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Lucy Panton: Statement to Leveson Inquiry

In  p ro v id in g  a w itness  sta tem ent to the Inqu iry , I  w is h  to m ention th a t -

a. I t  has been agreed that, as I  have been arrested  in  respect o f  the O peration  

Elveden investiga tion, I  w il l  not be asked  a ny  questions th a t encroach on 

the po lice  investiga tion  in  o rde r not to p re jud ice  any  c rim ina l investiga tion  

or p o te n tia l prosecution.

b. On account o f  m y arrest, a num ber o f  m y books o f  record are not p re sen tly  

accessible to me. According ly, the in fo rm a tion  se t ou t in  th is  sta tem ent is  

the best th a t I  am able to p rov ide  in  the lig h t o f  th a t fac t.

Career

A fte r leav ing  un ivers ity , I  s ta rted  m y career in  jo u rn a lis m  on a local paper, the  

W andsw orth  Borough News. A fte r tw o  years  I  moved to the new s agency. 

N ationa l News, w here  I  w o rked  as a Crime R eporter f o r  a year.

I  jo in e d  the S unday People as th e ir Crime R eporter in  2000. In  September 2002, I  

moved on to the News o f  the W orld w here  I  w a s  Crime Reporter, before being  

prom oted  tw ice  to Crime C orrespondent and  then  Crime Editor.

Q uestions

1. Please give full deta ils  of th e  level an d  th e  n a tu re  of th e  co n tac t th a t  you 

h a d  w ith  th e  following ind iv iduals w hilst they  w ere serving w ith  th e  MPS 

(the Inqu iry  is in te res ted  in  bo th  professional an d  social co n tac t an d  who 

w ould in itia te  th e  same):
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Sir Jo h n  S tevens

I  had  a p ro fess iona l re la tionsh ip  and  m in im a l contact w ith  S ir John; 

how ever as w ith  a ll the Commissioners, I  w o u ld  see h im  on a m on th ly  

basis d u rin g  the Crime Reporters A ssocia tion  (CRA) C om m issioners’ 

briefing. S ir John  became C om m issioner in  2 000  w h ich  w as  w hen  I  jo in e d  

the S unday People new spaper as a crim e reporter. I t  w a s  over the next 

fe w  years  th a t I  s ta rte d  to have g rea te r contact w ith  the M etropo litan  Police 

(the Met) and  o ther po lice  s ta ff. I  never w e n t out on a one to one basis w ith  

S ir John.

Lord B lair

A ga in  I  had  a p ro fess iona l re la tionsh ip  and  m in im a l contact w ith  Lord  

B la ir. I  never w e n t ou t w ith  Lord  B la ir  one on one.

c. Sir P au l S tep h en so n

I  had  a p ro fess iona l re la tionsh ip , m in im a l contact b u t pe rhaps  a bette r 

rappo rt w ith  S ir Paul, p a r t ly  because I  had  become a more estab lished  

crime reporte r and  u n d e r h is re ign  had  been m ade secre ta ry  o f  the CRA. 

That m eant I  had  more in te rac tion  w ith  people a t New Scotland Yard (the 

Yard). I  w e n t ou t on ju s t  one occasion, one on one, f o r  a d r in k  w ith  S ir 

Paul. I  bought h im  a d r in k  and  he bought me one back. Everyone has  

d iffe re n t pe rsona litie s  and  one is  bound to ge t on be tte r w ith  some more 

tha n  others.

Jo h n  Yates

I  had  a p ro fess iona l re la tionsh ip  w ith  Mr. Yates. A s an opera tiona l po lice  

office r on h igh  p ro file  cases, I  had  more in te rac tion  w ith  him. He w a s  a
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guest a t m y w edding, a long w ith  m any o ther officers, as he w as a t J e f f  

E d w a rd s ’ (a fe llo w  crime reporter) w edding. I  w o u ld  class h im  as a f r ie n d  

in  a w o rk  capacity  in  the sense th a t w e d id  no t socia lise a w a y  fro m  w ork.

I  have know n  h im  f o r  a round  10 years.

Andy H aym an

We had  a p ro fess iona l re la tionsh ip . I  have kn ow n  Mr. H a ym a n  fo r  7 years. 

He w as in  charge o f  the counter-terror com m and d u r in g  and  a fte r the 7 /  7 

London bom bings w h ich  is  w hen  I  go t to know  h im  be tte r as w e had  more 

fre q u e n t b rie fings w ith  officers. I  w o u ld  class h im  as a w o rk  f r ie n d  b u t d id  

not socia lise w ith  h im  a w a y  fro m  w ork. I  h ad  a couple o f  lunches, a 

b re ak fa s t meeting, coffees and  d rin ks  m eetings w ith  him. The m a jo rity  o f  

the tim e o ther officers and  crim e reporters w ere present. I  w o u ld  socia lise  

w ith  h im  a t p o lic in g  events and  leaving  do's etc.

Dick Fedorcio

I  had  regu la r contact w ith  Mr. Fedorcio, speak ing  to h im  m ost w eeks over 

the phone and  som etim es m eeting w ith  h im  a t the end o f  the w eek to 

d iscuss stories I  w as w o rk in g  on. On occasions, we w o u ld  meet f o r  lunch  

or som etim es d rin ks  o r coffee. I  w o u ld  class Mr. Fedorcio as a f r ie n d  in  a 

w o rk  capacity. We d id  not socia lise outs ide  o f  w ork. I  have kn ow n  h im  fo r  

around  12 years.

Did you ever have th e  perso n a l m obile te lephone n u m b e r or hom e 

te lephone n u m b e r of th e  people listed  a t a -f above?

I  had  m obile num bers fo r  S ir Paul Stephenson and  Messrs. Yates, H aym an  

and  Fedorcio. To m y recollection, I  d id  not have home num bers f o r  a ny  o f  

the above.
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The Inqu iry  u n d e rs ta n d s  th a t  you a tten d ed  th e  following:

As b es t you can  rem em ber, w h a t w as th e  p u rp o se  of each  m eeting  an d  

w h at m a tte rs  w ere d iscu ssed ?

D inner a t th e  Ivy C lub w ith  Jo h n  Y ates an d  Colin Myler on 5 November 

2009.

Yes. The purpose  o f  th is  m eeting w as to in troduce  Colin M y le r (the News o f  

the W orld editor) to Mr. Yates. They d iscussed th e ir careers and  

backgrounds. I  rem em ber them  ta lk in g  about th e ir connections to Liverpool. 

To the best o f  m y recollection, Mr. Yates used the m eeting to g ive Mr. M y le r 

an outline  o f  h is  role in  the M et and  in  genera l term s d iscussed top ica l 

p o lic ing  issues.

L unch a t R acine in  K nightsbridge w ith  J o h n  Yates, J o h n  Twomey, J u s t in  

D avenport an d  S a rah  C heesley on 9 April 2010.

Yes. H ow ever I  do not believe John  Twom ey w as there. A no the r CRA 

person  attended, bu t I  cannot rem em ber who. I  cannot rem em ber w h a t we  

d iscussed spec ifica lly  but, as w ith  a ll these spec ia lis t lunches, i t  w o u ld  be 

a genera l upda te  on te rro rism  tr ia ls  to look out f o r  and  how  the Met 

perce ived the cu rren t te rro r th rea t both  dom estic and  global.

c. D inner w ith  Andy H aym an on 8 April 2005.

I  cannot reca ll w h e th e r I  had  d in n e r w ith  Mr. H aym an  on th a t da te  (seven 

years  ago) and  have no w a y  o f  checking this.
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d. L unch w ith  Andy H aym an an d  Neil W allis on 29 M arch 2007.

I  do rem em ber hav ing  lunch  w ith  Mr. H a ym a n  and  Mr. W allis on one 

occasion. This m ust have been th a t occasion. I  do not rem em ber in  d e ta il 

w h a t w e d iscussed. However, I  do v iv id ly  rem em ber hav ing  a d iscuss ion  

w ith  Mr. H aym an  about m y d a u g h te r’s illness.

I  rem em ber Mr. H aym an  w as  very supportive  and  k in d  to me a fte r a 

tra um a tic  tim e in  m y life. M y d au g h te r had  been operated on a t 6 w eeks  

old a fte r being ta k in g  in to  in tens ive  care a t G reat O rm ond Street H osp ita l. I  

took s ix  m on ths ’ m a te rn ity  leave re tu rn ing  to w o rk  on F ebrua ry  14th, 2007. 

M y d au g h te r fe l l  se rious ly  i l l  aga in  and  w as adm itted  to hosp ita l on 

F ebrua ry  24th, 2 0 0 7  w here  she u nd e rw e n t a fu r th e r  operation. I  w as  

extrem ely anxious about leav ing  m y d au g h te r and  re tu rn ing  to f u l l  tim e  

w ork. The lunch  occurred a m onth a fte r m y d au g h te r’s second operation.

When you have a good w o rk in g  re la tionsh ip  w ith  people, you  d iscuss  

persona l m atters. M eeting up does not a lw a y s  m ean you  are so le ly  

d iscuss ing  po lic ing  issues. Mr. H aym an  w as able to und e rs tan d  w h a t I  

had  been th rough  as h is ow n  ch ild  had  been a p a tie n t a t G reat O rm ond  

Street and  undergone several operations. I  have obta ined  pe rm iss ion  fro m  

Mr. H aym an  to m ention his c h ild ’s m ed ical condition.

I  w is h  to m ake i t  c lea r th a t in  respect o f  m y contacting  Mr. H a ym a n  I  d id  

not d iscuss a ny  o f  the questions o r a ny  o ther p a r t  o f  m y sta tem ent w ith  

him.
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In re la tion  to th e  ind iv iduals listed  a t a-f above, w ere th e re  any  o ther 

occasions you can  recall on w hich you h a d  p rofessional or social 

in te rac tio n s  w ith  them ? If so, p lease  give full deta ils  of su c h  in terac tions.

In  re la tion  to the in d iv id u a ls  above, I  w o u ld  meet the Com m issioners a t the  

m onth ly  CRA briefings, a t crime correspondents ’ socia l events in c lu d ing  the  

CRA C hris tm as p a r ty  and  the socia l events p u t  on by  the Yard or 

A ssocia tion  o f  C h ie f Police O fficers (ACPO). I  met Messrs. H aym an, Yates 

and  Fedorcio on a fe w  occasions fo r  lunch. I  w o u ld  see Mr. Fedorcio more 

regu la rly  a t brie fings, in  h is  office, f o r  coffee and  d rinks .

Did you sh a re  a  bo ttle  of C ham pagne w ith  Andy H aym an on 1 F eb ruary  

2007  a t th e  Oriel R es ta u ra n t?

I  cannot reca ll m eeting Mr. H a ym a n  on F eb rua ry  1, 2007. I  w o u ld  th in k  it  

very u n lik e ly  as I  w as s t i l l  o f f  w o rk  on m a te rn ity  leave a t th a t po in t.

D escribe th e  n a tu re  of you r re la tionsh ip  w ith  Mr H aym an.

As sta ted  in  1 above, I  had  a p ro fess iona l re la tionsh ip  w ith  Mr. H aym an. 

We w ere fr ie n d s  in  a w o rk in g  capacity  b u t d id  not socia lise outs ide  o f  

w ork.

Are th e re  any  o th e r sen io r police officers w ith  w hom  you h a d  sim ilar 

p ro fessional or social in terac tions. If so, p lease  identify them  by nam e 

an d  give full deta ils  of su c h  in teractions.

I  had  p ro fess iona l and  socia l in te ractions iv ith  m any sen io r po lice  officers  

fro m  the Met and  o ther forces, as w e ll as o ther people w o rk in g  w ith in  the  

p o lic ing  landscape. I  do not w is h  to id e n tify  by  nam e m y con fiden tia l 

contacts. The purpose  o f  m eeting up iv ith  po lice  officers, p ress  officers.

MOD200018354



For Distribution to CPs

people fro m  ACPO, C h ild  E xp lo ita tion  and  Online Protection Centre, H M  

Inspectorate  o f  C onstabulary, the C row n Prosecution Service, the Serious 

and  O rganised Crime Agency (SOCA) and  the N a tiona l Police Im provem ent 

Agency w as  to lea rn  more about th e ir w o rk  th rough  the people a t the coal 

face.

I t  is  essen tia l th a t as a crime reporte r you  b u ild  up a re la tionsh ip  o f  tru s t 

w ith  the po lice  and  o ther la w  enforcem ent agencies to enable you  to 

accura te ly  report on crime stories. As has been sa id  by  num erous o f  m y  

crime reporte r colleagues, the CRA w o u ld  o ften be g iven  the b igger p ic tu re  

and  asked  not to p u b lis h  d e ta ils  in  o rde r not to je opa rd ise  live police  

investiga tions.

In re sp ec t of each , p lease  give full de ta ils  of you r m otives for estab lish ing  

an d  m a in ta in in g  re la tio n sh ip s  w ith  th e se  indiv iduals. W hat w ere you 

seeking  to ob ta in  a n d  w h at did you ob ta in  from th e se  re la tio n sh ip s?  In 

p articu la r, w ere you seeking  to ob ta in  in form ation  from them  w hich, for 

w hatever reaso n , they  w ere no t au th o rised  to divulge?

I  am a jo u rn a lis t and  therefore m y objective is  to seek in fo rm a tion  b u t not to 

the d e trim en t o f  a po lice  operation. I  have never m et a sen io r o ffice r w ho is  

so ill- in fo rm ed  and  naive th a t he o r she g ives out in fo rm a tion  th a t they  

w ere not au thorised  to divu lge. M y objective w as to have a long term  

re la tionsh ip  iv ith  the po lice  w h ich  m eant an  open and  honest re la tionsh ip  

w ith  the people I  met.

The News o f  the W orld w a s  a cam paign ing  p a p e r and  by  b u ild ing  these  

re la tionsh ips, I  w as able to help fa c ilita te  events like  ou r Save ou r Streets 

roadshow s w here  w e in v ite d  p a ren ts  w ho  h ad  lost ch ild ren  to kn ife  crime 

to take  p a r t  in  live debates iv ith  C h ie f Constables and  sen io r officers about 

crime issues.
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I  w a s  a lso the Sunday representative  f o r  the CRA and  spent years  try in g  to 

bette r the police 's und e rs tan d in g  on w h a t S unday new spapers needed  

fro m  them. I t  has a lw a ys  been the case th a t po lice  b rie fings are d irected  a t 

m eeting the needs o f  d a ily  papers. I  used these m eetings to try  and  in fo rm  

and  change the w a y  po lice  used the S unday papers.

The News o f  the W orld fre q u e n tly  ca rried  out h igh  p ro file  investiga tions  

w here  w e w o u ld  need to h and  our f in d in g s  over to the police. M y role as 

the crim e spec ia lis t w a s  to be able to o ffe r o ther reporters on the p a p e r  

advice on w h ich  po lice  un its  to lia ise  w ith  and  to cover in  some instances  

arrests fo llo w in g  a News o f  the W orld investiga tion.

I  bore in  m ind  the fa c t  th a t the p a p e r w o u ld  often w a n t to ho ld  back  

in fo rm a tion  u n til the la s t m inute  to p reven t a s to ry  leak ing  and  the police  

d id  not en joy being p resen ted  w ith  evidence la s t m inute  on p ress  day, a 

Saturday. I  believe I  helped im prove the w a y  these types o f  stories were  

hand led  fo r  both  s ides over the years.

9. O n 1 M arch 2012 th e  Inqu iry  h e a rd  evidence from Mr Y ates ab o u t h is

in te rp re ta tio n  of an  em ail from Ja m e s  Mellor to you on 30 O ctober 2010 

an d  y o u r re sp o n se  there to . W hat is you r in te rp re ta tio n  of th is  em ail 

exchange, in  p a rticu la r  th e  following lines of Mr M ellor’s email:

“T h inks Jo h n  Y ates could  be crucia l here. Have you spoken  to h im ?

Really need  a n  excl sp la sh  line so tim e to call in  all th o se  bo ttles  of 

ch am p ag n e ...”

I t  is  som ew hat d iff ic u lt to be asked  w h a t Mr. M e llo r m eant by  the em ail as I  

d id  not w rite  it. That sa id , I  und e rs tan d  by th is  em ail th a t Mr. M e llo r w as  

p u ttin g  p ressure  on me to b ring  h im  an exclusive s to ry  w o rth y  o f  p u tt in g  on
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the f ro n t  page. I  read th is  em ail as m any I  received a t w o rk  th a t conta ined  

an elem ent o f  b an te r w ith  a serious note o f  expectation th a t they w ere  

re ly in g  on me f o r  a b ig  story.

I  have fo u n d  i t  ra th e r b iza rre  th a t there seems to be such in te res t in  w h a t 

cham pagne I  d id  o r d id  not d rink . I  en joy cham pagne b u t do not d r in k  i t  

often. I  have tw o  children, m eaning I  w as  try in g  to ge t p regnant, p re gn a n t 

and  b reast fe e d in g  f o r  a large am ount o f  the tim e o f  the p e riod  in  question  

so therefore w as  unab le  to d r in k  m uch alcohol fo r  m uch o f  the p e riod  in  

question.

I  believe th a t a d is to rte d  p ic tu re  has been p resen ted  o f  how  jo u rn a lis ts  

ca rry  out th e ir business. We do not live a cham pagne life s ty le  and  the  

re a lity  o f  the d a y  to d a y  g rin d  o fjo u rn a lis m  is  f a r  fro m  glam orous. O ther 

crime jo u rn a lis ts  and  I  w o rk  h a rd  in  a fa s t  m oving business covering often  

horrendous crimes, to help b ring  the cu lp rits  to ju s tic e  and  b reak stories  

th a t are o f  p u b lic  interest.

10. Did you ever know  or sen se  th a t  any  of th e  ind iv iduals referred  to above 

or o th e r sen io r MPS police officers, w ere p u ttin g  p re ssu re  on you to d ilu te 

or to no t p u b lish  artic les  th a t  w ere un favourab le  to them  or th e  

o rgan isa tion  a s  a  w hole? If so, p lease  give full deta ils  an d  illu stra tive  

exam ples.

No.

11. W hen th e re  w as co n tac t over lu n c h /  d in n e r/  alcoholic d rinks, who pa id  for

th e  sam e? W hat w as th e  approx im ate  financial value of th is  hosp ita lity?

I  p a id  f o r  the m a jo rity  o f  m y lunches b u t officers w o u ld  a lso b uy  me coffees, 

so ft and  alcoholic d rinks . I  cannot g ive an approxim ate  value fo r  th is
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hosp ita lity . I t  w o u ld  va ry  depend ing  on occasion. Sometimes i t  w as  a fe w  

p ounds  fo r  coffee, som etim es £ 4 0 /£ 5 0  fo r  lunch, and  less fre q u e n tly  a t a 

more expensive re s tau ra n t w o u ld  be £ 1 0 0  p lus . In  la te r years, there w as a 

cap and  you  w o u ld  have to get the pe rm iss ion  o f  y o u r new s d esk  to spend  

more tha n  £ 1 0 0  fo r  a meal.

12. Did you provide any  hosp ita lity  to th e se  ind iv iduals o ther th a n  lunch , 

d in n e r a n d  alcoholic d rin k s?  If so, p lease  give full de ta ils  an d  th e  

approx im ate  financial value of th e  sam e.

No.

13. Did they  provide any  hosp ita lity  to you. If so, p lease  give full deta ils  an d  

th e  approx im ate financial value of th e  sam e.

Officers a nd  p ress  officers w o u ld  som etim es buy  a round  o f  d r in ks  i f  we  

w ere in  the pub . I  cannot sa y  how  m uch i t  cost.

14. W hat m a tte rs  w ere d iscu ssed  d u rin g  th e  range  of m eetings w ith  th e se

ind iv iduals? W ere th e re  “off-the-record” conversations?  W hen answ ering  

th is  question  p lease  se t ou t w h at “off-the-record” m ean s  to you in  th is  

context.

In  group s itua tions  in  the pub, w e ra re ly  d iscussed p o lic ing  m atters and  

w o u ld  take  the tim e to have a more re laxed  in te rac tion  leav ing  w o rk  issues  

behind. "O ff-the-record" m eans w e  are not able to report i t  u n d e r any  

circum stances. In  these group s itua tions  in  a pub, I  cannot reca ll hav ing  an  

o ff  the record conversation.
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15. W ere th e re  occasions w hen  any  or each  of th e se  ind iv iduals gave you 

in form ation  w here it ap p ea red  to you th a t  they  sh o u ld  n o t have done 

(w hether b eca u se  th e  inform ation  ap p ea red  to be given in  b reach  of a  

legal obligation or sim ply b ecau se  they  w ere ta lk ing  ab o u t m a tte rs  w hich 

fell ou ts id e  th e ir  a re a s  of p ro fessional responsib ility ). P lease in te rp re t 

‘in fo rm ation ’ broadly, to include, b u t no t lim ited to, in form ation  ab o u t 

police operations; police policy an d  decision-m aking; a n d  ‘gossip ’ ab o u t 

colleagues.

I  cannot reca ll being g iven  in fo rm a tion  by  in d iv id u a ls  w here  i t  appeared  

they  shou ld  not have done. In  m y experience, po lice  officers w ere very  

care fu l about w h a t they  to ld  you and  u s u a lly  had  good reason fo r  p ass ing  

on in form ation . On occasions, there w ere d iscussions about in te rn a l 

po litics  a t the Yard w h ich  you  could class as gossip. However, the News o f  

the W orld w a s  not p a r tic u la r ly  in te rested  in  w r it in g  stories about police  

po litics  and  fr ic tio n s  on the m anagem ent board, f o r  example, so i t  w as o f  

litt le  interest.

16. To w h at ex ten t did you provide hosp ita lity  to o th e r officers w ith in  th e  

MPS? Please give full deta ils  includ ing  th e  approx im ate  financial value of 

th e  sam e.

I  w o u ld  re fe r to 7 above.

17. To w h at ex ten t did you accep t hosp ita lity  from th e  MPS o th e r th a n  from 

th e se  ind iv iduals? Insofar a s  you accep ted  su c h  hosp ita lity  w h at w as th e  

n a tu re  of th e  hosp ita lity  th a t  you accep ted  a n d  w h at w as th e  approx im ate 

financial value of th e  sam e?

As in d ica ted  above, I  have been bought d r in k s  by  officers a t CRA events  

and  also, fo r  example, a t the end o f  tr ia ls  w hen  po lice  officers have f in is h e d
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a case. When fo llo w in g  a case closely, you  often get to know  the officers  

w ho are a t court every day. I t  is  not uncom m on to have a d r in k  w ith  them  

p o s t tr ia l p a r tic u la r ly  i f  they  get a successfu l conviction. I  cannot sa y  the  

value, b u t i t  w as m in im al.

Dick Fedorcio and the Directorate of Public Affairs

18. In you r experience a s  a  jo u rn a lis t/e d ito r  do you consider th a t  th e  DPA 

gave preferen tia l tre a tm e n t to som e titles  over o thers , w h e th er in  te rm s of 

th e  inform ation  provided or access to sen io r officers? Do you consider 

th a t  you  personally  a n d /o r  th e  News of th e  W orld received su ch  

preferen tia l trea tm e n t?  If so, p lease  give deta ils  an d  explain  w hy you 

a n d /o r  th e  News of th e  W orld received su ch  p referen tial trea tm en t.

I  do not believe the DPA gave p re fe re n tia l trea tm en t to some titles  over 

others. I  do not consider th a t I  o r the N ews o f  the W orld go t p re fe re n tia l 

treatm ent.

19. Insofar a s  you have no t a lready  done so in  answ ering  th e  q uestions  in  th e  

section  above, describe th e  n a tu re  of y o u r re la tionsh ip  w ith  Dick 

Fedorcio.

I  have no th ing  more to add  to w h a t is  se t ou t above in  respect o f  M r 

Fedorcio.

Relations with forces other the MPS

20. Please give full deta ils  of th e  level an d  th e  n a tu re  of th e  co n tac t th a t  you 

h a d  w ith  sen io r officers from forces o ther th a n  th e  MPS.

I  w o u ld  re fe r to 7 above.
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2 1. Did you have perso n a l co n tac t w ith  officers holding th e  ra n k  of Chief

C onstab le, D eputy  C hief C onstab le , or A ssis tan t C hief C onstab le? If so, 

p lease  give full de ta ils  of th e  n a tu re , frequency  an d  p u rp o se  of th e  s am e.

Yes. A ga in  I  am not p repa red  to lis t nam es o f  contacts. In  genera l terms, I  

d id  have contact w ith  a ll the ranks  listed, b u t m y dea lings w ith  them  were  

in frequent.

General matters

22. W hat a re  you r views of “off-the-record” com m unica tions?  W hat are  th e  

ad van tages an d  d isadvan tages  of th e  sam e?

O ff the record com m unications are v ita l in  m y v iew  and  a llo w  a jo u rn a lis t  

to see the b igger p ic tu re  and  u nd e rs tan d  w h y  i t  is  im p o rta n t th a t some 

in fo rm a tion  does not appear in  the p u b lic  dom ain. The more th a t 

new spapers are le ft in  the d a rk  the more the reporters are encouraged to 

re ly  on less re liab le  in form ants, f o r  example, eyew itness accounts th a t can  

often be fla w e d .

A recent exam ple w here  an "o ff the record" b rie fing  w a s  im p o rta n t and  

benefic ia l to the po lice  w as in  N orthum bria  w hen  the gunm an R aoul M oat 

w as on the loose. The s itu a tio n  w a s  chaotic and  the po lice  w ere unab le  to 

cope w ith  the p ress  in terest. I t  led  to a lo t o f  critic ism  o f  the force. The 

police  d id  even tua lly  g ive an o f f  the record b rie fing  to te ll us about a tape  

record ing they  had  fo u n d  in  a camp being used by  M r Moat. I t  m ade  

various th rea ts  to k il l po lice  and  s im ila r th rea ts  aga ins t jo u rn a lis ts . We 

w ere asked  not to report the item s fo u n d  and  to tone dow n  persona l 

references to Mr. M oat as they  believed i t  could cause h im  to ca rry  out
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fu r th e r  shootings. To m y know ledge, a ll the m edia  com plied w ith  the  

police 's w ishes. He w as  caught soon after.

B y  opening up to the m ed ia  and  ta k in g  them  in to  confidence, the m edia  

had  a g rea te r u nd e rs tan d in g  o f  the issues the po lice  w ere dea ling  w ith .

D u ring  7 / 7 bom bings, o f f  the record brie fings w ere v ita l in  he lp ing  the  

police  p a r tic u la r ly  in  the h u n t f o r  the 2 1 /  7 fa i le d  bombers.

23. In you r experience, in  w h at c ircu m stan ces  do re p o rte rs /e d ito rs  a ttr ib u te  

in form ation  to a  ‘police so u rce ’? Do you consider th a t  th is  descrip tion  of a  

sou rce  can  be m isleading?

Police source is  used lib e ra lly  in  reporting.

24. O n how  m any  occasions, if any, have th e  police given you  (or th e  title for 

w hich  you w ere w orking a t th e  time) prior no tification  ab o u t p roposed  

a rre s ts ; sea rch es  of p rem ises; or o th e r police action. In re la tion  to each  

occasion  p lease  identify: (i) w hich  force w as involved; (ii) w h e th er you 

w ere notified form ally/officially or in fo rm ally /secre tly  a n d  (iii) th e  n a tu re  

of th e  police operation  concerned.

I  can reca ll these occasions I  have been a llow ed  to accom pany po lice  on 

arrests.

i) W h ils t w o rk in g  as a reporter f o r  the W andsw orth  B orough News in  

the la te  1990's, I  w as  in v ite d  a long by  the local borough po lice  in  the  

M et to shadow  officers ca rry in g  out ra id s  as p a r t  o f  O peration  

Bumblebee, a po lice  in it ia tiv e  ta rge ting  burg lars. On the occasion I  

w as in v ite d  along, these w ere  co-ord inated arrests o f  local c rim ina ls  

invo lved  in  b u rg la ry  and  drugs.
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ii) In  Novem ber 2 000  w h ils t w o rk in g  fo r  the Sunday People (then know n  

as), I  w e n t a long on the a rrests o f  the M illenn ium  Dome robbers. I  

had  not long been on the People and  I  do not know  w here  o r w h a t 

in fo rm a tion  the p a p e r received p r io r  to the arrests. I  know  they  had  

a tip  o f f  and  I  w as  to ld  by  m y new s e d ito r and  ed ito r I  had  been 

chosen to accom pany the po lice  on the arrests. The fo rce  invo lved  

w as the Met. In fo rm a tion  on how  the tip  came in  w a s  not passe d  on 

to me before o r a fte r the ra id.

in) In  September 2004, I  w e n t on the a rres t o f  a gang  o f  suspected

te rro ris ts  a fte r an  investiga tion  by  M azher Mahmood, Investiga tions  

E d ito r o f  the News o f  The World. The a rres ting  fo rce  w as  the Met. I  

had  no th ing  to do w ith  the research and  w r it in g  o f  the story, bu t w as  

asked by  m y office to accom pany the po lice  on the arrest. I  w ou ld  

often be ca lled  in  to lia ise  w ith  po lice  to help support a p ro pe rly  

p la n n e d  arrest. As a crim e specialist, they  kn ew  I  had  a good  

w o rk in g  re la tionsh ip  w ith  the M et and  knew  I  w o u ld  behave 

responsib ly  in  an a rres t s itua tion .

iv) In  Novem ber 2004, I  accom panied the M et on the a rres t o f  Levi

B e llfie ld  w ho  had  ca rried  out a series o f  a ttacks  and  m urders on 

women. I  h ad  been in v ite d  by  the M et to jo in  them  a fte r I  had  p icke d  

up fro m  police  sources, (in the generic sense) th a t there w as  

increased a c tiv ity  on the in q u iry  and  i t  appeared the net w a s  closing, 

w ith  th is  in fo rm a tion  a long w ith  w h a t I  reca ll w as a s im ila r f la v o u r  o f  

in fo rm a tion  w h ich  came in to  ou r office.

I  decided to ca ll DPA and  te ll them  I  though t an a rres t w a s  im m inen t 

in  th is  case. I  had  no nam e o f  the suspect and  litt le  more in fo rm a tion  

tha n  I  have stated, b u t m y experience and  m y w is h  not to jeopa rd ise
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a ny  a rres t o f  such a dangerous m an led  me to go to the Yard a t the  

f i r s t  opportun ity . I  w as  to ld  no th ing  about the operation, b u t asked  

not to p u b lis h  a ny  in fo rm a tion  we had. On the d a y  o f  h is  arrest, I  

w as a llow ed  a long w ith  a pho tog raphe r to w itness  it.

As a S unday paper, i t  is  in c re d ib ly  ha rd  to f in d  d iffe re n t and  

exclusive lines on b reak ing  stories such as a rrests w h ich  gene ra lly  

happen on w eekdays. A n  oppo rtun ity  to w itness f i r s t  h an d  an event 

like  th is  w a s  benefic ia l to ou r readers and  in  the p u b lic  in terest. The 

News o f  the W orld w a s  the UK's b iggest se lling  p a p e r and  by  

reporting  on someone like  Mr. B e llf ie ld ’s a rres t and  g iv in g  the artic le  

a good show  in  the paper, the p u b lic  w ere reassured  th a t he had  

been caught.

v) In  M arch 2007, I  w e n t a long on the a rres t o f  an In te rne t paedophile , 

w ho had  been caught groom ing a 12 y e a r o ld  g ir l online, d u rin g  an  

investiga tion  by  ano the r News o f  the W orld jo u rn a lis t  Again, i t  w as  

a M et operation and  they  ca rried  out the a rrests a fte r w e passe d  our 

evidence over to them.

vi) In  Novem ber 2009, I  w as  in v ite d  a long to w itness a rm ed robber Noel 

C unningham  being f lo w n  back to B rita in  a fte r s ix  years  on the run. 

A no ther jo u rn a lis t on the p a p e r received in fo rm a tion  as to Mr. 

C unn ingham ’s w hereabouts w h ich  w e passe d  on to in ves tiga ting  

officers. He w a s  then  tracked  dow n  in  A m sterdam  and  arrested.

Mr. C unningham  w as  described as "arm ed and  dangerous" w hen  he 

w e n t on the ru n  a fte r escaping fro m  a p riso n  van on h is w a y  to court. 

He had  fa c e d  charges o f  consp iring  to s tea l £ 1 .2 5  m illion  fro m  a 

Securicor truck. The van d riv e r w as  shot in  the leg and  a gua rd 's  

fa ce  w as  p is to l-w h ip pe d  as C unningham  and  an accomplice m ade  

th e ir ge taw ay.
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vii) In  J u ly  2010, I  w e n t a long w ith  C ity  o f  London po lice  on a series o f  

bro the l ra id s  as p a r t  o f  an operation ta rge ting  organ ised crime  

groups u s ing  the sex trade  to fa c ilita te  m oney laundering. I  believe I  

w as contacted by  the p ress  office and  asked  i f  I  w o u ld  like  to 

shadow  the team.

25. W hat are  you r views of th e  u tility  (in th e  public in terest) or o therw ise of 

th e  m ed ia  shadow ing  th e  police w h ilst on pa tro l or d u rin g  specific 

operations?

I  believe a llo w in g  jo u rn a lis ts  to shadow  po lice  d u rin g  specific  operations is  

in  the p u b lic  in te res t as i t  g ives the p u b lic  an  in s ig h t in to  w h a t is  no rm a lly  

a closed o f f  and  secretive w orld . I t  show s the good w o rk  and  sometimes  

complex na tu re  o f  w h a t the po lice  have to dea l w ith  d a y  to day.

N ew spapers can p la y  an im p o rta n t role in  he lp ing  po lice  tra ck  dow n  

crim inals. The News o f  the W orld has offered s u b s ta n tia l f in a n c ia l 

rew a rds  to help po lice  investiga tions. W hile I  w o rked  a t the p a p e r we  

offered a re w a rd  f o r  the capture the k ille r  o f  PC Ian  B roadhurst, w ho  w as  

shot dead  w h ile  ca rry in g  out an  arrest. A n d  doub led  a po lice  re w a rd  

offered in  the h un t f o r  a se ria l sex a tta cke r w ho  p re yed  on the e lderly.

The po lice  do not ju s t  in v ite  jo u rn a lis ts  a long to a rrests and  ra ids. In  recent 

years  w e have seen po litic ians , f o r  exam ple London M ayo r B oris  Johnson  

and  D eputy  M ayo r K it  M althouse, a ttend ing  these events. I  once spen t a 

w eek shad o w in g  the ch ild  p ro tection  team s and  w as shocked by some o f  

the th ings I  sa w  and  heard  about. The po lice  I  met w ere very p ro fess iona l 

and  ded ica ted  officers w hose w o rk  I  believe i t  w as im p o rta n t to fea tu re . I  

th in k  i t  is  a lso equa lly  im po rtan t to h ig h ligh t w hen  the po lice  m ake errors  

and  f a i l  to do th e ir jo b s  properly .
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