/09/06/raoul-moat-inquest-ex-qirlfriend- 
deliberatelv-wound-him-up-claims-killer-s-best-mate-l 15875-23401004/

http://news.bbc.co.Uk/1/hi/wales/south east/8248942.stm 

Stereotyping and perpetuating myths
Stories that cover prostitution and trafficking are almost always accompanied by 
stereotypical images of red light premises or scantily clad women under street lamps 
and leaning into cars irrespective of the actual detail of the story. This perpetuates 
myths and stereotypes about prostitution, focuses on the women, fails to ask 
challenging questions about male demand for such services or inform the reader 
about the circumstances, commonly including violence and abuse from family, 
partners and pimps; that lead women into prostitution and keep them there. More 
particularly there is a lack of attention to detail and actual misrepresentation which is 
dangerous on politically charged and sensitive areas. So  for instance recent reporting 
by several papers implies that Simon Byrne (ACPO) called for legalising prostitution. 
He said there should be alternative ways to deal with it, he talked of decriminalizing 
prostitution and regulating brothels. If s important to be accurate as the debate on 
prostitution is so polarized and people are seeking legitimacy for their different 
perspectives. It is also important that press can help readers to a more complex 
understanding of the issues and to understand the difference between legalization 
and decriminalization and should not misuse or be sloppy about the language. 
Although the headline here is not hugely wrong -  other papers -  evening standard, 
local papers Bolton News etc were inaccurate saying A C P O  police office calls for 
legalization. Strictly speaking he did not.

http://www.express.co.uk/posts/view/281874/Should-prostitution-be-legalised-
Should-prostitution-be-legalised-Should-prostitution-be-legalised-Should-prostitution-
be-legalised-

http://news.bbc.co.Uk/1 /hi/6459369.stm
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http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-44032/Man-kills-wife-children%e2%80%94shoots-
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/top-stories/2011/09/06/raoul-moat-inquest-ex-qirlfriend-deliberatelv-wound-him-up-claims-killer-s-best-mate-l_15875-23401004/
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/top-stories/2011/09/06/raoul-moat-inquest-ex-qirlfriend-deliberatelv-wound-him-up-claims-killer-s-best-mate-l_15875-23401004/
http://news.bbc.co.Uk/1/hi/wales/south_east/8248942.stm
http://www.express.co.uk/posts/view/281874/Should-prostitution-be-legalised-
http://news.bbc.co.Uk/1_/hi/6459369.stm


For D istribution to  C P s

In the same way it is noticeable that there is a disproportionate amount of coverage 
of the rare and mythical “Stranger rape” scenario with the perfect stereotype of evil, 
often foreign, stranger leaping out of a bush and the perfect victim stereotype of a 
nice young woman blamelessly going about her business (i.e. not having been 
drinking or wearing sexy clothes). This represents less than 8%  of rape. Yet there is 
little or no coverage of marital rape. Acquaintance, date or partner rape is often 
accompanied with lengthy commentary on the couple knowing each other, what the 
woman was wearing and how much she had to drink and often what a perfectly 
ordinary decent chap the man is. There is also disproportionate attention to the 
relatively rare instances of women alleged to have falsely reported a rape and no 
examination of what this may mean in reality -  such as instances of no criming by the 
police, women with mental health issues often survivors of sexual abuse, the low 
conviction rate and high attrition rate as cases are pursued any of which may be 
relevant factors.

This sort of portrayal is frankly negligent and damaging. It encourages false 
stereotypes and hierarchies about rape and blames victims. It feeds into whether a 
victim would feel able to report a rape or not as she can see how she will be judged 
and disbelieved. It can feed into police, public, jury, C P S  and judiciary’s views about 
what is rape, who is a rapist and who is a victim and can therefore impact on which 
cases are pursued by the C P S  and the likelihood of obtaining convictions so again 
feeding into whether or not a woman feels she can report it and have justice. This is 
all covered in more detail in “Just representation? Press reporting and the reality of 
rape”.

Demonisation of women alleged perpetrators
It is the case that society still holds the assumption that women are and should be 
the more law-abiding, caring and gentle sex and that therefore when a woman is 
accused of a crime it seems the more newsworthy and shocking. However, the 
media play into this and the portrayal of women accused of crime is often excessively 
demonising and gratuitous. There is also undue attention paid to her private life, her 
sexual life, her drinking habits -  this was amply illustrated by the Rebecca Leighton 
case that attached a facebook picture of her at a party to the story of her arrest. 
Similarly the case of Stephanie Knight was reported in a way that entirely obscured 
the fact that she had been as a child and continued as a young woman to be the 
victim of abuse as well as having now begun to perpetrate or facilitate it.

http://www.metro.co.uk/news/869934-nurse-rebecca-leiqhton-arrested-over-steppinq-hill-
hospital-deaths

http://www.dailvmail.co.uk/news/article-2011818/Teenaoer-Stephanie-Knioht-lured-2-oirls-16- 
rape-ordeal-3-Asian-men.html

New Media
There has been a great deal of coverage of the sort of negative comment that 
women journalists, commenters, posters and bloggers receive when writing as 
women or particularly when writing on women’s issues and of inappropriate pages 
like the facebook rape pages. It is acknowledged, even by male commenters, that the 
abuse women receive is not merely the internet abuse that shouts one down, calls 
one stupid or wrong but is gendered abuse. There is an excessive amount of 
reference to the likely looks and sexuality or desirability of the woman and comments 
suggesting the woman needs to be raped and even adducing addresses and Nl 
numbers to increase the sense of fear and incitement. There seems to be an utter 
failure to address this by moderators on comment pages or social media or to treat it
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seriously as the equivalent racist remarks would be. Yet it is clear that the issue 
here is resenting and terrorizing women for daring to have and express opinions in 
the public space on matters of public importance -  basic freedom of expression. The 
New Statesman article “You should have your tongue ripped out” captures this very 
effectively.
http://www.newstatesman.com/blogs/helen-lewis-hastelev/2011/11/comments-rape-
abuse-women

W e will be very happy to provide any further information and we look forward to 
seeing your recommendations and how they will address these issues. W e firmly 
believe the media have a key role to play in shaping attitudes and so in either 
preventing or facilitating violence against women.

Heather Harvey
Lilith research and development manager 
Eaves Housing for Women_____________
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